
Mayor and Councilmembers: 
 
This is the weekly report for the week ending July 13th, 2012. 
 
1. Meeting Notes 

 
The next meeting of the Richmond City Council is Tuesday, July 17th, beginning 
with a Closed Session at 5:30 PM, and with the regular agenda at 6:30 PM.  As a 
reminder, the City Council will also meet on July 24th and July 31st before starting 
its August hiatus. 
 

2. Wastewater Program Manager Chad Davisson is Leaving the City 
Organization 
 
Chad Davisson, the City’s Wastewater Program Manager, is leaving employment 
with the City of Richmond effective August 3, 2012, to accept a position with the 
City of San Mateo.  Chad has indicated that his work with Richmond “has been 
the most satisfying and rewarding period of (his) 25-year career in the public 
sector.”  From my perspective, Chad has been a significant asset to the City in 
dealing with very complex issues regarding the City’s wastewater programs, and 
he will be greatly missed.  Over the next several weeks, he and I will be 
discussing ways in which to keep the wastewater programs and projects in 
Richmond moving forward after his departure. 
 
I’m sure that you join me in wishing Chad, with deep appreciation, the very best 
in his new position. 
 

3. City of Richmond Receives $456,000 Grant to prepare a South Richmond 
Specific Plan 

 
On June 27th, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) officially 
awarded the City of Richmond a $496,000 Priority Development Area (PDA) 
Planning Program Grant to prepare a South Richmond Specific Plan 
(“Plan”).  The Plan will help implement the City’s vision to transform a currently 
underutilized industrial waterfront into a revitalized, mixed-use, pedestrian-
oriented district anchored by the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory’s 
Second Campus.  The grant proposal was prepared by Richmond’s Planning and 
Building Services Department.   
 
The Plan will cover the General Plan 2030 “Change Areas 15 and 16” (see the 
Land Use section of the adopted General Plan at 
www.cityofrichmondgeneralplan.org for maps of these areas), and the scope 
includes the preparation of an accompanying Environmental Impact Report for 
the Plan. 
 



For more information regarding this project, please contact Lina Velasco, Senior 
Planner at (510) 620-6841 or via email at Lina_Velasco@ci.richmond.ca.us. 

 
4. Employment & Training’s YouthWORKS Program Receives a $75,000 Grant  

From the S.D Bechtel Foundation 
 
The YouthWORKS Division of the Employment & Training Department has 
received, for a second year, a $75,000 grant from the Bechtel Foundation to 
support a year around effort by the after-school Academic Program, coordinated 
by Straight Talk on Prison (STOP) and its Executive Director, Pedro 
Lespier.  The second year of funding represents a $25,000 (50%) increase over 
last year’s funding. 
 
The S.D. Bechtel Jr. Foundation primarily supports the development of future 
leaders in the business community.  Thanks to the efforts of their Program 
Manager, Robert Joseph, they have expanded that priority to address the 
development of future leaders in troubled communities.  YouthWORKS 
represents the most ethnically diverse, at-risk community that they have ever 
funded. 
 
One of the requirements of the funding is to implement a service based 
community learning program.  YouthWORKS has partnered with the National 
Park Service, and their education coordinator, Ranger Matt Holmes, to assist 
with the development of the service learning component.  The classroom based 
portion of the service learning component is implemented by STOP, with 
curricula based on the National Crime Prevention Council’s CommunityWORKS 
program.  Ranger Holmes has initiated and nurtured the transition from 
classroom to worksite and has succeeded in creating the kind of relationships 
that are needed to bridge program and community. 
   
Both Ranger Holmes and Mr. Lespier have devoted the majority of their 
Saturdays since January to working with the youth on the edible garden and 
bioswale projects on the Richmond Greenway, built planter boxes for the 
Maritime Children’s Academy and assisted with staffing such City sponsored 
events such as the Compost/Fruit Tree Give-Away, the grand opening of the 
Rosie the Riveter WWII Homefront Headquarters and, most recently 
Juneteenth.  All in all, they have been responsible for coordinating and providing 
over 1,000 hours of volunteer labor throughout the community since January 
2012. 
 
In the upcoming year, Mr. Lespier will be implementing an accredited course he 
has designed related to urban agricultural science, and YouthWorks is working 
with the school district to ensure that program participants receive high school 
credit for this after-school program.  
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