Ordinance No. 61-06 N.S.

An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Richmond Revising Chapter 12.17 of the
Richmond Municipal Code relating to Sanitary Sewer Connections

The Council of the City of Richmond does ordain as follows:
Section 1. Amendment of Chapter 12.17.

Chapter 12.17 of the Richmond Municipal Code is hereby amended by deleting those terms shown in
strikethrough text and adding those terms shown in underlined text, as follows:

Chapter 12.17

PRIVATE-SANITARY SEWER EATERAL-CONNECTIONS

12.17.010 Definitions

12.17.020 Sewer Connections Required

12.17.030 Connections To Be Made Without Damage to Streets
12.17.040 Standards for Sewer Laterals and Appurtenant Facilities
12.17.050 Lateral Testing Requirements

12.17.060 Failure of Test

12.17.070 Lateral Certification

12.17.080 Notices to Correct Violations

12.17.090 Persons Authorized to Perform Work

12.17.100 Other Regulatory Considerations

12.17.110 Nuisance Conditions

12.17.120 Right of Entry

12.17.130 Citation Penalties

12.17.010 Definitions

The following termsdefinitions apply to this Chapter. ehapterand-augment-definitionsfound Terms

not defined in this Section shall have their ordinary and common meaning or, if applicable, the
meaning set forth in the Uniform Plumbing Code:

(@ ““Backflow Valve shall mean a backflow-valve that is opened by the flow of sewage exiting the
heuse- a structure but closes when the flow reverses, preventmg sewage from backmg mto the

dwelling structure. - All




(b)

(€

(d)

()

(f)

(9)

(h)

backflow prevention-valves re
before-theirinstalation shall conform to the specrfrcatlons set forth in the Unrform Plumbrnq

Code and all quidelines and policies established by the City Engineer to implement this Chapter.

“Building sewer”” shall have the same meaning as “lateral,”” defined below.

“Certificate of Lateral Compliance’ shall mean the certificate issued by the City Engineer
certifying that a lateral complies with the standards set forth in this Chapter. A fee for a
Certificate of Compliance shall be charged in accordance with the City’s rate and fee schedule.
A Certificate of Compliance is valid only for the lateral at the address specified in the Certificate
and for a period of fifteen (15) years.

“City authorrzed representatrve” shall mean the City Engrneer or hrs or her desrqnee a-city

“City of Richmond™ or “City”” forthe purpeses-ofthis-code-chaptershall-alse shall mean the City
of Richmond and shall include Richmond Municipal Sewer District Number 1.

“City’s fee and rate schedule’ shall mean a list of all eity City of Richmond service, penalty,
interest, and permit fees, and hourly personnel and equipment rates, as amended from time to
time.

“Cleanout™ shall mean a segment of pipe connected to a sewer lateral and rising to the surface,
providing access to the lateral for purposes of inspection and removal of obstructions. (See also
“two-way cleanout,” defined below.)

“Commercial building” shall mean any building designed for use as or used for commercial

purposes. in the commercially zoned area in the City.

(i)

)

(k)

O]

(m)

(n)

(0)

“Lateral,” ““building sewer,” or “‘service lateral’’ shall mean the sewer pipeline conveying
wastewater from the premises of a user to the City’s sewer system.

"Main” or “sewer main’’ shall mean any sewer pipe within a public or private street or right-of-
way receiving or intended to receive the discharges of one or more sewer lateral(s). No sewer
main constructed after the effective date of this Chapter shall be less than eight inches (8”) in
diameter nor be laid or constructed in any city street, easement or right-of-way under the control
of the City, except to the lines, grades, and specifications approved by the City Engineer.

“Maintenance” shall mean routine flushing or rodding of a sewer to maintain a free flowing
condition.

"Overflow device™ shall mean a device designed to relieve the pressure created when a gravity
sewer is flowing full. All overflow devices require the approval of the City Engineer for proper
application before their installation.

“Person”” shall mean any individual, partnership, firm, company, corporation, association, joint
stock company, trust, estate, governmental entity or any other legal entity, or their legal
representative, agents or assigns. The masculine gender shall include the feminine, the sinqular
shall include the plural where indicated by context.

“Plumbing fixtures’ shall mean sinks, baths, showers, toilets, bidets, and all fixtures and
appliances, such as dishwashers and washing machines, from which water or wastewater are

discharged.

"Private sewer main-system’ shall mean a main on private property that connects to the City’s
sanitary sewer system. A private sewer main shall meet the same standards as a lateral and is
subject to aII Iateral testrnq certification and enforcement provrsrons of thrs Chapter.-a-seweror




(p) ““Repair” shall mean physical exposure of a section of pipe and/or appurtenances and-for the
purpose of resuming proper operating condition.

(@) ““Replacement” shall mean removal and replacement of existing pipe and/or appurtenances.

() ““Sanitary sewer system’ shall have the same meaning as “publicly owned treatment works”
that term |s deflned at Rlchmond Mun|C|paI Code Sectlon 12 18 020 a—pteeer—eenelmt—wmeh

(s) ““Service lateral’ shall have the same meaning as *“lateral,” defined above.

(t) "Sewage” shall mean water carrying wastes from residences, business buildings, institutions and
industrial establishments, together with such other waters as may be present or any combmatlon
of such wastes and water. w A

(u) ““Sewer facilities” shall mean and include the sanitary and storm sewage collection systems
owned and operated by the City, all appurtenances thereto, and all portions thereof.

(v) ““Storm sewer” or “storm drain” shall mean a pipe or conduit which carries storm and surface
waters and drainage, but excludes sewage and polluted industrial wastes.

(w) ““Subdivider’ shall mean a-person,-firm,-corporation,parthership-or-association-which-causes to
cause land to be d|V|ded |nto separate developed or developable lots that are or may be owned by
different persons.a
others:

(x) “Two-way cleanout™ shall mean a “Y”- or “V”’-shaped segment of pipe connected to a sewer
lateral and rising to the surface, providing access to the lateral in both directions for purposes of
inspection and removal of obstructions.

(y) ““User” shall mean and include any person Who causes or permlts a dlscharqe of sewage |nto the
Clty S sanltarv sewer system

(z) “Wastewater” shall have the meaning set forth at Richmond Municipal Code Section 12.18.020.

12.17.020 Sewer Connections Required

Property owners shall provide connections to the sanitary sewer system in accordance with Richmond
Munlcmal Code Sections 12. 16 010 and 12. 16 020, as those sectlons mav be amended from time to

12.17.030266 Connections To Be Made Without Damage To Streets



All sewers-and-sewer connections to the City’s sanitary sewer system shall be laid se-that-heuse
connections-can-be-made-without damaging the surface of any improved street unless the City

Engineer grants a permit to remove and replace street paving.-Fhereafterbefore-any-person-shall-be
given a permit by the City Engineer to alter or remove the surface dressing of any improved street, To
obtain such a permit, the applicant shall furnish the City Engineer with a bond with two sufficient
sureties in an amount set forth in the City’s fee and rate schedule-shat-be-given-te-the City-Engineer.
The bond shall guarantee that the eondition-efthe-altered permit holder will restore the street surface to
a serviceable condition as good or better than the condition of the street prior to resurfacing. wiH-be

12.17.040030 Property owner’s responsibility for lateral repairs and maintenance Standards for

Sewer Laterals and Appurtenant Facilities

@ Hshal-be-therespensibitity-of the-property-ownerto Every property owner shall perform all

required maintenance and te-keep the lateral(s) and private sewer main(s), if any, connecting

the premlses on his or her property to the Clty s sanltarv sewer system in good condltlon .-aS

(b) Fhe-buHding-sewermust-be-maintained-to Every lateral shall meet the following minimum

requirements:

Q) Fhe-sanitary-sewer-lateral It shall be kept free from roots, grease deposits, and other

solids which may impede the flow or obstruct the transmission of waste.

(i) Alljoints shall be tight and all pipes shall be sound and free from structural defects,
cracks, breaks, openings, and missing portions to prevent ex-filtration by waste or
infiltration by ground water or storm water.

(iity  Fhesanitary-sewer-lateral-shat-befree-of-any-structural-defects —cracks—breaks—or
missing-portions-and-the The grade of every lateral shall be uniform without sags or
offsets.

(iv)  Fhesanitary-sewerlateral It shall have a two-way cleanout located at or near the

property line or at or near the sewer main easement. All cleanouts shall be securely

capped-with-a-propercap at all times. Fhe-sanitary-sewerlateral-shall-be-free from

(v) It shall be equipped with a backflow valve or overflow device.

(vi)  Inconjunction with a lateral serving a structure in which there are plumbing fixtures at
an elevation too low to permit drainage by gravity from the fixtures to the sewer main,
the property owner shall install and maintain a pump or other appropriate device or
devices to lift the contents of the sewer lateral to the City’s sanitary sewer system. Such
devices shall be installed and maintained in accordance with the Uniform Building and
Plumbing Codes and all applicable provisions of the Richmond Municipal Code, and
shall be subject to testing, repair and replacement under the provisions of this Chapter
governing sewer laterals.




12.17.050 Lateral Testing Requirements

(a)

All testing procedures must be approved by the City Engineer, or his or her designee, and

(b)

performed in accordance with approved procedures. Results of all lateral tests shall be filed
with the City Engineer. If, after testing, a property owner agrees to undertake specific repairs
or replacements to bring a lateral into compliance with the provisions of this Chapter, the
statement of test results shall specify the repairs or replacements to be completed before
retesting; shall state, “The property owner agrees to complete the above repairs and/or
replacements and retest the subject lateral(s) in accordance with Richmond Municipal Code
Chapter 12.17”; and shall be signed by the property owner.

Laterals for all multi-unit residential buildings, all commercial buildings and all industrial

(©)

facilities in the City of Richmond and all private sewer mains that connect to the City’s sanitary
sewer system shall be tested within one (1) year of the effective date of this Chapter and shall
be repaired or replaced as necessary to ensure compliance with the standards set forth in this

Chapter.

Whenever title to property located in the City of Richmond is transferred, and the property

(d)

includes buildings or structures that discharge into a sanitary sewer system, the sewer lateral(s)
to the property shall be tested for compliance with the standards set forth in this Chapter.
Before title is transferred, all repairs or replacements necessary to bring a lateral into
compliance shall be performed. A seller shall disclose to prospective purchasers the
requirements of this Chapter and the compliance status of the subject property. This subsection
shall not apply to transfer of title to:

(i) An individual unit in a multi-unit building served by a single lateral.

(i) A property for which there is a valid Certificate of Lateral Compliance.

(iii) A property located in the City of Richmond but served by a sanitary sewer service
provider that has a lateral maintenance, inspection and repair program in place.

Whenever property located in the City of Richmond and containing one or more structures is

(e)

subdivided, the sewer lateral(s) serving the property shall be tested. Before the subdivision is
approved, all repairs or replacements necessary to bring a lateral into compliance shall be
performed. If the subdivision of land causes structures served by a single lateral to be
separated onto different lots, laterals for each lot on which there is a structure shall be
constructed in accordance with the Uniform Building and Plumbing Codes and all applicable
provisions of the Richmond Municipal Code.

Whenever property located in the City of Richmond is remodeled to include the addition of two

(f)

or more plumbing fixtures that discharge into a sanitary sewer system, the sewer lateral(s) to
the property shall be tested. Before final building inspection, all repairs or replacements
necessary to bring a lateral into compliance shall be performed.

The City Engineer reserves the right to notify any owner of property for which there is not a

valid Certificate of Lateral Compliance on file that the City shall conduct a random test of the
property’s sewer lateral in accordance with Richmond Municipal Code Section 12.17.120 and
shall notify the property owner of and require the property owner to correct any conditions that
do not comply with this Chapter.




12.17. 060340 Failure Of Test

Should a lateral fail the test, the lateral shall be either-repaired or replaced, as necessary and in
accordance with the Uniform Building and Plumbing Codes and all applicable provisions of the

Richmond Municipal Code , andthen retested. A-plumbing-permitshall-berequired-in-ordertoperform
the-necessary-repairs-orreplacement: This process shall continue until the lateral passes the required

test.

12.17.070450 Lateral Certification

Once the lateral has suceessfuthy-passed the testing procedure and upon payment of the appropriate fee
as published in the City’s fee and rate schedule, the City Engineer, or said-City-Engineer’s his or her
designee, shall issue a signed Certificate of Lateral Compliance to the property owner specifying the
address of the property served by the subject lateral. A Certificate of Lateral Compliance shall be valid
for fifteen (15) years and shall be valid only for the lateral at the address specified in the Certificate.
The City Engineer shall maintain records of all Certificates of Lateral Compliance issued.

12.17.080 Notices To Correct ViolationsMake-Connections

(a)—ttshal-be-the-duty-of-the If the City Engineer efthe-City-of Richmond-to receives notice that a

lateral does not meet the standards set forth in this Chapter and the property owner has not
agreed in writing to perform the repairs or replacements necessary to bring the lateral into
compliance, then the City Engineer shall give written notice to the property owner of any
conditions that violate this Chapter. Such notice shall specify the repair or replacement
necessary to correct the condition and the time in which to make the correction, and shall advise

the property owner of the enforcement DI’OVISIOI’]S of this Chapter. —eHhHFagen%s—#—Knemm—anel

12.17.090466 Persons Authorized To Perform Work

Only contractors licensed by the state shall be authorized to construct or repair private-sewage laterals
and mains.

12.17.100-208 Other Regulatory Considerations
@ The Uniform Building and Plumbing eCodes and other applicable regulations adopted by the

City of Richmond shall govern the construction efprivate-lateral and repair of laterals and
mains.

(b) The City Engineer shall establish guidelines and policies for implementing and enforcing this
Chapter.

(c) If property located in the City of Richmond is served by a sanitary sewer service provider other
than the City of Richmond and that service provider has a lateral maintenance, inspection and
repair program in place, the property shall be subject to the requlations and standards of the
service provider. If property located in the City of Richmond is served by a sanitary sewer
service provider that does not have a lateral maintenance, inspection and repair program in
place, the property is subject to the requirements of this Chapter.

12.17.110066 Hlegal-Sewer-Cennections_Nuisance Conditions




All sewer laterals or sewer clean-outs which contain leaks or breaks;; uncapped or improperly capped
sewer clean-outs;; sump pumps;; down spouts or yard drains which discharge into the City’s sanitary
sewer systems;; and all other sources of accidental, negligent or intended introduction of storm water
run off or similar waters into the sanitary sewer system are hereby declared to be a public nuisance,
subject to abatement in accordance with Richmond Municipal Code Chapter 9.22 if, after being
notified of the nuisance condition, the property owner fails to correct the condition. If the City of
Richmond abates a sewer-related public nuisance, the costs of such abatement shall be assessed against
the subject property owner and may result in a lien against the subject property in accordance with

Rlchmond Munlcmal Code Sectlons 12 16 050 and 12 16 060 -It—sueh—a—eenel+t+ene*5ts—ﬁ—sha“—lee

12.17.120676 Right of Entry

The City Engineer, or said-City-Engineer’s his or her designee, may enter, inspect, collect wastewater
samples, and test any buildings, structures, or premises to secure compliance or prevent a violation of
any portion of this ehapter-Chapter. Unless there is an emergency threatening the public health, safety
or welfare, the City Engineer shall provide at least ten (10) business days notice to the property owner
of intent to enter upon property. The City Engineer may also request that a property owner provide all
written records of lateral inspection, maintenance, repair and replacement at the time of inspection or

Wlthln ten (10) or more busmess davs after recelpt of the request Ihe—Gtty—Engmeer—eesatd—Gtty

12.17.130216 Citation Penalties

In addition to, or in lieu of, the remedies set forth in this Chapterabeve, any violation of this chapter
may result in the issuance of an administrative citation pursuant to the-previsiens-ef Richmond

Municipal Code Chapter 2.62-efthis-Municipal-Code.










Section I1. Severability.

If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for
any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such a decision shall not affect the validity of the
remaining portions of this Ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed each
section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Ordinance irrespective of
the unconstitutionality or invalidity of any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph sentence clause
or phrase.

Section I1l. Effective Date.

This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days following its adoption.

*kkk

Introduced at a regular meeting of the City Council on October 17, 2006, and passed and adopted at a
meeting of the City Council held on November 14, 2006, by the following vote:

AYES: Councilmembers Bates, Butt, Griffin, Marquez, McLaughlin, Rogers, Thurmond
and Vice Mayor Viramontes

NOES: None

ABSTENTIONS: None

ABSENT: Mayor Anderson
DIANE HOLMES
Clerk of the City of Richmond
(SEAL)
Approved:

IRMA L. ANDERSON
Mayor

Approved as to form:

JOHN EASTMAN
City Attorney

State of California }
County of Contra Costa . SS.
City of Richmond }

I certify that the foregoing is a true copy of Ordinance No. 61-06 N.S., finally passed and
adopted by the Council of the City of Richmond at a meeting held on November 14, 2006, and
published in accordance with law.
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