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RICHMOND, CALIFORNIA, March 17, 2020 

The Richmond City Council Special Meeting was called to 
order at 6:34 p.m. by Mayor Thomas K. Butt via teleconference.  

On March 16, 2020, the Health Officer of Contra Costa 
County issued an Order through April 7, 2020 that directed that all 
individuals living in the county to shelter at their place of 
residence except that they may leave to provide or receive certain 
essential services or engage in certain essential activities and work 
for essential businesses and governmental services. 

Under the Governor’s Executive Order N-25-20, this 
meeting may utilize teleconferencing.  Members of the public will 
still be able to observe and offer public comment in City Council 
Chambers at 440 Civic Center Plaza. 

The public was able to view the meeting from home on 
KCRT – Comcast Channel 28 or AT&T Uverse Channel 99, or 
livestreamed online at http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/3178/KCRT-
Live. 

Written public comments were received via email by 4:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, March17, 2020.  Comments received by 4:00 
p.m. were put into the record and considered before Council action 
and were submitted by email to cityclerkdept@ci.richmond.ca.us. 

ROLL CALL  
 

 All Council Members participated via teleconference. 
Present:  Councilmembers Ben Choi, Jael Myrick, Demnlus 
Johnson III, Eduardo Martinez, Melvin Willis, Vice Mayor Nat 
Bates, and Mayor Thomas K. Butt.  Absent: None. 
 
STATEMENT OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 
 None. 
 
AGENDA REVIEW 

 
None.  
 

REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER 
 

City Manager, Laura Snideman, reported regarding the 
City’s Covid-19 situation and response, which highlighted the 
following:  An emergency was declared by the city manager for the 
City of Richmond and the City Council ratified the declaration 
under agenda Item G-21; the Citys’s Emergency Operations Center 
(EOC) was opened and convened; health officials from seven Bay 
Area Counties, including Contra Costa County, announced a 
mandatory shelter-in-place order for all residents; vast majority of 
city services were closed to the public; court ordered residential 
evictions were not being enforced.  Ms. Snideman thanked all those 
who participated in the EOC.  Ms. Snideman also stated that the 
public comment period for the Point Molate Mixed Use 
Development Project Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact 
Report was extended until April 16, 2020 and persons could also 
leave verbal comments at (916) 301-4141.  Ms. Snideman further 
announced that the City of Richmond and Richmond Build received 
the 2020 Environmental Project award for the Marin Clean Energy 
(MCE) Solar One Project. 

 

http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/3178/KCRT-Live
http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/3178/KCRT-Live
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City Cler, Pamela Christian called roll again and all 
members were present.  

  
OPEN FORUM FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 The following comments were submitted by the following 
individiduals via e-mail: 
 
 Stuarts Flashman, David Helvarg, BK Williams, Lindsey 
Hack, Jeanne Kortz, Deborah Bayer, Elsa Stevens, Alix Mazuet, 
Tarnel Abbott, Carol Telschick, Janis Hashe, Elizabeth Kudo, 
Carolyn Graves, and Grover DeMarinis, requested that the 
discussion regarding the Point Molate Subsequent Environmental 
Impact Report (SEIR) be postposed to a later date when members 
of the public were able to participate in person. 
 
 Jane Courant, David Sharples, Susan Pulliam, Deborah 
Bayer, and Mike Parker gave comments in support of a moratorium 
on evictions.   
 
 BK Willams gave comments regarding preparation for 
potential early vote-by-mail and absentee voting for the national 
election, she also gave comments in support of a moratorium on 
evictions. 
 
 Linda Kalin gave comments in opposition of any additional 
taxes or sewer taxes being imposed on residents. 
 
 Grover DeMarinis gave comments against the installation of 
street sweeping signs in the Panhandle Annex neighborhood.  
 
 Jenny Balisle requested information on how the City 
planned to assist residents, the homeless population, and 
immigrants during the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
The following individuals presented their comments in person:  
 

Cordell Hindler requested information on Item G-9 
regarding a contract with Bob Murray and Associates to conduct a 
recruitment for a police chief.  Mr. Hindler also stated that he 
continued to recruit individuals for the City’s various boards and 
commissions. 

 
Rick Perez gave comments regarding the recruitment of the 

police chief. 
 
Patricia Perez gave comments regarding the alleged cover-

up of the investigation in the death of Pedie Perez. 
 
Gregory Everetts, President of SEIU, Local 1021, expressed 

employee concerns and potential safety issues regarding the City’s 
response to Covid-19.   
 
CITY COUNCIL CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

On motion of Councilmember Willis, seconded by 
Councilmember Myrick, the items marked with an (*) were 
approved by the unanimous vote of the City Council.   

 
*G-1.  Approved a contract with Badawi & Associates to 

provide annual audit services to the City of Richmond and its 
related entities for fiscal years 2019-20, 2020-21 and 2021-22, 
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with an option to extend the contract in one-year periods, not to 
exceed a total of two additional fiscal years, for amounts not to 
exceed $297,420, $303,625, $309,775, and $309,775 in the two 
option years, respectively. 

 
*G-2.  Adopted Resolution No. 21-20, by the City Council 

of Richmond authorizing the reduction of SEIU Local 1021 and 
the City's December 6, 2019 Tentative Agreement to final 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) language and providing 
for the submittal of the final MOU to the City Council for 
approval. 

 
*G-3.  Introduced an ordinance to compensate the 

classifications represented by the Service Employees' International 
Union (SEIU Local 1021) in the City's classified service.  

 
*G-4.  Approved a contract with Colantuono, Highsmith & 

Whatley, PC for services provided by National Demographic 
Corporation for redistricting and public hearing services in 
connection with the City's transition to By-District Elections in an 
amount not to exceed $63,500. 

 
*G-5.  Approved a standing purchase order with Kelly-

Moore Paints to purchase paint and painting supplies to be used in 
the care and maintenance of City owned buildings in an amount 
not to exceed $150,000.00 over a three year period, with an option 
to extend two years. 

 
*G-6.  Approved a contract amendment with Nichols 

Consulting Engineers for additional design services on the Yellow 
Brick Road project. The proposed Contract Amendment would 
extend the term of the contract for two years and increase the 
amended contract amount by $203,000.00 for a total contract 
amount not to exceed $1,198,697.58. 

 
*G-7. Accepted and appropriated $40,000 in 

reimbursement funds in order to install electronic bicycle lockers. 
 
*G-8.  Approved a one year contract with Legacy1Media, 

for online law enforcement recruiting services to include 
recruitment consulting strategy, department branding, video 
production, brochure and print design and content provider, in an 
amount not to exceed $19,800. The term is from January 27, 2020, 
to December 31, 2020. 

 
*G-9.  Approved a contract with Bob Murray and 

Associates to conduct a recruitment for a police chief, in an 
amount not to exceed $24,000 and for a term ending June 30, 
2021. 

 
*G-10.   Adopted Resolution No. 22-20, authorizing 

service contracts for on-call civil and land development plan check 
and related inspection services for an amount not to exceed 
$500,000 per firm over three years from March 2020 through June 
2023, with an option to extend the contracts for two years. 

 
*G-11.  Adopted Resolution No. 23-20, acknowledging 

that Contra Costa County adopted Resolution No. 2020/36 issuing 
multifamily housing revenue bonds not to exceed $80,000,000 to 
finance the acquisition and rehabilitation of Hacienda Apartments. 
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*G-12.  Approved a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) in partnership with Rosie the Riveter Trust and Rosie the 
Riveter/WWII Home Front National Historical Park and the City 
of Richmond Community Services Department, effective June 1, 
2020 through September 30, 2020; and appropriated grant funding 
of $31,850 to cover start-up costs, supplies, participation fees, and 
staff. 

 
*G-13.  Approved a contract with A-Para Transit to 

provide paratransit services for Richmond residents in an amount 
not to exceed $300,000; contract term will be from March 18, 
2020, to March 30, 2022. 

 
*G-14.   Approved an appointment to the Economic 

Development Commission: appointed Reza Yazdi, new 
appointment, seat #5, term expiration date of March 30, 2023. 

 
*G-15.   Approved actions to update the Youth Council: 

appointed Ashlee Davis, re-appointment, seat #8, term expiration 
date October 1, 2020. 

 
*G-16.  Approved appointment to the Workforce 

Development Board; appointed Geovanni Flores, new 
appointment, seat #7, labor, joint-management apprenticeship 
programs, community-based, and youth-serving organizations 
representative, term expiration date March 1, 2024; Hakim 
Johnson, new appointment, seat #9, business majority 
representative, term expiration date March 1, 2024; Chuck 
Carpenter, new appointment, seat #12, governmental, economic 
development, and community representative, term expiration date 
March 1, 2024; Miquel "Mick" Penn, new appointment, seat #13, 
business majority representative, term expiration date March 1, 
2024; Jeffrey Carr, re-appointment, seat #22, entities administering 
education, and community representative, term expiration date 
March 1, 2024; Steve Bell, re-appointment, seat #23, labor, joint-
management apprenticeship programs, community-based, and 
youth-serving organizations representative, term expiration date 
March 1, 2024; Sarah Wally, re-appointment, seat #26, business 
majority representative, term expiration date March 1, 2024. 

 
*G-17.   Approved an appointment to the Arts and Culture 

Commission: appointed Melissa Kirk, re-appointment, seat #11, 
term expiration date January 31, 2024. 

 
*G-18.  Approved an appointment to the Recreation and 

Parks Commission: appointed Soheila Bana, re-appointment, seat 
#9, term expiration date October 26, 2023. 

 
*G-19.  Approved appointments to the Richmond-

Zhoushan Sister City Commission; appointed Matthew Lewis, re-
appointment, seat #1, term expiration date December 31, 2022, and 
Joseph Kong, re-appointment, seat #5, term expiration date 
December 31, 2022. 

 
*G-20.  Approved the minutes of the February 25, 2020, 

Regular City Council meeting. 
 
*G-21.  Adopted Resolution No. 19-20, ratifying the 

proclamation (Resolution No. 18-20) of a local state of emergency 
in the City of Richmond that was issued by the City Manager 
(Director of Emergency Services) on March 10, 2020, due to the 
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potential of impacts of the outbreak of Novel Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) to the City of Richmond. 

 
*G-22.  Reviewed the revised purchasing policy that 

modifies the City's normal purchasing practices to assure that, in 
both emergency and exigent circumstances caused by a proclaimed 
disaster or emergency, the City is able to acquire the goods and 
services required to address an immediate threat to life safety or 
public health and adopted Resolution No. 24-20, approving the 
policy. 

 
*G-23.  Adopted Resolution No. 25-20, approving a 

budget appropriation of $1.5 million in the Emergency Recovery 
Fund from the General Fund cash reserves in order to fund 
expenditures related to the COVID-19 response. 

 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS: REFERRALS TO STAFF, AND 
GENERAL REPORTS (INCLUDING AB 1234 REPORTS) 
  

City Manager, Snideman thanked everyone who 
participated in the City Council meeting and stated that future 
meetings would possibly have to be conducted in this manner. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 

6:56 p.m., to meet again on Tuesday, March 24, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

 
 

                Clerk of the City of Richmond 
 

 
                                         (SEAL) 
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
        
       Mayor 




















































