
Mayor and Councilmembers: 
 
This is the weekly report for the week ending August 31st, 2012. 
 
1. Meeting Notes 
 

The City Council is on its annual August hiatus, but August ends today.  The next 
City Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 11th. 

 
2. City Hall Closed for Labor Day and Admission Day 
 

As a reminder, the City offices will be closed on both Monday, September 3rd, 
and Monday, September 10th, in observance of Labor Day and Admission Day, 
respectively. 

 
3. Chevron Refinery Fire Special Air Quality Board Meeting 

 
On Monday, September 10th from 9:45 AM to 11:00 AM, the Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District (BAAQMD) Board of Directors will hold a special board 
meeting regarding the Chevron Refinery Fire that occurred this past August 
6th.  BAAQMD oversees air quality policy, regulations, monitoring and 
enforcement within the San Francisco Bay Area.  The meeting will take place at 
the BAAQMD offices - 939 Ellis Street, 7th Floor Boardroom in San Francisco. 
 
Free bus service from Richmond will be provided for community members that 
may be interested in attending the meeting.  Please plan on arriving at 8:00 AM 
and boarding by 8:25 AM.  The buses will leave from the Richmond Civic Center 
Plaza at 8:30 AM sharp.  Due to limited space on the buses, you must RSVP in 
order to secure a spot.  The buses will return to Civic Center Plaza after the 
meeting at approximately noon. 
 
Please RSVP at: http://airqualityboardmeeting.eventbrite.com/ or (510) 620-
5502. 
  
For more information, please see: 
www.ci.richmond.ca.us/chevronrefineryfire2012 
http://www.baaqmd.gov/ 
www.richmondhealth.org 
www.richmondenvironment.org 

 
4. Public Briefing on Chevron Refinery Fire 

 
This past Monday, August 27th at 10:00 AM, the City of Richmond and Contra 
Costa Health Services/Hazardous Materials held a public briefing concerning the 
investigation of the Chevron Richmond Refinery fire.  The briefing was held in the 
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5. Community Health and Wellness Implementation: Peres Elementary School 
- Safe Routes to School 
 
The City recently made street improvements along Pennsylvania Avenue 
beginning at the intersection at Harbour Way, proceeding to the west, and ending 
at the cul-de-sac west of 3rd Street.  Within this stretch of Pennsylvania Avenue, 
the City implemented a back-in angled parking pilot project on the two blocks 
farthest to the west, near Peres Elementary School. The net effect of the new 
street improvements is an increase in the number of parking stalls, safer parking, 
safer pedestrian crossings for parents and students, implementation of Safe 
Routes to School principles, and a new bicycle lane connecting to the existing 
BayTrail network.  The teachers and staff benefit from additional parking spaces 
close to the campus, and everyone benefits from the traffic calming measures 
that have been installed to increase safety for students, parents and cyclists. 
 
The entire stretch of Pennsylvania Avenue from Harbour Way to the cul-de-sac is 
designated as a Class II Bicycle Lane (see Richmond Bicycle Master Plan 
and (Richmond Pedestrian Plan for more project information). 
 
This implementation project is an excellent example of collaboration among 
multiple stakeholders: the City’s Planning Department, Engineering Services 
Department, Public Works Department, City Manager’s Office; Peres Elementary 
School, West Contra Costa Unified School District (WCCUSD); Contra Costa 
Health Services (CCHS) and community groups such as Pogo Park, Building 
Blocks for Kids, and the Iron Triangle Neighborhood Council.  City Staff has been 
working with WCCUSD, CCHS, and multiple stakeholders to create safer school 
zones.  The school Principal and WCCUSD staff met with City on several 
occasions to discuss the project and provided input during the design phase of 
the project.  The Engineering Services Department Contractor first slurry sealed 
three blocks of Pennsylvania Avenue, from 7th Street to Turpin Court.  The Public 
Works Street Maintenance crews then paved Pennsylvania Avenue from Harbour 
Way to 7th Street and from Turpin Court to the cul-de-sac.  After all the pavement 
work was completed, the City’s contractor installed the new traffic striping for the 
entire stretch, just in time for the first day of school. 
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