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RICHMOND, CALIFORNIA, March 24, 2020 

The Richmond City Council Meeting was called to order at 
6:38 p.m. by Mayor Thomas K. Butt via teleconference  

ALL CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS PARTICIPATED VIA 
TELECONFERENCE 

On March 16, 2020, the Health Officer of Contra Costa 
County issued an Order through April 7, 2020, that directed that all 
individuals living in the County to shelter at their place of 
residence except that they may leave to provide or receive certain 
essential services or engage in certain essential activities and work 
for essential businesses and governmental services.  

On March 17, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom issued 
Executive Order N-29-20, authorizing legislative bodies to hold 
public meetings via teleconferencing.  Executive Order N-29-20 
further provided that a legislative body that held a meeting via 
teleconference and allowed members of the public to observe and 
address the meeting telephonically or otherwise electronically, 
consistent with notice and accessibility requirements as set forth in 
the Order, shall have satisfied any requirement that the body allow 
members of the public to attend the meeting and offer public 
comment. Such a body need not make available any physical 
location from which members of the public may observe the 
meeting and offer public comment. 

DUE TO THE SHELTER IN PLACE ORDER AND 
GOVERNOR NEWSOM’S EXECUTIVE ORDER, WE ARE 
REVISING THE AGENDA TO INCLUDE ONLY URGENT, 
TIME SENSITIVE, AND/OR ROUTINE CONSENT 
CALENDAR ITEMS. Additionally, attendance at the meeting will 
be limited to Council members, City of Richmond staff, and 
members of the news media. Public comment will be confined to 
items appearing on the agenda and will be limited to written 
communication as provided below. Consistent with Executive 
Order N-29-20, this meeting will utilize teleconferencing only. 

Written comments received by 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 24, 2020, were provided to the City Council via e-mail, 
considered a public record, put into the record, and considered 
before Council action.  Comments were submitted via email to 
cityclerkdept@ci.richmond.ca.us.  

ROLL CALL  
 

 All Council Members participated via teleconference. 
Present:  Councilmembers Ben Choi, Jael Myrick, Demnlus 
Johnson III, Eduardo Martinez, Melvin Willis, and Mayor Thomas 
K. Butt.  Absent: Vice Mayor Bates arrived during the report from 
the city manager. 
 
STATEMENT OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 
 None. 
 
AGENDA REVIEW 

 
Item G-5 was continued to the April 7, 2020, City Council 

Meeting.  
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REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER 
 

City Manager Laura Snideman reported regarding the City’s 
Covid-19 situation and response, which highlighted the following: 
the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) remains active; fire 
inspectors and code enforcement staff educated the community and 
businesses regarding Contra Costa County’s Health Order that 
required the shelter-in-place; City’s website and public service 
announcements were enhanced to better inform the public regarding 
the pandemic.     

 
OPEN FORUM FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 The following comments were submitted by the following 
individiduals via e-mail: 
 
 Michael Vasilas, Christina Redse, Gloria Scoggins, and 
Peter Pan gave comments in support of a moratorium on evictions 
and for rental and mortgage assistance for residents. 
 
 Stan Niedzwiedz, Leisa Johnson, and Ilona Clark gave 
comments in support of suspension of rent board fees and business 
license fees for landlords that applied to both residential and 
commercial tenants. 
 
 Tarnel Abbott requested that the City deploy portable toilets 
and hand washing stations for the homeless.  Ms. Abbott also stated 
that City librarians could perform essential services to the public 
remotely.  
 
 Cordell Hindler stated that he met with a teacher at Salesian 
College Prepatory to recruit students to apply for the Youth 
Council.  Mr. Hindler also stated that he recommended the firm 
Koff & Associates to assist with the pay differential matter. 
  
CITY COUNCIL CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

On motion of Councilmember Myrick, seconded by 
Councilmember Choi, the items marked with an (*) were approved 
by the unanimous vote of the City Council.   

 
*G-1.   Proclamation declaring March 2020 as Red Cross 

Month in the City of Richmond.  Briana Taylor gave comments. 
 
*G-2.  Proclamation declaring April 2020 as Alcohol 

Awareness Month in the City of Richmond.  Joan Binalinbing and 
Jacquelyne Vera gave comments. 

 
*G-3.  Proclamation declaring April, 2020 as Sexual 

Assault Awareness Month in the City of Richmond. 
 
*G-4.  Received a report on the recent resignation from 

City of Richmond boards, commissions, and committees, and 
vacancies as of March 18, 2020, and encourage interested 
individuals send applications to the City Clerk. 

 
G-5.  CONTINUED to the April 7, 2020, City Council 

meeting, regarding an update regarding the steps taken to address 
differentials, and on the development on a new policy outlining the 
City's proposed process for approving non-contractual 
differentials. 
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*G-6.  Received a report from the City Manager regarding 
the status of strategic plan priorities adopted by the City Council 
on March 26, 2019. 

 
*G-7. Adopted Resolution No. 26-20, amending Fiscal 

Year 2019/20 to include the West County Agency adopted budget 
amount of $400,000 for the joint use operation, maintenance and 
capital expenses between the West County Wastewater District and 
the Richmond Municipal Sewer District. 

 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS: REFERRALS TO STAFF, AND 
GENERAL REPORTS (INCLUDING AB 1234 REPORTS) 
  

Mayor Butt thanked the City Manager and staff for 
managing and dealing with the difficult COVID-19 situation. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 

6:44 p.m., to meet again on Tuesday, April 7, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

 
 

                Clerk of the City of Richmond 
 

 
                                         (SEAL) 
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
        
       Mayor 
















































