
Mayor and Councilmembers: 
 
This is the weekly report for the week ending June 29th, 2012. 
 
1. Meeting Notes 

 
The next City Council meeting will be on Tuesday, July 10th, rather than on July 
3rd, which is the normal first Tuesday of the month.  This schedule change allows 
the Council and the community to enjoy the annual 3rd of July fireworks and 
symphony celebration that evening. 
 
For planning purposes, the July City Council meeting schedule will include 
meetings on July 10th, July 17th, July 24th (study sessions), and July 31st (to wrap 
up time-sensitive business items prior to the August recess). 

 
2. Another LEAP Forward 

 
As you may recall, LEAP (Literacy for Every Adult Person) is a component of the 
City’s library services, and success stories pour out of this program on a regular 
basis.  Most recently, a dozen adults will proudly hold their GED (General 
Educational Development) certificates in their hands and be gratified of their 
accomplishment because of their participation in LEAP.  They have successfully 
passed the GED test that is the equivalent to a high school diploma.  The story of 
one of these successful graduates is told below.   
 
When Tumani, a thirty-five year old woman walked into the Nevin Center to get 
her GED, she was ready to make changes in her life.  She wanted to become a 
registered nurse and be able to assist her three children with their 
homework.  She found she had an aptitude for math, and liked it.  During her 
tenure at LEAP, she found a part-time job, but continued to maintain consistent 
attendance.  Eager to learn, she not only attended the Nevin Center program in 
the morning, she also studied at the main LEAP site in the afternoon.  Her 
determination has allowed her to take our GED pre-test and pass in all five 
subjects.  With a LEAP scholarship, she enrolled for her official test at the Adult 
School.  She passed with great scores!  We look forward to congratulating her as 
she wears a cap and gown at the LEAP graduation on Friday, June 29th, 2012.   

 
3. City Council Adopts FY 2012-13 Budget, But More Work is Ahead During 

the Next Two Months  
 

This past Tuesday evening, the City Council voted to adopt the FY 2012-13 
Operating and FY2012-17 Capital Improvement budgets.  The operating budget 
was approved with a $2.8 million General Fund deficit that would reduce the 
City’s cash reserves to $7.4 million by June 30, 2013.  This is approximately $1.5 
million below the Council-required level of reserves, which is targeted at a 
minimum of 7% of annual expenditures.  This level of reserves not only 



represents good financial management practice, but also helps maintain the 
City’s current A+ credit rating.  As a result, in adopting the budget, the Council 
also directed staff to return at the first Council meeting in September with 
recommendations for further reducing the operating budget deficit so that it 
provides an end-of-the-year $9 million cash reserve, which would be consistent 
with the current reserve policy.  There is more financial and budget work ahead 
of us during the next two months. 

 
4. June 2012 Property Tax Payment 

 
This past week, the City of Richmond received $6,829,665 in property taxes from 
Contra Costa County, representing the final installment payment for fiscal year 
2011-12.  The total amount of $27,572,832 collected for fiscal year (FY) 2011-12 
is 0.46%, or $127,168, less than projected, but represents an increase of 4.96% 
from last year.  We are still more than 20 percent below the level of property 
taxes that the City received in FY 2008-09, when we received a total of 
$33,296,445.  (Note that current property tax levels are nearly $6 million below 
what they were only three years ago.) 
 
The Contra Costa County Assessor’s Office should be sending out the FY 2012-
13 Assessed Valuation Certificate within the next few weeks, which will 
determine the amount of property taxes we will receive in FY 2012-13. 

 
5. New Richmond Firefighters 
 

On Saturday, June 30th, firefighter trainees Jacob Brownlow, Benjamin Faulkner, 
Manwell Gali, Kirk Gross, Brandon Perry, Michael Rodriguez, and Dante Wiley 
will be graduating from the Richmond Fire Recruit Academy.  They have 
successfully completed a rigorous and challenging thirteen week fire academy 
under the direction of Battalion Chief Marcus Rayon, with instruction from the 
academy staff of Captain Aaron Osorio, Firefighter John Stevens, Firefighter 
Zach Jenssen, and Firefighter Steven Harris. These seven trainees will become 
full-fledged Richmond firefighters with a strong commitment of providing 
outstanding service to our City beginning next week. The graduation ceremony is 
scheduled to start at 11:00 AM and will be held in the Chevron Amphitheatre, 
located at 100 Chevron Way. 

 
6. Richmond Health Equity Partnership (RHEP) 
 

On Wednesday, June 27th, the City of Richmond hosted the fourth convening of 
the Richmond Health Equity Partnership (RHEP) at City Hall. The RHEP consists 
of representatives of the City of Richmond, Contra Costa Health Services 
(CCHS), West Contra Costa Unified School District (WCCUSD), and University 
of California, Berkeley Associate Professor Jason Corburn. The RHEP aims to 
advance health equity for children and families in Richmond and support the 
long-term goals of Healthy Richmond. 
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on the Richmond Parkway west side shoulder from Gertrude Avenue to Parr 
Boulevard, performed landscaping and irrigation installation on the planters at the 
Transit Village entrance, graffiti removal at the Skate Park, and fire fuel 
management in the Point Richmond area. 
 
Tree Crew trimmed and pruned trees along the Marina Bay area, Clinton Play 
Lot, and Point Richmond. 
 
Streets Division:  Pavement Maintenance dug out and paved and patched on the 
2800 block of Maine Avenue, 300 block of South 24th Street, 300 block of South 
25th Street, 400 block of South 26th Street, 1700 block of Virginia Avenue, and 
the 1600 block of Ohio Avenue. 
  
The street sweepers regularly scheduled commercial and residential routes for 
the fourth Monday through Thursday and the fifth Friday are Santa Fe, 
Coronado, Marina Bay, Point Richmond, Metro Richmore Village, Pullman 
Cortez/Stege, Park Plaza, Laurel Park, City Center, Richmond Annex, Parkview, 
Panhandle Annex, and Eastshore Neighborhood Council areas. 

 


