APPENDIX S

CITY OF RICHMOND FIRE HAZARD REDUCTION VEGETATION
MANAGEMENT STANDARDS












the definitions listed for these terms.)

fuel b¥ “should be created from 30 feet to 100 feet from
structures located within the VHFHS zones. The heightened risk
of wildfire within the VHFHS zones makes it necessary to provide
an added safety margin of defensible space for all structures and
a fuel break will provide this extra protection. Fuel breaks are
meant to reduce fire hazardous vegetation and maintain it to
specified heights and arrangements, limiting fire intensity and
impeding fire spread. The purpose of the fuel break is to deny
any hot fire entering it sufficient fuel to sustain fire
intensity and speed. By the time it reaches the firebreak area
containing ornamental landscaping nearer the structure, the now
low-intensity fire should be stopped easily by the firebreak
surrounding the structure.

Ornamental landscaping with fire resistant plants is

encouraged as a long term approach to maintain yard and garden
vegetation in a fire safe manner. Landscaping with healthy
appropriately irrigated plants and ground cover provides a
permanent reduction of the fire hazard adjacent to structures
when maintained at regular intervals. Ornamental landscaplng can
enhance a firebreak by inhibiting the growth of weeds, gras,
brush and similar fire hazardous vegetation. (Refer to the
attached list of fire resistant and highly flammable plants.)

C. Process

No person shall be prosecuted criminally under the
provisions of Section 8.16.080 of the Richmond Municipal Code
until that person has received written notice of how that
property violates these standards and until that person has had
the reasonable opportunity to meet with City staff concerning the
violation. Civil enforcement of these guidelines as provided for
Section 8.16.060 will be through procedures for fire hazard
abatement include providing the property owner with (1) written
notice on how the property violates these guidelines, (2)
reasonable opportunity to meet with City staff to discuss this
matter and (3) opportunity to be heard before the City Council.
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Many factors combine to create a fire hazard on any specific
property. It is difficult to single out a specific vegetation
species or configuration to declare it either fire hazardous or
completely fire safe ' in all situations. The Fire Department has
developed guidelines conforming to State Law and national fire
protection standards which address most situations found on
private property within Richmond. Please read these guidelines
along with the accompanying glossary. If you are still unsure of
how to proceed, please call the Fire Department and we will work
with you to develop a fire hazard reduction plan for your
property.

A. Hazaxrd Zones

Portions of the City of Richmond lie adjacent or near to
large wildland areas containing steep slopes and naturally
growing trees, brush and grasses. Every year under certain
critical weather conditions, the neighborhoods near these
wildland areas are at heightened risk of seasonal wildfire
sweeping into the city and burning homes. These areas at
heightened risk of wildfire have been designated as Very High
Fire Hazard Severity (VHFHS) zones. The rest of the City faces a
lesser risk of wildfire.

Fire hazard reduction measures common to the entire City are
required on both vacant and developed lots:




