
RECREATION AND PARKS 
COMMISSION MEETING

March 6, 2024

REPORTS FROM STAFF



STAFF

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Tawfic Halaby, Deputy Public Works Director

Greg Hardesty, Superintendent, Parks & Landscaping

LIBRARY & COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT-
RECREATION DIVISION

LaShonda White, Deputy City Manager for Community Services

Ranjana Maharaj, Deputy Director for Community Services-Recreation



PUBLIC WORKS – PARKS DIVISION



PUBLIC WORKS – PARKS DIVISION REPORT
General Fund 

New Sign at Hilltop Park JFK Park Downed Tree Clean Up



PUBLIC WORKS – PARKS DIVISION REPORT
General Fund 

Play structure repair at Burg 
Park

Eucalyptus debris clean up 
at BTA



PUBLIC WORKS – PARKS DIVISION REPORT
Hilltop District 

Weed abatement on Shane Dr

Country Club Vista ball diamond maintenance

Weed abatement on Blume Dr.



PUBLIC WORKS – PARKS DIVISION REPORT

Marina District

Weed abatement Marina Bay
Started refreshing walk path 

with DG along Marina Bay Trail

Pruning and trimmed roses
At the Rosie the Riveter 

Memorial Garden



PUBLIC WORKS – PARKS DIVISION REPORT
Responses on Questions from 2/7/24 meeting (1 of 2)

I. Sprinklers

Last weekend (2/3/24) after a tour of City parks, sprinklers were on, at Stewart Park 

playground, during a winter rain event. 

• Why? During the rainy season, current practice is for all sprinklers to run once a week or once 

every two weeks, for a period of three to five minutes, in order to keep the sprinkler system 

valves lubricated. The valves on the park irrigation systems are “industrial” valves and are 

subject to freeze-thaw cycles and valve hardening during the winter. In order to avoid costly 

damage to the valves, they are run occasionally during the winter, as described earlier. It was 

during one of these cycles that the valve froze in an “on” position, and that is why the sprinkler 

was on during the winter rain event.

• What sort of controls are there for sprinklers during storm events, or during winter? During 

winter the sprinkler systems are reprogrammed on a winter schedule.

• What is the industry standard for park sprinklers during storm events, or during winter? The 

industry standard is for industrial scale sprinklers to be run once a week during the rainy 

season in order to keep the irrigation valves lubricated.



PUBLIC WORKS – PARKS DIVISION REPORT
Responses on Questions from 2/7/24 meeting (2 of 2)

Final Slide for Parks - Any Questions…

II. Condition of City’s Courts

Some of the City’s tennis court surfaces are deteriorating.

• What is the industry standard for resurfacing tennis courts? The industry standard is for tennis courts to be 

resurfaced about every five years, depending on wear and tear and exposure to the elements.

• Basketball courts? The industry standard is for basketball courts to be resurfaced about every five years, 

depending on wear and tear and exposure to the elements.

• Other courts? The industry standard is for other courts to be resurfaced about every five years, depending on 

wear and tear and exposure to the elements.

• What does the MOU between the City and the Richmond Tennis Association (RTA) say, about the 

responsibilities of the RTA, with relation to court conditions? The Richmond Tennis Association (RTA) is not 

required to resurface the City of Richmond’s tennis courts. RTA, in its capacity as a not-for-profit organization, 

has been successful in submitting grant applications for funding to resurface tennis courts at various City 

parks. As an example, RTA is applying for an ECIA grant to resurface twelve courts, including six at Nicholl 

Park, two at Richmond Plunge/Hurlbut Park, two at Martin Luther King, Jr., Park, and two at Tiller Park. 



COMMUNITY SERVICES– RECREATION DIVISION
REPORT FROM RANJANA MAHARAJ



COMMUNITY SERVICES-RECREATION
YOUTH PROGRAMS

SPRING BREAK CAMP

Come and enjoy fun activities, games, 
sports, and adventure.

• April 1st – 5th, 2024
• 10:00 am to 4:00pm for$70.00
• Before & After Care Options available



YOUTH SPORTS PROGRAMS
COMMUNITY SERVICES-RECREATION



YOUTH SPORTS PROGRAMS
COMMUNITY SERVICES-RECREATION



AQUATIC EVENTS
COMMUNITY SERVICES-RECREATION

SPRING SWIM LESSONS

Registration Dates:

Session A
• March 2nd to 23rd 

Session B:
• Registration opens April 1st
• Lessons: April 6th to 27th

Session C:
• Registration opens April 29th
• Lessons: May 4th to 25th



AQUATIC EVENTS
COMMUNITY SERVICES-RECREATION

Floating Egg Hunt at the 
Richmond Swim Center

Saturday, March 16, 2024

Two Sessions:
• 1:15 – 2:15 pm
• 2:45 – 3:45 pm

Cost:  $10 resident / $12.50 non-resident

Includes:
• Pool Egg Hunt and play time
• Goody Bags after redeeming eggs
• 1 “Golden Ticket” prize per session



COMMUNITY SERVICES-RECREATION
EVENTS, UPDATES & OPPORTUNITIES

SPRING EGG HUNT

Event Details:

• March 23, 2024
• Nicholl Park – Central Grass Area
• Free Entry for ALL
• Ages 5 & Under 10:15am & 11am
• Ages 10 & Under 10:30am & 

11:15am
• All other Ages 10:45am & 

11:30am

Subject to cancellation pending weather



COMMUNITY SERVICES-RECREATION
EVENTS, UPDATES & OPPORTUNITIES

Final Slide – Any Questions for Ranjana…



YOUTH OUTDOORS RICHMOND 
2023 YEAR IN REVIEW

https://youtu.be/wYYwtuAL3a4?si=606sbnTClHlKZzCh

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FwYYwtuAL3a4%3Fsi%3D606sbnTClHlKZzCh&data=05%7C02%7CChristine_George%40ci.richmond.ca.us%7C78fd90b9bd224563275e08dc38ba1144%7C8ab93658f71f4926b380e0da1d18115a%7C1%7C0%7C638447618998452130%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=koFzw2xTNL0a%2BRSpJ7Lv6o9%2FDnUJjjEPz2TppE3cN64%3D&reserved=0
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