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JULY 9, 2014 6:49 P. M
PROCEEDI NGS
--000- -

CHAI R LANE: Good eveni ng and wel cone. The
July 9th, 2014, special neeting of the R chnond Pl anning
Conmi ssion is now in session.

Before we get started, if you could | ook and
see if you have one of these. This is a cellphone. |If
you coul d please nake sure it's on silent or vibrate.
And if you do need to nake or take a call, please do so
outside of the auditorium W have a | ot of people
here, so ringing and phone conversations is not a good
t hi ng.

So at this tine we say the Pl edge of
Al l egiance. W usually have a flag when we're in the
chanbers. W don't have one today, but we can stil
rise and we'll recite it.

[ Pl edge of All egi ance]

CHAI R LANE: Ckay. | hear a phone.

Ckay. The next agenda itemis roll call

Staff, can we have roll call, please.

M5. VELASCO Chair Lane.

CHAI R LANE: Here.

MS5. VELASCO  Vice Chair Choi.

VICE CHAIR CHO : Here.
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MS. VELASCO  Commi ssi oner Langl oi s.

COW SSI ONER LANGLO' S:  Her e.

MS5. VELASCO.  Commi ssi oner Reyes.

COW SSI ONER REYES: Here.

M5. VELASCO  Conmi ssioner Butt.

COW SSI ONER BUTT:  Here.

M5. VELASCO  Comm ssioner WIlis.

COW SSI ONER W LLI'S:  Here.

M5. VELASCO  Conmi ssioner Martinez.

COW SSI ONER MARTI NEZ:  Her e.

CHAIR LANE: Okay. So the staff nmenbers with
us this evening -- tonight -- are, to the audience's
left, is Hector Rojas and Lina Vel asco, both seni or
pl anners in the Planning Departnent. To the audience's
right is Carlos Privat and Rachel Sommovill a,
representing the Gty Attorney's Ofice, and Richard
Mtchell, Director of Building and Pl anni ng Servi ces.

So tonight's neeting, as you can see by how
many of us are here tonight, is very inmportant. And so
one of the things I'mgoing to ask is for all of us just
to respect all the various views, ideas that we w ||
hear tonight fromthe public speakers as well as from
t he Comm ssioners as we discuss this issue. So what
does that nean? That neans no booi ng, no hissing. None

of that stuff will be allowed tonight. I'mfine with
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appl ause, but just keep it to a mninmm neaning just
don't prolong it, because we're going to have a | ot of
di scussi on and public speakers tonight. That's all |
have for tonight.

And one other thing: I'ma little bit under
the weather, so if you hear nme coughing |I'm not
di srepecting anyone. It's just I'ma little sick.

So with that, I will outline the way the
Comm ssion functions and the hearing procedures. And
let me just reiterate before we get started, | will give
this last opportunity. |If you do wish to speak, you do
need to have filled out a speaker form which is up here
to nmy right with staff. So if you need to do that,
here's your kind of |ast chance to fill it out.

Once the discussion of the agenda item begins,
no one shall be permtted to speak on the item ot her
t han those persons who have submtted their nanes to
Pl anning staff. Your nanme will be called when the item
i s announced for discussion. Wen your nane is called,
pl ease cone to the front of the auditorium as you wll
be speaking here, in order to nove the hearing al ong at
a pronpt pace. And Planning staff w || probably cal
people in groups. Thank you.

So the following is the way in which we w |

conduct tonight's public hearing. |, the Chair, wll
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open the item City staff and consultants will explain
the application and offer its analysis. The Chair, |

w Il request that Planning Comm ssioners hold their
questions to staff until after the public hearing is

cl osed.

Applicant will be given ten mnutes to present
their project. QOpponents or persons requesting
nodi fications on the project will be given ten m nutes.
And |'ve been told the R chnond Environnental Justice
Coalition has representatives who want to speak in this
rol e.

The remai ni ng speakers will be taken on a
first-cone-first-served basis. Each of you will be
given two mnutes to speak. And two mnutes is a short
anmount of tinme, so which neans just be concise and to
the point wth your coments, because when that two
mnutes is up, it's up.

After all speakers signed up to speak have
fini shed, the applicant and opponents wll have
two-mnute rebuttals. After the two-mnute rebuttals,
Comm ssioners can ask questions or can obtain clarity
fromthe applicants or opponents or those requesting
nodi fi cati ons.

When the public hearing is closed and after

di scussion, the Comm ssion will vote.
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The Chair of the Conmmission will then inform
t he audi ence of the Conm ssion's actions and outline the
appeal procedure.

G ven that we have a | ot of speakers tonight,
|"'mnot sure how far we'll get into the hearing. W
have set aside tine for tonorrow, July 10th, to also

agai n have and continue the neeting tonorrow night. And

we'll begin -- I"'mpretty sure Planning staff will share
that -- at 5:30 p.m tonorrow. So if we don't get to

all of the speakers tonight, | hope, if you haven't been
call ed up today, you will join us tonorrow, so you'll be

able to provide your public conmrent.
So with that, the sole agenda itemis PLN

11089, Chevron Refinery Mdernization Project. So I'l|

ask staff how many speakers -- well, | think they're
still counting.
Ckay. So I'll ask to give it to City staff.

M5. VELASCO  Good evening. Thank you, Chair
Lane, Vice Chair Choi, and Comm ssioners, and the
general public.

We are here this evening to consider
certification of the Environnental |npact Report and a
request for a conditional use permt and a design revi ew
permt for the Chevron Refinery Modernization Project.

And here with me this evening, Jennifer

11
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Her nandez of Holland & Knight, the GCty's outside
counsel, will be doing the presentation. And I also
have Dr. Shari Libicki, who will be available wth
questions, along with key nmenbers of the consultant
t eam

So, with that, I'll pass it on to Jennifer.

M5. HERNANDEZ: Well, now it's on.

| apol ogi ze in advance for ny m crophone
techni que, which is wanting, as is nuch el se. But thank
you very nuch for the opportunity to address you.
have to say on behalf of the EIR preparation team it's
been an honor to work with the Gty of R chnond and with
the R chnond community on this project.

My goal today is to spend a half an hour going
t hrough where we are and what's happeni ng toni ght --
where we are in the EIR process, what's happeni ng
tonight. There have been three topics that have been
t he subj ect of considerable conmment and, | think, still
confusion. And so I'll be focused on those three topics
and not going through what | did last tinme for the
Pl anni ng Conm ssion, which was a quite tedious recital
of a lot.

So the slides that we'll be going through are
avai | abl e and sonewhat visible in the corner. |

apol ogi ze for the constraints of the room
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The project consists of several conponents:
t he hydrogen-pl ant repl acenent, sone sul fur-renoval
i nprovenents which will allowthe refinery to actually
process and renove nore sulfur than it currently does;
infrastructure inprovenents to tie in this new
equi pnent; and then a conbi nati on of additional project
features that have been added to either reduce eni ssions
or inprove public safety. Those are project design
f eat ur es.

Next slide. Were we are now is we have an
extended now EIR process. The California Environnental
Qual ity Act proscribes certain mandatory features --
publ i c conment process, notice process, and whatever.

At each and every step of this EIR process the City has
directed that we exceed the m ni nrum set-by standards by
CEQA; and we have exactly done that. So we had, for
exanpl e, additional workshops prior to issuance of the
Draft DEIR in order to brief the community on various
key topics |ike greenhouse gas and refinery operations.

Wien the Draft EIR was rel eased on March 18t h,
that started a 45-day public review period. And during
that public review period it's optional to have one
hearing. W actually had several. W had public
wor kshops, which were interactive opportunities to talk

to the experts who wote the EIR W had a study
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session with the Pl anni ng Comm ssion -- again,
interactive -- and included the experts that prepared
various sections of the EIR And then we had the fornal
public comment hearing. Also, during the public coment
process we had the project Design Review Board and the
Desi gn Revi ew Board had feedback that's part of today's
pr oceedi ng.

The public conment period ended on May 2nd.
And that started us in preparing what's call ed the Final
EIR, which consists of all of the comments nade, oral as
well as witten; responses to all of those coments
prepared by the sane suite of experts that prepared the
Draft EIR and then also changes to the Draft EIR
There were significant changes to the Draft EIR in terns
of additional alternatives |ooked at, mtigati on neasure
enhancenents and clarifications, and sone additi onal
anal ysi s.

So the comment process is very inportant. W
took it very seriously and we produced a pretty |ong
Final EIR The Final EIR has to be available for ten
days before it's acted on. This EIR was avail able --
the Final EIR -- was avail abl e nuch | onger and i ncl uded
toni ght's additional hearing.

We al so had a separate process that was really

aimed at a very common Contra Costa, as well as
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California, practice of considering whether there should
be comunity benefits associated with this kind of
project, this kind of industrial project. Wen this
project was first approved and before the EIR was
invalidated by the court, there was a conmunity benefits
agreenent. There was sone criticismabout the way that
comrunity benefits agreenent was worked through. This
process, in considering conmunity benefits, was designed
to be much nore transparent at the direction of the
Cty. And we had two public workshops on conmunity
benefit itens; and we'll talk about that a little bit
nor e.

So ending with where we are today is the
Pl anni ng Commi ssion today or tonmorrow is slated to
consi der whether to certify the EIR and approve the
conditional use permt and related docunents for this
pr oj ect.

| need to briefly now go through sone of the
final -- or sonme of the key topics that people raised in
responses to conments on the Draft EIR as well as the
three kind of key topics that continue to be, | think,
of greatest concern in the community.

Just briefly, we had lots of letters. And
many of those -- over eight hundred -- were form

| etters. Eight agencies -- public agencies, state and
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| ocal -- comrented; fifteen organizations; forty-nine
i ndividuals. And we had seventy speakers speak.

The topics that the Draft EIR process is
designed to kind of solicit input on is really about
whet her the environnmental inpacts are appropriately
consi dered and whether significant inpacts are
appropriately mtigated. But people like to talk about
what they like to talk about. And that's al ways
appropriate. The nost coments by vol une we had were
about the project nerits, not about the environmental
i npacts. Should you approve the project? Should you
not approve the project? People weighed in with
opi nions -- strong opinions -- on both sides.

Jobs and comrunity benefits are |ikew se not
envi ronnental inpacts. But the job-associated i ssues of
this project received a | ot of positive comments.
Community benefits received a share of comments. So
actually by volune the nost comments weren't on the
envi ronnent anal ysis; they were on the project nerits
and on jobs and conmunity benefits.

When we did get to environnental inpacts, we
really focused on and comenters really focused on air
quality, including questions about one of the units of
the refinery that's been there quite a while called the

fluid catalytic converter, which is shorthand called the

16
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FCC. It cracks -- I'ma philosophy major -- it cracks

t he nol ecul es of hydrocarbon fromlong nol ecules into
shorter nol ecules. Past that, we have to talk to Dr.
Libicki. But it's a significant unit at the refinery;
and there are questions -- and |I'mgoing to talk about
that nore -- questions about air toxics and health risks
frombreathing air near the refinery or el sewhere in

Ri chnond. What is the air-toxic story associated with
this project? And then questions about different kinds
of much nore technical anal ytical nethods.

The next topic that was consi derabl e focus was
gr eenhouse-gas em ssions and 1'l1|l talk about that.

And then public safety. A quick note on
public safety: The 2008 EIR which this replaces by
court order didn't spend a ot of tinme on public safety.
It basically said there's a lot of laws and regs on
public safety and they're going to be conplied wth.
This EIR took a very, very different approach,
especially after the August 2012 fire. W had
i ndependent refinery safety experts crawl all over the
refinery and the refinery safety team and docunents; and
we cane up with quite a laundry list of additiona
measur es above and beyond what's required by law. And
sothis is a very different public safety anal ysis and

was not, by the way, ordered by the court. The court
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ordered this to be redone based on air quality and
greenhouse-gas issues. The public safety enhancenents
were really very nuch pronpted by comrunity concern and
direction fromthe Cty.

Finally, there were questions about mtigation
measures. Are these real? O is it just a binder on
the shelf? Can they be enforced? And alternatives.

After the draft EIR was issued -- in fact, an
hour and ten m nutes after the Final EIR went to
print -- we had the first of two letters fromthe
Attorney General's office. The Attorney General has a
unique role in being able to enforce CEQA and, frankly,
not having to conply with any of the deadli nes.
Nevert hel ess, we had tal ked for sone weeks with the
Attorney General's team and we knew their concerns.

And, although they issued a comment |etter before having
seen the final EIR that was fairly critical, shortly
thereafter they issued a second coment |etter that
agreed with the Final EIR analysis, nmuch of which had
been tailored to the concerns we'd heard fromthemearly
and endorsed a particular new alternative call ed
Alternative 11, which I'll talk to you about in a
mnute. So there were two post-Final EIR letters from
the Attorney GCeneral.

We have now even nore recently -- Thursday,
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yesterday, and now today -- received additional
comrents, including proposed changes to the conditions
of approval for the project that are newy avail abl e
fromthe Communities for Better Environnment and today
fromthe R chnond Progressive Alliance. And so those
are nore topics to be discussed, |I think, by the

Pl anni ng Conm ssion. They're outside the scope of the
normal Final EIR process, but I did want to acknow edge
themand their inportance in this overall process.

So now on to the three key topics. The first
one is the longest. The second two are pretty short. |
hope I"mnot losing you with this pace. I'mtrying to
be brisk, given the nunmber of folks in the room who want
to talk; and that's what we want to do is |isten.

So three comment topics | want to go into sone
detail on. The first is this whole issue of toxic air
contam nants. |s breathing the air around the refinery
dangerous? 1Is it going to get nore dangerous? How
dangerous? That's a big issue. There's confusion about
the issue. 1'mgoing to talk about it in four, five,
six slides, actually.

The second topic is the issue | tal ked about
before, this fluid catalytic cracker issue, this FCC
issue. Is it in conmpliance with permt limts? Is it

spewi ng out a lot of particulate matter, which is like a
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fine soot that you can breathe deep into your |ungs and
is quite dangerous? Wat is the story with the FCC and
particulate matter, or PM as it's called in the

regul atory environnent?

And finally, so there's this new alternative
that the California Attorney General thinks should be
approved, if any project is going to be approved here.
And it's called Alternative 11. It's a conbination of
two of the alternatives studied in the Draft EIR, but
nmooshed together. [It's environnentally superior to the
project. And | want to talk to you a little bit nore
about what that alternative | ooks |like, especially given
the Attorney General's endorsenent of it.

Ckay. So first, health risk fromtoxic air
contam nants. Put up with nme for a little bit. So a
toxic air contam nant is defined as sonething you
breat he that may cause or contribute to an increase in
death or serious illness or which may pose a present or
potential hazard to human health. This is stuff you
don't want to be breathing if you can avoid it.

Di fferent kinds of chem cals can cause
different kinds of risk. Some can cause cancer. Sone
can cause asthma. Sone can cause both. And there's
| ots of in-between. Sone can suffocate you. You go

into your garage, seal it, turn on the car and let the

20
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exhaust build up, you can suffocate fromthat kind of --
so there's different kinds of health risks associ ated
wth different kinds of chem cal em ssions in air.

For an environnental inpact report on a
project, the key analysis is not what each chemcal is
i ndividually, but rather what is the project going to
emt as a whole? Wat are all of these chem cals and
how are they going to act and where are people going to
be exposed to them and how dangerous are they? So we
| ook at the world of toxic air contamnants in the
context of all toxic air contam nants to eval uate

whet her there's a health risk and, if so, what kind of

heal th ri sk.
Because not all toxic air contam nants -- and
that's sort of a regulatory termof art -- have the sane

danger, there are inportant distinctions to be nmade
about toxic air contam nants that aren't very dangerous
and sone that are nuch nore dangerous. Sonme exanples --
and ny partner N cholas Targ, whom sone of you know,

came up with the chile anal ogy, which I think nakes

sense. But, you know, |I'm part Mexican. So one of the
exanpl es has a | ow cancer potency -- jal apefio.
Anot her, diesel particulate matter -- and |

want that one to be sonething you think about. Diese

particulate matter is the big baddy for this project.
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It cones nostly fromtransportati on engi ne conbusti on.
And di esel particulate matter -- which any of us who
have ever ridden a yell ow school bus, we've breathed

it -- that is the toughest, nobst dangerous thing --
chemcal. And it's called a "risk driver" in the

parl ance of this health-risk-assessnent stuff |'m about
to tal k about associated with this project.

Di esel particulate matter -- pretty tough.
That's not a good chem cal to be breathing.

You know, | don't even know how to pronounce
this. Shari?

Acet al dehyde. Not a chemistry magjor. A |ow
cancer potency. The keys -- or the chem cals that have
hi gh potencies as well as high quantities are the risk
drivers. That's what we care about the nost. And here,
again, that's diesel particulate matter.

We spent a lot of tinme -- alot of tinme --
trying to figure out and nake diesel particul ate
reductions occur as part of this project, because
reductions in diesel particulate matter is what was
going to be critical to assuring that public health did
not get worse. And, in fact, as you'll see in just a
mnute or two, we think actually risk frominhaling
toxic air contam nants will be lower -- that is to say

the public health will be better -- with this project,
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given the suite of mtigations that we have cone up
wit h.

But for those of you who don't already know
this -- next slide -- Richnond is in an area that has a
very hi gh background | evel of toxic air contam nants.
This slide is produced by the Bay Area Air Quality
Managenent District; and it's designed to capture and
visual ly picture how nmuch health risk is currently
present in the whole Bay Area. And each community is
separately mapped. And this is expressed in units of
cancer per mllion. And even one cancer case per
mllion is nothing you want to ignore, but in sone cases
we have areas with four or even six hundred cancer cases
per mllion. And that is a high background |evel of
toxic air contam nant risk

Because of that high background | evel of toxic
air contam nant risk and because of CEQA' s structure in
considering cumul ative effects, as well as the
envi ronnental justice issues associated with this
community -- and I'mgoing into a lot of detail -- this
EIR takes the position that no increase in risk is
acceptable. No increase in health risk is |less than
significant for CEQA purposes. W had to at |east nake
sure that there was no increase in risk. |If you can

make it better, so nmuch the better. But no increase is
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where we started and where we stayed in this EIR

So now |'m going to show you a coupl e of
wei rd-1ooking pictures and then do a little nore
expl anation and then I'I|l be done with this topic.

So how does the science work to figure out
you' ve got quantities of toxic air contam nants that are
being emtted. |Is it dangerous or not? That science is
called the health risk assessnent process. And what a
health ri sk assessnent process requires is that you feed
into a conputer nodel each of the chemcals, details
about where the chem cals are comng from in what
vol unmes, how toxic they are, howtoxic they are to
chronic illnesses |ike asthma versus acute or
cancer-type illnesses. And then you nodel where people
are going to be actually breathing this stuff and in
what quantities.

This EIR has 8,000 points spread throughout
the Ri chnond comunity to nodel what is that
nei ghbor hood, what is virtually al nost that house, what
is that house going to be like in terns of the air it
breathes if this project is approved. And the nmap that
you have up there uses color to denonstrate green,
especially solid green, is a net inprovenent in air
quality. How is that possible? That's possible because

we required mtigation and Chevron agreed to mtigation
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that was ained at the npst toxic of these contam nants,
di esel particulate matter, and the biggest source of
di esel parcel matter, which is not the refinery. |It's
shipping. |It's the ships that go to and fromthe | ong
wharf; and it's the tugs that service the | ong wharf.

Chevron is replacing three older ships with
two newer, cleaner ships that will conme to the |ong
wharf instead of the old ships. And they're
retrofitting a tugboat with hypercl ean engi ne
technol ogy. And so that tugboat, which not only serves
the long wharf, but also serves other parts of the
Ri chnond port, will actually be a ot cleaner than it is
t oday.

Now, those don't have nuch to do with those
shi pping activities, don't have nuch to do wth the
refinery. And I'"'mgoing to tell you why they're so
inportant for the mtigation story for tax in a sec.

But they're not refinery units, but they are the driver
of health risk fromtoxic air contam nants. And that's
how we get to green, better for the community. Solid
green is best. Mediumgreen is next best. And the dots
just nean that we have fewer sanpling points in the dot
area. W have so many sanpling points in the

nei ghbor hood cl osest -- the nei ghborhoods cl osest to the

refinery that they nmerge together and that's why it
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| ooks solid. But the solid colors plus the dots -- and
then this map actually is expanded, this is just a
focused area for this neeting -- are 8,000 different

poi nts of nodel ed and neasured toxi cs.

The next slide -- put that visually -- first
one -- could you go back to the first one? The first
slide is the project. This is the nodernization project
considered in the EIR

The next slide. Look at this. Now we have
all green. Go back and forth. Toggle back and forth.

Light green is not as clean. Dark green is cleaner.

The alternative endorsed by the AG -- the
Attorney Ceneral's office -- is this slide. This is
cleaner still. So for the nodernization project we were
able to make sure there was no net decrease in -- or no

net increase in health risk fromtoxics. Under the
environnental |y superior alternative endorsed by the
Attorney Ceneral, it's actually a net inprovenent in air
quality and health risks. Talk about that a little bit
nor e.

Ckay. Let's then go to the next slide. There
was a flyer that was put out identifying 15 chem cals
that increased as a result of this project; and each of
those chemicals is a toxic air contam nate. The math

fromthat flyer is exactly right. It was taken fromthe
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Draft EIR And so it's exactly right that there wll
sonme chem cals, sone toxic air contam nants that
increase. But for reasons | hope |'ve just described,
the bad ones -- the stuff that causes health risks,
especially diesel particulate matter -- wll conme down.
A coupl e of other exanples, but that's the big one.

So this is color-coded and I'm now going to go
t hrough and we'll cone back to this slide in just a
second. But this is color-coded to show why sone of
t hese chem cal increases occurred. It's alittle
counter-intuitive to say, Well, the health risk is
getting, but sone toxic air contam nants are increasing.
And I'mgoing to now tell you what's changi ng about
toxic air contam nants for the project.

And there's three changes that have caused
toxic air contam nants to either go up or down. For
this presentation we are just focused on the 15 that go
up, as reported by the R chnond Progressive Alliance and
CBE -- accurately reported.

Ckay. So the first of these three reasons,
one slide each. Sone physical changes are happeni ng at
the refinery that are causing changes in how the
refinery process equi pnent -- not shipping or other
transportation -- but process equi pnent, what's

happening with toxic air contam nants there. Mstly,
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those toxic air contam nant changes inside the fence
line of the refinery are going down. They're
decreasing. So we have significant toxic air
cont am nant decreases in nethanol, sulfuric acid m st,
and sone reactive organi ¢ conpounds, which are a suite
of chem cals that evaporate in air -- volatilize in air.
There is a small increase in toxic air contam nants from
what's called fugitive em ssions. This happens because
val ves and flanges, no matter how tight we nmake them
will leak. And so there's this kind of fugitive story
about if you build some nore pipes wth sone nore val ves
and flanges you're going to have sone nore fugitive
en ssi ons.

Overal |, though, because the project proposes
the project-design feature of the shipping changes I
described -- overall, the project results in fewer
rather than nore health risks associated with these.

So the project itself inside the confines of
the refinery is not doing nmuch about toxic air
contam nant increases. |It's nostly decreasing. And
what is increasing doesn't really count for nuch. And
actually there are no increases that are solely a result
of new equi pnment being put into the refinery. But what
i s happening is that the science and the regul ations

around toxic air contam nants conti nuously evolve. And
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so if you did this analysis five years ago, you would
have different information about how dangerous sone of
these chemcals are. Mstly, the science is getting
nore conservative. |It's assumng these are nore and
nmore dangerous. What that neans is we get periodic
updates fromthe Air Quality Managenent District, which
in turn relies on people -- or agencies -- |like U S. EPA
and what's called the Ofice of Environnmental Health
Hazards Assessnent in California, about cancer potency,
about different kinds of health inpacts fromdifferent
chem cal s, and from about estinmates about how much of
this stuff gets emitted by different kinds of equi pnent.
And the Air District hands us the factors that are
today's correct factors. And today's correct factors
are not necessarily the factors that were used during
the three-year baseline period that we | ooked at that
was kind of in the can fromwhat's called an em ssion
inventory that the Air District produces.

| can tell sonme of you are losing ne. |'m
| osing nyself. What this basically comes down to is the
Air District hands us the right kind of science and then
the City's scientists independently | ook at that. And
if they agree, they'll use it; and if not, continue to
talk to the Air District until we reach consensus. But

changes in the Air District em ssion factors are the
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overwhel m ng cause of the increases.

What do | nean by that? Well, | nean if the
Air District says we're going to have nore fugitive
em ssions, we're going to tell you there's going to be
nmore fugitive em ssions. That doesn't nean there's
going to be actually nore than I can go out and neasure,
or anything associated with this project that nakes nore
fugitive em ssions necessarily; but there is, in fact,
going to be nore fugitive em ssions fromval ves and
fl anges based on what the Air District now thinks is
happening with val ves and fl anges.

Sone of the science has changed. Sone of
t hese chem cals are nore dangerous. So anyway emni Ssion
factor changes occur. And that |ooks |ike an increase,
kind of is an increase, as we are saying it, because
that lets us require mtigation for it. But it's not an
increase that's related to a physical activity at the
refinery. It's an increase resulting or based on
sci ence and prediction and expert opinion.

The | ast of these categories -- so first was
physi cal changes of processing equi pnent at the
refinery. Second was Air District em ssion factors.

The third and | ast of these reasons for toxic air
cont am nant changes is that we have assuned that

Chevron's historical practice of operating at roughly
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88-89 percent utilization when it's full-out. And 88-89
percent nmeans of its permtted capacity. |t goes 88-89,
sonetines 87, really not nmuch higher historically than
that, of its permtted capacity on an average annual
basi s.

We weren't sure that they would stay there.
They may want to go higher. W found the hi ghest nunber
we coul d of West Coast refineries, which is |ike Denver
east -- or Denver west. |It's a big area. And said,
Wl |, you know what? The best refineries operate at
93-percent utilization. What happens if we scale up
refinery operations fromwhat they' ve been traditionally
hi gher to 93 percent? Wat does that em ssions story
| ook |ike? Wat does that toxics story look |ike? It
may | ook a lot worse and then we have to mtigate nore.
And we do mtigate nore. And that additional mtigation
gives us air quality inprovenent to the extent they
either operate at this very aspirational 93 percent,
where it gives a lot of mtigation inprovenent if they
continue to operate at the historic average of 88 to 89
per cent .

Ckay. So let's just quickly then review --
and this is the end of this -- and this, by far, is the
| ongest. So for toxic air contam nants we have the

guantity issue of what's com ng, what different
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chem cals are comng fromwhere. But we also have the
health risk part of this analysis which | ooks at the
type and potency of each chem cal, the | ocation where
these chemcals are emtted, those that are closest to
residents -- sensitive receptors |like Point Ri chnond
next to the wharf. Those are actually trickier, could
cause worse health inpacts than em ssions that are

| ocated quite distant fromresi dences or schools or

ot her sensitive receptors. Em ssions that are low to

t he ground can have a worse inpact than enissions that
are rel eased hundreds of feet into the air. Is it nore
concentrated at the ground level? And then we | ooked at
mtigation that was effective against the actual

em ssions -- toxic air emssions -- associated with this
project, inclusive of these Air District changes to

em ssion factors.

The result is what you've seen, is the project
mtigation, especially these shipping neasures, but also
ot her stuff |ike tank dones and stuff we won't go into,
creates -- last slide, please, in this sequence,

Lynette -- creates this picture, which is a picture of
inproved air quality, lower public health risk from
toxic air contam nants with the project, notw thstanding
t he various changes in the quantities of toxic air

contam nant quantities.
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So | hope that nade it a little clearer. |If
not, | apologize. This story is witten in five or six
different ways and we tried to get it clearer and it's
conplicated. So | apologize. You can yell at ne during
public comments if it's still confusing.

Two nore quickies, one slide each. This fluid
catal ytic cracker, FCC controversy, is another one of
t hese technical issues. GCkay. You can regul ate what
you can neasure. |f you can't neasure sonething very
well, then it's pretty hard to regulate it. R ght now
the expert area agencies require Chevron -- especially
the Air District, but also others -- require Chevron to
neasure fromthe FCC particul ate matter -- that's that
soot stuff that gets in your lungs -- in the stack,
right? You can stick in a filter to the stack and
capture the actual particulate matter that's caught in
the filter. You can count what's on the filter and you
can set a permt limt and you can nmake sure there's
conpliance with that permt limt. That's called
filterable particulate matter. That's how this unit is
regul ated today. The FCC has a limt on filterable
particulate matter which is caught in these filters.

Ckay. It turns out that when the stack gas
goes up -- and by the way, it's already treated to

renove particulate matter. It's treated with ammonia to
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renove other pollutants |ike NOx, which can produce the
snbg and soot. So you're neasuring the stuff that's
been cl eaned up and you' re neasuring what's now goi ng
into the air. But apart fromwhat can be filtered at
the stack gas, when the stack gas goes into the air,
chem cal things can happen. How s that?

As the heated stack gas -- and it's pretty
hot -- interacts with the air -- if it's raining, if
it's windy, if it's warm if it's cold -- different
chem cal stuff can happen and the stack gas can form
nore particul ates out of the stack than were caught in
the filter. Those are called condensabl e particul ates.
Ckay? It's hard to guess and it's really hard to
neasure what the condensabl e particul ates woul d be once
they | eave the stack, because it's hard to replicate
what happens in air, especially different kind of air
conditions, right? 1Is it raining? Is it cold? Is it
hot? 1Is it snowing? | nean these are nationa
st andar ds.

No one at the regul atory agency | evel has
figured out to accurately neasure condensabl e
particul ates. There are neasurenent techniques that
have i ssues. Those issues pronpted EPA just this |ast
April to say, Okay, we know there are issues. W're

working on it. We'll let you know what to do.

34

RE: CHEVRON REFINERY




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN P P PR R R R R R R
g b~ W N PP O © 00 N oo o~ 0w PN -, O

CLARK REPORTING & VIDEO CONFERENCING

We don't know yet what EPA is going to let us
know what to do. That was true in April. The Air
D strict has | ooked and our experts have | ooked to see
whet her Chevron's FCC unit is in conpliance with its
permt limt, which is the filter; and we know it is.
There are other tests that try to m m ¢ condensabl es
plus the filter. Well, you know what? That's higher
than the permt |imt, because the permt limt is just
afilter. It doesn't try to capture condensabl es.
Ckay. Those higher-total neasured nunbers are what we
considered in the EIR to be baseline, because ot herw se
we wouldn't be telling the truth

If all we said to you was, The only PM com ng
out of that stack gas is what's caught in the filters,
we wouldn't be telling you there's nore that can be
formed in the at nosphere. So even though this
measur enment technology is troubled, we reported and the
Air District reports the outcone of this nmeasurenent
technol ogy and we included it as, quote, the baseline.

So there's a difference, a fundanental
difference, here between permt conpliance and baseline
conditions. And all we can do as EIR drafters is tell
the truth; and that's the truth. So we have a permt
limt with filters and the facility is in conpliance.

And there are condensables that are nore than what's
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filtered out. And we shared with you in the EIR what
those totals are as well. And we have the Air District
confirmng in witing. There's no violation. Qur
experts looked at it and there's no violation. Lots of
controversy swirling around this issue, but that's ny
effort to communi cate what's going on. And, again, you
can yell at nme as I'm you know, potentially butchering
this story; but | think it's right.

Ckay. Last of these issues. And then
everything will go really quick. The Attorney Cenera
endorsed in its second letter an alternative,
Alternative 11, that conbines two of the alternatives
studi ed. Chevron is asking for an increase of 300 |ong

tons per day of processing capability for its

sul fur-renoval gear. That neans it will be able to take
hi gher sul fur -- crude and gas oil -- and strip it out.

The stripping-out part is what the 300 tons a year -- or
300 tons a day -- is about. So they can strip out to up

300 tons per day. GCkay, fine.

W | ooked, because EIRs want you to | ook, at
alternatives that could potentially reduce project
i npacts, really to |l ess-than-significant |evels. W
didn't have any of those. W |ooked at it anyway. And
we | ooked at an alternative that said, Wll, Chevron,

what if we give you only half of what you're asking for?
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You want 300 long tons? \What if we give you only 1507
That means that there is |less sulfur comng in and
through the refinery. That was environnmentally superi or
to the project.

We al so | ooked at an alternative that said,
you know what, Chevron is going to be increasing its
gr eenhouse-gas em ssions, especially associated with
this hydrogen plant -- a new hydrogen plant which is a
| ot nore efficient, but it's a lot bigger, so it's going
to allow for nore hydrogen to be produced and you need
hydrogen to strip out this sulfur. So it's part of the
project. It is what it is.

But sone of the hydrogen plant activity may --
may -- be associated in the future with an export
project that is not part of this project and that the
port confirnmed was a separate project, currently
contenplated by Praxair. |It's on indefinite hold. What
if we said to Chevron in an alternative, You guys can't
i ncrease | ocally greenhouse-gas em ssions fromrefinery
operations above current levels. You' re capped at
current |evels of greenhouse-gas em ssions. Wat does
that | ook |ike?

Well, that too had environnental benefits
relative to the project. The Attorney General said, Put

these two alternatives together -- reduce sulfur and no
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physi cal increase in greenhouse gas. And that is what
is now the new environnental |y superior alternative; and
it's what the Attorney General thinks should be approved
and has advised the City. It's inthe Cty's discretion
as to whether or not to approve an alternative. CEQA
requi res you to approve an alternative that's feasible
if it elimnates or reduces an environnental inpact
that's significant. Because we don't have significant
envi ronnent al inpacts associated with this project as
mtigated, it would be the Cty's discretionary judgnent
as to whether to approve this new alternative. But this
new alternative is a |lot | ess greenhouse gas than the
proposed project.

And there's other features with it as well.
Anmong ot her things, the EIR requires a whol e bunch of
addi ti onal greenhouse-gas mtigation to occur, assum ng
that the original project, which would have increased
gr eenhouse gas, was going to happen. Chevron had to
retrofit to do LED lighting. 1t had to do other
stuff -- nore energy efficiency, a solar thing -- and
spend $30 mllion on conmunity-based
gr eenhouse-gas-reduction programactivities. Al of
those requirenents that were for the original project --
the $30 mllion, the LED lighting, the solar -- that --

not the solar, actually, but the LED lighting,
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community -- the $30 million fund and sone ot her

stuff -- that would still be part of this alternative.
So if this alternative was approved, not only woul d
Chevron not to be able to emt past what it currently
emts by way of greenhouse gas, but it would still have
to i nplenment the various other neasures that get that
number |ower, including the $30 mllion for
comruni ty- based greenhouse-gas credits.

Ckay. Those are the three topics | wanted to
cover inalittle nore detail. And then we're back to
pretty much pro forna.

So project will rule in less than significant
envi ronnental inpacts at both the project and cumnul ative
| evel as mtigated. "No net increase" is a termof art
we use to say there's no increase in either criteria air
pollutants -- which we didn't spend a ot of tine
tal ki ng about, although particulate matter is one of
them-- risk fromtoxic air contam nants, or greenhouse
gases. There's a net inprovenent in public safety
relative to existing conditions. W didn't focus on
this nmuch. But we are getting a safer refinery from
this project.

What do | nean by that? There are seventeen
piping circuits in the crude unit that are being

replaced with higher-caliber netal. There are lots nore
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sensors. There are |lots nore inspection prograns.
There are lots and lots and | ots nore oversight
prograns. And Chevron has to fund third parties to
oversee and adm ni ster and neke sure they're

i npl enented. We worked very hard with a whol e host of
safety agencies to really beef up public safety at this
refinery;, and we think we now have a result that is
better than the current refinery by quite sonme margin.

Ckay. Inpacts requiring mtigation. W
covered thempretty nuch all -- alnost all. Air
quality, greenhouse gases. There's sone hydrol ogy,
wat er quality, cultural, noise, and transportation and
traffic stuff that's kind of the typical -- you know, if
you' re going to have construction traffic, tear up
roads. You got to nmake sure the roads get repaired
afterwards. | won't spend any tinme on that.

There were a whol e bunch of topics that
requi re anal ysis under CEQA that don't result in adverse
inpacts. No inpacts to farmand. No inpacts to geol ogy
and soils and what-not. This is continued use of an
exi sting industrial site.

So the action itenms now for consideration by
the Council, Chair Lane and Conm ssioners, are the
resolution certifying the EIR, which includes findings

about the EIR, an adoption of the mtigation nonitoring
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reporting program which requires a transparent
reporting to the community annually of conpliance with
mtigation neasures. This isn't a binder on sonebody's
shelf, this EIR This is a living, breathing program
wi th annualized reporting about conpliance to the
comuni ty.

And then a second resol ution which woul d
approve the conditional use permt and design review
permt and then recomrend to the Gty Council, which
only the City Council can enter into a binding
contractual agreenment, whether or not -- really a
comrunity wel |l ness agreenent should be approved. And a
wel | ness agreenent instead of community-benefits
agreenent really was the outcone of the outreach process
on what should be included for the R chnond community as
far as the comunity was concerned in an agreenent that
wasn't part of the EIR And that's sonething also in
front of the Council.

What does it nean to certify an EIR? That's
an al nost technical |egal step. You can't approve a
project like this until you have certified the EIR
Well, you can certify the EIR and hate the project. The
question to be asked about the EIRis, is it legally
adequate? Is it an informational docunent that

accurately describes what's going on with the project?
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That's the EIR certification stuff.

And you know what? | don't think the rest of
this is really that inportant. The staff reconmendati on
for the EIRis that it be certified. W believe it's
| egal | y adequate and actually nore than adequate. It
goes -- |'ve done this now for 30 years. This is by far
t he nost conprehensive environnentally and public-safety
protective EIR that |1've ever been associated with. [|'m
proud to be associated with it and | think all the team
menbers feel the sane way.

We recommend that the EIR be certified,
findings be approved. W prepared draft findings, which
is really the explanation of why you're certifying it.
Assum ng the noderni zation project as proposed would be
approved, if Alternative 11, the alternative endorsed by
the Attorney Ceneral, was approved, we'd need to nodify
t hose findings; and we have those avail abl e.

Next slide. The Design Review Board process
is nore about aesthetics, but other issues as well. The
Desi gn Revi ew Board pronpted several conditions of
approval to be added to the conditional use permt, such
as conpliance with the mtigation nonitoring plan,
| andscapi ng pl an.

We're going to make Chevron do these dones

over tanks to further decrease the possibility of air

42

RE: CHEVRON REFINERY




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN P P PR R R R R R R
g b~ W N PP O © 00 N oo o~ 0w PN -, O

CLARK REPORTING & VIDEO CONFERENCING

43

pol lution comng up fromthe top of the tank. The dones
| ook |i ke domes. And sone people |like or don't mnd the
| ook. O hers don't like it. The Design Review Board
said, Please |ocate the dones where they're less visible
to people. Another exanple. Reduce dust and what-not.
The staff al so reconmends approval of the use
permt and the design review permit and recomrends, as |
menti oned before, that the Cty Council take action on
the community health and wel | ness agreenent. Just as
wth the EIR, if the Attorney General -endorsed
Alternative 11 is selected, those conditions of approval
woul d need to be adjusted; and we have those in place.
We have conditional use permt terns that kind
of go through all of the required findings: That the
proposed conditional use is in accordance with the
Ceneral Pl an; that the proposed use is conpatible with
and will not be detrinmental to public health, safety, or
wel fare; the proposed use conplies with all applicable
provi sions of the zoning ordi nance; and on and on.
Simlarly, the City has a hazardous material s
ordi nance and design review ordi nance; and there are
findings on those issues.
If you can go, Lynette, to 34, conditions of
approval extend on for thensel ves several pages and

include, if you go all the way down to the bottom the
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consequences for failure to conply; and those include
vi ol ations and renedi es enforceable by the Cty.

Finally, I"'mgoing to touch briefly on the
communi ty benefits workshop outconme and | et you know
that, to the extent the community was advocating for
measures that fit in a condition of approval or an EIR
mtigation neasure, that is where they went. So there
were two new conditions of approval added as a result of
the community workshop on -- workshops -- on community
benefits. And those relate to reporting on safety and
reliability goals and greenhouse-gas reduction.

The majority of the other prograns that the
comrunity workshop really identified and that gathered
steam were not so nuch really focused on nmitigation
measures or conditions of approval. They did not have
the required nexus or proportionality, two legal terns
about what you can require. So these fall into kind of
the world of a negotiated agreenent; and only the Cty
Counci|l can enter into an agreenent. But, of course,
this Conm ssion can recommend to the Gty Council
what ever you'd like to recomend by way of this
agr eenent .

And | think that's it. To conclude is, you
know, we -- the staff recomends you certify the EIR and

make the necessary findings; adopt and require all the
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mtigation neasures and inprovenent neasures and nake
them conditions of the project approval; adopt the
mtigation-nonitoring reporting plan; make the necessary
findings for the use permt; and recommend that the Gty
enter into a community health and wel | ness agreenent
with Chevron, if that's your desire.

And that concludes this presentation.

CHAIR LANE: Perfect. Thank you. Thanks
agai n.

As you heard fromthat presentation, there's a
lot to take in. There's a |lot of technical know edge to
try to condense to where it's understandable to nost
people. | want to thank Gty staff and its consultants
for that presentation.

So at this tine what we will do is the
opportunity for the applicant to present. And they are
given a total of ten mnutes to do that. What |'ve
asked, because | know we have a | ot of public speakers
tonight, is that the Conm ssion hold off questions both
for the consultant as well as for Chevron, the
appl i cant, and those who either oppose the proposal or
parts of the proposal until after the public speakers,
because we know that's going to take a | ot nore ting;
and | presune that the applicant as well as other

parties will be back either -- will be here all evening
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or will be here tonorrow if needed.

So with that I'lIl ask the applicant to speak.

M5. VELASCO. Representing the applicant, we
have Kory Judd and Jeff Hartw g.

MR JUDD: Good evening, Chair Lane and
Menbers of the Planning Comm ssion, ny nane is Kory
Judd. |1'mthe general nanager at the Richnond refinery.
| appreciate the opportunity to be here this evening.

I"d first like to thank the City and it's technical

experts who have also, | believe, created the gold
standard for refinery EIRs. 1'd also like to thank the
Pl anni ng Conmmi ssion. | know this has taken a

significant part of your tinme and | appreciate your
diligence in reviewing this application.

When | started as a general manager at the
refinery over a year ago, it was a tough tinme for us and
| know it was a tough tinme for the community. We were
recovering froma fire. W were working hard to earn
back Ri chnond's trust; and | think we have cone a | ong
way since then and | think that is evident by the
hundr eds of people here tonight who are supporting the
refinery and this nodernization project. The refinery
has been here 112 years; and the community is inportant
to us. Wen we work together on significant projects

| i ke noderni zati on, R chnpond reaches what | think is its
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greatest potential. This nodernization project wll
all ow our refinery to continue to operate and play an
inportant role here for years to cone and we can
continue to invest in this community.

When we restarted the project nore than three
years ago we made a commitnment to be fully transparent
and open in this process. And I'mproud to say that we
have delivered on that commtnent. W listened to the
community. They provided us feedback on what they
expected fromus and this project. And then Chevron and
the City worked together to ensure the community's
concerns were addressed. W' ve spoken directly with
nore than 18,000 residents. W've literally knocked on
every door in the Cty of Richnond. And overwhel m ngly
the community supports this project.

l'"d like to take a nonent to thank the many
who have worked very hard and stand with us on this very
important effort. That includes ny refinery |eadership
team and those that are here tonight, if you' d stand or
rai se your hand, 1'd appreciate it. Many enpl oyees --
and 1'd |i ke our enployees to stand so that people can
see who they are that are representing.

| would also like to thank the hundreds in
| abor who are here this evening who would Iike to get

back to work. 1'd ask themto stand and be recogni zed.
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And, finally, hundreds fromthe comrunity who
are here in support of this project. Not only are we
sayi ng thanks -- thank you. Not only are we saying
t hanks to our supporters in this roomtonight, but we'd
also like to thank the 10,049 nenbers of the community
t hat have signed cards pledging their support for this
project for a newer, safer, cleaner refinery. Yes,
that's right. W have earned nore than 10, 000 pl edges
i n support of nodernization. And | think that's an
incredible testanent to this comunity's overwhel m ng
endorsenent for this project. W're extrenely proud of
this project. We know it will replace ol der equi pnent
wi th nodern technol ogies. The project delivers
i nportant comunity benefits, thousands of | ocal
construction jobs, 1,300 related jobs, and $30 nmillion
i nvested to reduce greenhouse-gas enissions and to
create green jobs | ocally.

There are always going to be nay-sayers,
peopl e opposed to what we do. But |I'mhere tonight to
cel ebrate and recogni ze the col |l aborative effort that
has | ed us on this journey towards the approval that we
hope to get fromthis Planning Comm ssion. Richnond
resi dents have pl edged their support because that know
t hat nodernization is as inmportant to our conmunity as

it istothe refinery. W want to continue to operate
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in this community for years to conme and nodernization is
a key investnent that will us nmake that possible. Thank
you.

MR HARTWG Good evening and thank you for
the opportunity to talk to you tonight. Before | start,
|"d like to talk -- share a little about nyself.
|"ma chem cal engineer that started nmy career here in
Ri chnond 34 years ago. Mre than half of that tine has
been spent as a health, environnent, and safety
prof essional; and nmuch of that tinme here at the
refinery.

Six years ago critics stopped this project, a
proj ect that was approved by this City. And as a result
a thousand workers were sent hone. They said the
envi ronnent al i npact report needed to be nore thorough
and nore transparent. This EIR addresses all of these
concerns.

Sonme suggest that Richnond deserves a better
project this tinme. I|I'mhere to tell you this is a
better project, one that Chevron and the conmunity can
be proud of. Sonme suggest --

l|'"d now |l i ke to directly address a nunber of
concerns and proposals we have been hearing from project
opponents. Project opponents say that this project is

i nadequate in respect to the handling of potenti al
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i ncrease in greenhouse-gas em ssions. W strongly
di sagr ee.

The environnental inpact report outlines a
very thoughtful approach to mtigating greenhouse gas.
In addition to energy conservation projects in the
refinery, it creates a $30 mllion greenhouse-gas fund
to enable |local projects, projects that will be sel ected
with input by the community. Through the nodernization
project not only does Chevron fulfill its |ega
responsibility, it goes beyond. It is supporting the
very progranms that the project opponents say they want.
It will result in hundreds of new environnental projects
t hat benefit residents and businesses in R chnond and
North Richnmond. It also creates |ocal clean-energy
jobs. This approach has been found conpliant wth AB
32, arguably the nost aggressive clinate-change program
in the world by the Air District and by CARB
Addi ti onal greenhouse-gas conditions are unwarranted and
unaccept abl e.

Qpportunities -- opponents are also attenpting
to spread fear and mstrust in the community regarding
air emssion and health inpacts. They say that air
quality is bad and getting worse. Their nessage is
m sl eadi ng and di si ngenuous. The facts and the data in

the EIR show the real story. According to the Air
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District, health risks associated with toxic air
contam nants have significantly inproved l[ocally since
1990 and are projected to continue doing so. And with
t he noderni zation project, the health risk fromtoxic
air contamnants is further reduced for our closest

nei ghbors.

Those opposing this project are using
percent ages i nstead of actual anmpunts to scare residents
about the project. For exanple, opponents are al arned
by the potential annual increase of 53 percent in
chlorine em ssions. This possible increase anbunts to
approxi mately one pound per year, which is a fraction of
t he amount of chlorine in an A ynpic-sized pool |ike
Ri chnmond Pl unge.

Qpposition is also trying to convince the
community that our project is a | arge expansi on project,
increasing our ability to process heavy gas oil in our
FCC. This unit has its capacity limted by a permt set
by the Air District; and we are not changing that limt.

The opposition al so says that
fine-particulate-matter em ssions will increase at the
refinery and that we are operating this unit outside of
its permtted limts.

Both of these clainms are untrue. The Ar

District has definitively stated that Chevron is in
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conpliance with its permt. Furthernore, the project
and conditions proposed by the City staff already

i ncl ude unprecedented oversight, verification, and
accountability that will be conducted by the Air
District and ot her appropriate agencies. New conditions
t hat prohibit our FCC fromoperating within its existing
permtted limt are unwarranted and unaccept abl e.

Opponents assert that switching to higher
sulfur feed will lead to catastrophic incidents. W
strongly disagree again with this assertion; and so does
the EIR In fact, this project is the best investnent
we can nmake to becone nore reliable, nore safe; and that
i ncl udes many unprecedented safety elenents. The Cty's
consul tant staff and safety agencies in aggregate have
recommended 50 project conditions to ensure any
potential inpact fromrunning higher sulfur feed stocks
are mtigated. Chevron has accepted every one of them
Addi ti onal safety conditions are unwarranted and
unaccept abl e.

In closing, sone say that this $1 billion
noder ni zati on project is not enough. W strongly
disagree. This is an extrenely |arge and inportant
investnent in the refinery and in this community. It is
a great project and it has gained the support of nore

t han 10, 000 Ri chnond residents, as shown on the banner
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that was on the side earlier tonight. The tinme to
approve the nodernization project is now

Thank you for your attention.

MR RQJAS: |If our speakers in opposition
woul d cone up, Jeff Kilbreth and G eg Karras. You'll be

sharing ten m nutes.

MR, KILBRETH Good evening. |I'm-- ny nane
is Jeff Kilbreth. I'mwth the R chnond Progressive
Alliance and | live half a mle fromthe refinery.

Qur friends at Chevron just now are
suggesting, or inplying, that anyone who doesn't support
the project is opposed to the project. Well, that's not
true. |1'mwearing a "Support Modernization" sticker.

This is not about being for it or against it.
It's about doing the best possible nodernization project
for Richnond and getting on the right course with
Chevron. So before | go into the specifics, let ne just
reiterate what others have already said. The EIR was a
terrific piece of work and the process has been a
terrific process. W know so nuch nore about the
refinery and how it works and what the trade-offs are
and what the choices are and what's reasonabl e and
what's not reasonable than we did before. |It's
incredible. It's just great. |It's a terrific step

forward in ternms of transparency and
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i nformati on-sharing. But at the end of the day we have
to make sone deci sions and we have choi ces.

So we support noderni zati on and we support
noder ni zati on being approved imediately. W'd love to
see the project approved this nonth and get people to
wor k and get this thing going.

Secondly, we support certifying the EIR It
has a few holes. There's sone questions that didn't get
answered. But all inall, it's aterrific piece of
work. And we can get those questions answered w t hout
going to court.

Thirdly, we support certifying -- approving,
permtting -- Alternative 11, what the Attorney General
approved. And we have sone conditions that we think are
really inportant.

First of all -- and these are at a high |evel,
nore detailed versions are available -- Chevron needs to
have the sane attitude towards em ssions reduction that
it is now denonstrating so clearly with safety. Reading
everyt hing about safety in the EIR is a trenendous
breath of fresh air. | nmean it really nakes you feel
confident that Chevron took the fire very seriously and
is doing a whole range of things to inprove both
transparency and operational safety.

On enissions inprovenent, it's not the sane.
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Chevron's attitude is nore, We'll do the mi ninum W'l
do what we have to. W won't violate any |aws. But
there's nothing in it that smacks of conti nuous

i nprovenent or | eadership.

If Chevron was really Ri chnond Proud, Chevron
woul d want the Richnond refinery to be the best refinery
in Anerica. And as we all know, this nodernization
project is only nodernizing 20 or 25 percent of the
refinery and its purpose is to allow Chevron to burn
hi gher sul fur oil.

Ckay. So the first question is what's the
pl an for continuous inprovenment on em ssions reduction?
Is it -- do we have a plan that in fifteen years would
result in significant reductions fromwhat we have now?
And if we don't decide that that's part of the deal
ri ght now, when would we ever decide to do that? | nean
if not now, when?

So | say a condition for inprovenent -- for
approval of Alternative 11 is that Chevron engage in a
process of setting nodernization goals and em ssi on
reduction goals for the next fifteen years that wl|
take us to the best refinery in Anerica.

Ckay. Secondly, there are nmany i nprovenents
that are nentioned in the EIR and that are nenti oned as

possible mtigations if they were necessary that sinply
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shoul d be done if Chevron were truly Ri chnond Proud.

For exanpl e, why woul d Chevron only upgrade
one tug when it could upgrade six tugs in the next three
years? Wiy woul d Chevron not bring power to the wharf
so that the ships at the Chevron wharf were emtting the
same anmount of pollution that the container ships in
Gakl and and Long Beach are emtting? Wy can't Chevron
donme nine tanks instead of three in the next three
year s?

The list goes on. Wy can't Chevron repl ace
all of the carbon-steel pipes that carry 450-degree oi
that are over 25 years old in the next three years?

So the point here is sinply to say that the
EIR has identified an enornous nunber of sinple,
straightforward i nprovenents that are not disruptive to
operations, that don't require shutting down production,
t hat woul d nake progress on em ssions reduction and
create nore jobs.

In addition, there are many other things that
can be planned and schedul ed over the next ten, fifteen
years, so we should be concerned about having a plan for
those things as well. W don't have to have it al
figured out right now As a condition of approval of
this project, we can sinply require that there be plans

and that those plans be maintained on an annual basis.
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Ckay. | think that in the interest of
splitting tine .

MR KARRAS. Can you give ne a tinme check

Hect or ?
MR. RQJAS: You have three m nutes.
MR. KARRAS: Three m nutes?
Greg Karras, Communities for a Better
Environment. |' m speaking on behal f of CBE

Let' see. First of all, | spent the |ast
forty mnutes listening to the people tell you what
CBE' s position is. And so naybe | don't even need the
three mnutes, right? You believe everything they said,
don't you? | disagree with all of it, including what
your consultants said. There are problens with the EIR

|"m not here to talk about that. This is too
inportant to pass up. Think -- I'"mgoing to ask you to
t hi nk about -- really think about what happened and
where you were and how you felt on the afternoon of
August 6th |l ess than two years ago when 15, 000 or nore
of us went to the hospital, when twenty workers al nost
|l ost their lives. And tell nme if you didn't feel like |
w sh there was sonething |I could do.

This is when there is. And | would say that
you may never get a chance like this again. These ki nds

of projects cone along once every twenty years. Stuff
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doesn't get replaced. That's why there's 80-year-old
equi pnent. That's why there's a 48-year-old hydrogen
plant they're replacing. That's why -- | could go on
and on. It doesn't get replaced unless there's a public
requi rement and then things bl ow up.

Now, this EIRis trying to tell you and
Chevron is trying to tell you that they can inspect and
find every one of those pipes in a thousand nmles of
pi ping before it goes, every tine. And they'll get it
before it goes, every tine.

| don't think you believe that. | know you
shoul dn't believe that. |It's absolutely unsupported.
There is no way that inspecting and nonitoring it
exactly what went wong last tine is going to fix this
problemin the parts of the refinery where they need to
repl ace that pipe.

And there's a lot of jobs in that for us. And
| ess of us will die.

So there's a condition that we'd like you to
add and this is the tine to do it. Wth the climte
change -- |l ook, we're going to have as a society, as a
worl d, as a species, we're going to have to transform
our energy system Not tonmorrow. We're not talking
about closing the refinery tonorrow. Everybody here

shoul d know that. W' re tal king about a just transition
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for the workers, for all of us, and not to be left
behi nd. So when 99 percent of the this fossil-fuel
energy center's resources for that go everywhere el se
but here for thirty or fifty years, that's blight.
That's going to hurt us badly; and it's going to hurt
our health because our economy and our health are put
t oget her.

So this is an environnental justice issue.

And there is no reason why you should say it's okay for
the EIR analysis to only look at the first ten years out
of that fifty. |It's absolutely feasible to mtigate

| onger .

We're asking for a small seed noney so that we
as a conmunity can transform our econony and our jobs --
and there's a lot of jobs in this, too; and there's a
| ot of solar energy; and there's a |lot of rebuil ding
houses -- 12 mllion a year for the life of the project,
way | ess than Chevron nmakes. And that's a jobs program

Finally, you heard a | ot about what they can't
measure. Renenber five years ago when they conpl ai ned
about the crude cap and said, No, please. Focus on the
output. We can neasure everything.

They will say anything to get out of spending
noney. Look in the EIR There's a neasure that Chevron

says can neet that limt. That limt says that they're
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way over it. And when the Air District joins them the
same Air District that just cited that rail yard, you
have to act. This is your tinme. Please do it.

CHAIR LANE: Okay. Wth that -- with that, we
are now ready to go to the public speakers.

Agai n, each speaker will be given two m nutes.
That's two mnutes and that's it. 1'll ask Hector, when
those two mnutes are up, to say, "Your two minutes are
up." If you don't hear it fromhim I|'ll make sure you
hear it from ne.

Again, | know sone fol ks wll probably need
translation; and so | will allow for themto have an
extra tinme so that the translate can translate back to
us what that speaker is saying.

So with that said, renenber again what |
shared in the beginning of the neeting. Let's be
respectful. I1'mfine with applause. Just keep it to a
m ni mum so that we can get through all the public
cooment. And I'll ask Hector -- just, |'mcurious how
many public spears do we have?

MR RQJAS: Yes, na'am W have 130 speakers.

CHAIR LANE: Okay. So we have a lot. So
let's get started.

COW SSI ONER REYES: Madam Chair, are we goi ng

to be -- if we nove into this hearing tonorrow night and
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there are speakers who are speaking toni ght and we want
to make sure we don't exceed our time or their tinme, how
do we get to those questions you want to ask thenf

CHAIR LANE: Okay. So given that nost |ikely
we'll continue this neeting on tonmorrow, | wll -- so if
a Commi ssi oner does have a question of a speaker, | wll
allow that, with the expectation that that person may
not be able to cone tonorrow. So if a Conm ssioner does
have a question of a specific speaker, | will allowthat
for tonight. Just exercise brevity, please.

Thank you.

MR, RQJAS. Ckay. W're going to go ahead and
call up groups of ten. As | call out your name, if you
can just come up into this section of seating.

And, Greg and Jeff, if you wouldn't m nd
vacating those seats, we'll go ahead and get started.

First speaker is going to be Antwon C oird,
Greg Feere, Iris Archuleta, Keith Archul eta, Katrinka
Ruk, Dr. Henry C ark, Tim Laidman, Marc Sapir, Saeng
Chant hanasak, Sieng Lekthanasuk; and that's our first
ten.

MR CLORD. Good evening. Antwon Coird.

| want to thank the Pl anni ng Comm ssion for
gi ving the community the opportunity to really show up.

You know, a |lot of people that fights this project don't
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even |ive here. The people who live here are Ri chnond
Proud. Chevron is partnering with the peopl e of

Ri chnrond. When our own el ected people don't partner
with an econom cal engine, which doesn't nmake sense.

But now they're reaching out to the people. You' ve got
to understand. These are the people back here with

t hese Ri chnond Proud shirts, not these other shirts who
don't live here. W live here.

So if you don't know your history about
Ri chnond, you can't tal k about Chevron. Chevron has did
great wonders in the last twenty years with their
relationship with the people and the jobs,
opportunities. |I've worked in that refinery. They are
so safe, you nmess up in that refinery, you going to wal k
out the door so fast it's going to scare you. And
that's the truth,

So I'lI'l be hearing everybody talking. |If you
ain't never been there, you can't tal k about what going
if you ain't never been there. You know what |'m
sayi ng?

It's about those thousand jobs that | ost.

Y all don't know. Y all got a paycheck. W ain't ate
in two years. W |ost our honmes. W lost cars. CQur
kids didn't get the A Joe with the Kung Fu grip.

That's reality.
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Conme on. | deal with reality. | deal wth
t he popul ation that's com ng back to this conmunity
that's hurting, that need jobs. They have records.

They can't -- they have background checks. As soon as
t hey background check cone up, they can't get a job.

But you can work at Chevron. And you can neke a good
living doing it and be proud every day when you go hone
saf e.

And the next thing I want to say, they reached
out to this comunity to do sone training around wth
these unions, to these youth. |If crinme going to go
down, you got to have a job to stop crine.

MR, RQJAS. That's your tine.

MR, CLORD: Thank you very nuch.

MR, FEERE: Good eveni ng, Menbers of the
Pl anni ng Comm ssion. M nane is Geg Feere; and I'm
here on behalf of the thirty construction trades for
Contra Costa County and the 35,000 buil ding tradesnen
and worren who reside here.

Over the last two decades | have probably
| ooked at hundreds of environnmental inpact reports, sone
good, sone bad, sone even ugly. And, you know, what |
found is that, you know, be honest with you, |I'mnot an
expert. But we have the opportunity to hire the experts

to review these various agreenents. And what we did on
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t he Chevron agreenent this time, which was different
from 2008, we had our experts, who are the best
environnental attorneys in the State of California to
reviewthis project inits entirety page by page. And
it took a long tinme. And | don't even know if the

Pl anni ng Conm ssion has that nuch tinme to review it in
detail -- and the technol ogy.

What they found is that this was the nost
conci se, nost detail ed, nost well-thought-out project or
envi ronnent al inpact report that we've ever seen, ever.
And that's really saying sonmething. Because, you know,
once this project is approved, you've already heard
about the thousand jobs -- a thousand construction jobs
w th somewhere between 2,500 and -- 2,500 secondary jobs
that will be applied to this project.

The project today -- you know, you heard al so
in 2008, when these people were laid off -- let ne tel
you about those people that were laid off. There was
1,426 men and wonren laid off in Novenber before
Christmas tinme. There was no effort at all, especially
fromthe opponents, to put these people back to work.
Their famlies, their children, they suffer. So right
now, if you |l ook out here in the audi ence, put these
people to work. Certify this EIR and let's get them

back to work.
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Thank you.

COW SSI ONER REYES: Questi on.

MR, RQJAS: Iris.

M5. ARCHULETA: (Good evening. M nane is Iris
Archuleta and I'mthe CEO of Enerald HPC international.
Qur conpany has been in business for over 22 years; and
we're proud of the fact that over the years we have only
agreed to work with clients who genuinely desire to do
work with outcones that align with our mtigation of
devel opi ng whol e peopl e, healthy organi zations, and
sust ai nabl e comuni ti es.

We are the planning consultants for Chevron's
Ri chnond/ North Ri chnond Econom ¢ Revitalization
Initiative. W believed so strongly in Chevron's vision
and commtnent to revitalize North Richnond and Ri chnond
communities |ike Parkchester Village and the Iron
Triangle that we actually provided 50-percent match
agai nst the planning grant. W are not wealthy people,
but we wanted to send a very strong nmessage to conmunity
and st akehol ders that the Economi c Revitalization
Initiative is a serious effort and that, regardl ess of
the differences between Chevron and nenbers of the
Ri chnond community, when a person or an organization
attenpts to do the right thing for people and

comunities, we nust support that.
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W feel the sane way about the nodernization
project and urge you to join us in supporting this
effort by approving the EIR  This is an effort that is
right for this community and if done correctly will have
future inpact on generations to cone.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Keith.

MR, ARCHULETA: Good evening. M nane is
Keith Archuleta and |I'm president of Enerald HPC
I nt ernati onal .

As consultants to the Chevron R chnond/ North
Ri chnond Economic Revitalization Initiative, we
understand the inportance of initiatives that positively
i npact the conmmunity and the quality of life for the
region. |Instead of the old |lose/lose politics and
us-versus-them politics, we support win/wn efforts that
benefit the residents, workers, and famlies in the
community. W therefore urge you to support the
noder ni zati on proj ect because of its ultimte positive
i npact on | ocal jobs, the environnment, public safety,
and the econom ¢ devel opnent of not only Ri chnond/ North
Ri chnond but the inpact it will have on the entire
regi on.

We urge you to certify this EIR  Your Cty

staff and the experts and the community have done a
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great job, way beyond even what is required by AB 32.
So we urge you to support the EIR and ultimately the
noder ni zati on project.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Katri nka.

KATRI NKA RUK: Good eveni ng, Chair Lane,
Conm ssi oners, and staff. M nane is Katrinka Ruk. 1|'m
a resident of Richnond. And |I'm speaking on behal f of
nmysel f tonight as a resident and al so as the executive
director of the Council of Industry.

Sorry. | got this cold thing going on here
t 00.

First of all, I want to thank you all for
taking the time in diligently reviewing a very | engthy
and detail ed docunent and presenting well -thought - out
questions to the consultants and the staff. Cearly,
it's a docunent that probably nost of us in this room
have not had an opportunity to really go through. And
as the docunent may have tested many of our know edge
base, the staff and consultants have done an exenpl ary
job in analyzing the EIR and responding to your
questions as well as to staff's and public's questions.

So given that review, our organization and |
want to ask you and we want to support the certification

of the project for a lot of reasons. One, as a resident
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| feel much better and safer if a refinery |ike Chevron
were to nodernize. So | nean | think there's no doubt
about that, that we all appreciate that. | think you
all need to focus that a lot of the coments on what
peopl e are asking for passionately do not have anything
to do with this EIR  So as Planni ng Conm ssioners | ask
that you really focus in on the EIR and | ook at what the
ElI R encircl es.

In regards to what Chevron's doing, they're
investing over a billion dollars in addressing a | ot of
these issues by putting in new controls. They're
putting in piping that's resistant to corrosion, which
addresses the issues that we saw, or that other people
brought up. In addition to that, they're also
responding to community needs, not only by providing the
much- needed jobs that we do need for our residents
and -- for people who are passionate about this but
don't live in R chnond --

MR, RQJAS. That's your tine.

M5. RUK -- | ask you to cone and buy sone
property here and |live with us.

Thank you.

MR RQJAS: Dr. Henry Cd ark.

DR. CLARK: (Good evening, Madam Chair and
Menbers of the Planning Conm ssion, Dr. Henry d ark,
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executive director of the Wst County Toxics Coalition,
menber of the North Ri chnond Minici pal Advi sory Council .

| want to say that I'mhere to support the
noder ni zati on project under the conditions that we adopt
the recomendati on that the Attorney General nentioned
as being the nost environnmentally sound or best
alternative. And the reason | said that is because of
the fact that the City of R chnond has adopted an
ordi nance, a law, saying that they're going to operate
by the principles or the nmeaning of environnental
justices; as well as the Gty Council said they're going
to operate by the precautionary principle. So
consistent wwth that, you need to adopt the best
alternative. And | believe that is the one that the
Attorney General is recommending at a m ni num

And many of these suggestions that the
Ri chnond Environnmental Justice Coalition nentioned,
don't particularly see a problemw th those
recommendati ons either.

| would also say that this tinme around Chevron
has taken a different approach. They have reached out
to the North Ri chnond community, Parkchester Vill age,
communities on the front line; and they have been
receptive to listening to the community and trying to

come up with a nodernization project this tinme that's,
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to me, much better than the one that we were dealing
with last tinme, where the negotiations with the

envi ronnental justice group broke down around | evel s of
gr eenhouse-gas i ncreases and we wal ked out of those
negoti ati ons --

MR, RQJAS: That's your tine.

DR, CLARK: -- |'munderstanding now there's
no net increase in greenhouse gases. And with all the
ot her inprovenents this --

MR RQJAS: Sir, that's your tine.

DR CLARK: -- best project that |'ve ever
seen. So thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Tim Lai dman.

MR. LAIDVMAN:  Thank you. | feel like I won
the lottery being in the first ten here to speak tonight
and | hope you can go quickly.

My nane's Tim Laidman. |'ma nenber of the
Ri chnmond Progressive Alliance and |'m al so a counci
menber for the Green Party of Contra Costa County.

| support the recommendations that were nade
by the R chnond Environnental Justice Coalition and
things that were said by the RPA and the Citizens for
Better Environnent at the beginning of this thing.

There's not a dichotony of it's either the

environnent or it's jobs. The environment will produce
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nore jobs if we respect the environnent and we take care
of the things that we need to do to survive on this
planet. We'Il create a lot nore green jobs, there wl|l
be I ot nore union jobs and strengthening that.

And strengthening those requirenents and

making it the best possible plan that we can, it will be
a benefit in every respect. It will be saving lives.

It will be saving the environnment. It will be creating
jobs. It'll be giving good jobs to residents of

Ri chnrond. There'll be training prograns. There will be
community benefits. There will be reductions in

gr eenhouse gases.

But we need to be as aggressive as possible to
reduce greenhouse gases. And until the Attorney General
said you put these things together in Aternative 11, it
wasn't going to nmake it conpatible with AB 32. |
strongly support those inprovenents and anythi ng el se
that can be done to make this a workable plan and do the
best job for the environnent, the people, and everyone.

Thank you very much.

MR RQJAS. Marc Sapir.

MR SAPIR  H . Thank you. You obviously
have a very inportant trust here fromthe public in
maki ng this decision. The Planning Conmission in this

case is dealing very directly with environnental safety
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and public health.

As a physician, a primary-care physician with

a degree in epidemology, | amvery concerned about
envi ronnental issues and safety issues. | reside in
Berkeley. | was in ny hone in North Berkeley at the

time of the fire and | was expecting to interview
sonmeone about her husband dyi ng from pancreatic cancer.
We don't know what causes that at all. And he's a
friend, John Scherer, who died suddenly.

And she called and told ne she couldn't cone

because the bridge was closed. And | |ooked out the
window. | sawa little bit of snoke. | said, "Ch, it's
no big deal. Cone on."

She said, "No, | can't. They closed the
bridge."

But, you see, we all nake m stakes. And | was
so wrong about what was going on at that tine.

And the EIR is inmportant. There's a |lot of
very inportant valuable information in the EIR  But
what we know, as the presenter said, a lot of this is
specul ative projections. And, therefore, in
epi dem ol ogy and when you're dealing with public health
and safety, you have to deal with basically worst-case
scenarios. And if you deal with worst-case scenari 0s,

you're going to do the best you possibly can for
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prevention. But still, we kept lead in autonotive fuel
for 50, 75 -- whatever nunber of years. W know that
benzene causes |l eukema; and it's in the gas. But we're
a petrochem cal -based culture. And society is going to
continue to go on. But we nust actually try and do the
best we possibly can. And that neans, | think, what the
CBE is saying: Accept the Attorney General's
recommendat i ons; accept the nost stringent controls and
supervi sion over the process when you inprove the
noder ni zati on project.

Thank you.

MR RQJAS: Saeng.

And while you go up there, 1'mgoing to go
ahead and call up the next ten speakers after you. So
if you just can go ahead and take a seat as | call up --

MS5. CHANTHANASUK: [through interpreter] My
nane i s Saeng Chant hanasuk. | live here in Ri chnond
near by the Chevron refinery.

What | want to ask here, Chevron, is that
Chevron to operate the safe and heal thy, because Chevron
expl osi on happened nany tinmes. In 1993 when it happened
my famly and nyself, they are sick until today. And
then two years go expl osi on happened and send nany
people to hospital. Those are the concern that we want

to see that Chevron need to help the community to make

RE: CHEVRON REFINERY




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN P P PR R R R R R R
g b~ W N PP O © 00 N oo o~ 0w PN -, O

CLARK REPORTING & VIDEO CONFERENCING

sure that those do not happen. And that's only we ask
for, that they will operate safe and healthy for the
wor ker and al so community |ike us.

It's not only nme have asthma in the famly.
My son and ny daughter and they are adult son and adult
daughter, but they still have asthma. W have to take
medi ci ne every day. W have to take care of ourselves
every day.

Thank you.

MR RQJAS: So | just wanted to clarify for
those of you that are going to need translation, we're
going to go ahead and offer an additional mnute for
speaki ng.

So the next ten speakers are -- and |I' m not
sure | saw her up here, Sieng Lekthanasuk, Kae Linh
Suechao, Vong Chai, Dom Chant hanasuk, Khanmsaeng
Meosaeng, Lipo Chant hanasuk, Thongsaun Phut hama, Naom
W I 1lianms, Bea Roberson, Deborah Dyer, Teri Katz.

And if we could have four first speaker, Kae
Li nh Suechao.

M5. SUECHAG. [through interpreter] Her nane
is Kae Linh Suechao. She's in support wth
noderni zation. She is an 80-year-old senior; and she
would like to live longer and in a healthier

environnent. So she does support it, but pleased that
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t hey change a lot of the things that needs to be
repl aced or changed.

And tal ki ng about what the expl osion that
happened on August 6th, at the tinme | was in ny garden.
| didn't even know there was an explosion. So | was
there outside planting ny plants and didn't know | was
supposed to go in and shut. Not knowing that it was an
expl osion and fromthat that could be the cause. But |
ended up being hospitalized for about a week. And right
now I'mstill not really well.

That would be all | have to share.

M5 SUECHAO. [through interpreter] Her nane is
Kroy Saeng Suechao. She just want to thank you all the
Conm ssioners for here listening to our opinions. And
she does support the nodernization as well, but just
again do ask that we fix what we need to fix so all the
peopl e working here or in Chevron or us, people
community who lives in R chnond, that we all still be
safe and live healthier and hopefully a longer life for
her situati on.

That woul d be all.

MR RQJAS: kay. Vong. Vong?

MR CHAlI: [through interpreter] H. M nane
is Vong. | live here in Richnond. | thank you to see

all of our Richnond comrunity nenber in here and
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everybody here. W all tal king about safety and healthy
community. We tal king about Chevron refinery, the

chem cal. They use a lot of chemical. | don't know
what kind of chem cal, but | know that they use a | ot of
chem cal

My wife just passed two nonths ago. She had
asthma. She had all kind of health issues. And she
suffered for many, many years. And it suffered ne too
because | have been taking care of her. But now she
passed away.

So what | want to ask is that Chevron and that
our comunity |look into how we can | eave here in healthy
and safety. Those are only what we ask. So | don't
want to see anyone die |like ny wife. And before she
di ed she suffered a | ot.

Thank you.

MR RQJAS: Dom

Next one? All right.

Khansaeng.

Li po?

MR. CHANTHANASAK: [through interpreter]
Hello. M nane is Lipo. | amthe resident of Ri chnond
here. | amalso Khnu. |[|'ve been the | eader of APEN
many, nmany year.

What | want to speak out today is the concern
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we have -- our conmunity, ny famly, but also the
governnment al so who are al so concerned about our safety
here. W all here in R chnond we want clean, we want
heal t hy, and we don't want anynore dirty. W don't want
any unhealthy. |If we have healthy environnment, we have
clean air. W can breathe clean air. W can |live
healthy. W all will be healthy in our physical and

al so nental also health. And we want to see everyone
heal t hy and happy in our community here.

We are ask Chevron just to work with us in the
community, just to help, that Chevron should do
everything that they can do to nake their operation
heal thy. And they should replace all the equi pnent
that's old and that is not healthy. So then we can al
be scared and know that we're healthy.

MR RQJAS: That's your tine.

MR, CHANTHANASAK: W just want Chevron to
| ook into the community healthy and safety but al so the
wor ker who work there healthy and safety.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Thongsoun.

MR, PHUTHAMA: [ Through interpreter] M nane
is Thongsoun Phuthama. |'ma Laotian refugee who
settled here in R chnond since 1975. Now |'ve been with

t he APEN.

RE: CHEVRON REFINERY




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN P P PR R R R R R R
g b~ W N PP O © 00 N oo o~ 0w PN -, O

CLARK REPORTING & VIDEO CONFERENCING

| also want to let you know that | |ove
Richnond. | love all the people in Richnond. | |ove
the community in R chnond here. And also |I |ove nyself.

| Iove and al so sincere respect all of our community
menbers and also the official R chnond here, all the
peopl e who care for the R chnond community, all of us.
We just want you to understand our concern, our worry.
And why we are concerned why we worry, can always said
but you don't do what you said, because we have seen
history in the past that have caused us concern, have
caused us worry about your plan now, because how you
going to assure that we are not going to have a problem
that we see in the past, kept seeing it, seeing it. And
we want you to practice, not just say.

MR. RQJAS: Naom WIIians.

M5. WLLIAMS: Good evening. M nane is Naom
Wllianms and | do live in the Cty of R chnond and I am
al so a concerned citizen.

First, let nme get the record straight.
Chevron is not paying ne. |'m paying Chevron. Every
day | go and put gas in ny car, so maybe that's okay.

Let's do sone common sense. A new roomis
much better than an old room A new house is nuch
better than an old house and safer. So let's stop

politicking. And people start people-ticking, getting
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t hem j obs, and getting them back to work. The | onger we
stall, the nore dangerous this situation beconmes. No
matter what our differences are, it is better to be safe
than sorry. \Wen the big one cones, would you rather be
near an old tank or a new, nodernized tank? It's

com ng, sSo we just don't know when. So pl ease use
conmon sense, at |east for once.

Thank you. And approve this project.

MR. RQJAS: Bea Roberson.

M5. ROBERSON:. (Good evening. M nane is Bea
Rober son.

And as you have heard and will hear fromthe
voters of Richnond, not the people who don't even live
here, |ike the CBE and ACE and nany of your RPA peopl e,
we, the voters of Richnond, want this project to nove
forward. The construction people want to go to worKk.
And we're very grateful to Councilman Butt for
originating the nechanismto go around you.

In spite of all the half truths and the plain
lies that the CBE is spreading, let's get this project
goi ng. Put our people back to work. If it was true
that the CBE really cared about our health and wel fare,

t he CBE peopl e woul d be working on the funes and
pol  uti on spewed out by the trains and 18-wheelers, in

addition to whatever Chevron is doing. They're really
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responsi ble for 85 percent of the pollution that is in
Ri chnond, not Chevron.

The CBE -- is the CBE going to pony up $30
mllion to help the people of R chnond, the residents of
Ri chnond, reduce greenhouse gases? | hardly think so.
When they have failed and this project is noving on,
you'll never hear fromthem again, fortunately.

Chevron, not CBE, is even working on the other
pol I uti on-nmakers, not the people who claimto care about
us and claimto be "us" and "we." There's no "us" and
"we" from people who are from New Jersey. W're not --
all you're interested in is stalling the project.

But thank you, Councilman Butt, for fixing so
that you can't. Let's put our people to work and nove
on.

MR, RQJAS: Deborah Dyer.

M5. DYER. Hello. |'m Deborah Dyer. | ama
resident and a worker here in Ri chnond.

| amrecomrendi ng that you approve this
noderni zation. |'mback to the conmmon sense. | work in
the arts, so | have not read the entire docunent, but it
seens to ne that sonething that is new, efficient, and
uses nodern technol ogy has to be better than sonething
that's 55 years ol d.

Sol'mfairly newto the area and | realized
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very quickly what a large footprint R chnond has and a
| arge footprint that the refinery shadow overcasts here.
| firmy believe that this is for the benefit of
Ri chnond. Pl ease approve.

MR RQJAS: Teri Katz. And we're going to go
ahead and call up the next ten speakers after her.

Jan M gnone, Grant Tokiwa, Kevin Lew s,
Ti mot hy Russell, Charles Braxton, Silvia Ledezma, Lisa

Raber, Scott Sexton, Janes, Giggs, and Rita Gigsbhy.

Teri

MS. KATZ: There's two of us speaking.

MR. RQJAS: You're going to share two m nutes?
M5. KATZ: M mnutes.

MR, RQJAS. Ckay. G©o ahead.

&

KATZ: Good evening, Planning Comm ssion
Menmbers and R chnond community. W, the three of us,
are here representing Richnond Trees. And we're an
organi zation, a grass-roots organi zation that was
founded in 2011. And we've been working in partnership
with the Gty of R chnond and several comrunity groups
to grow the urban forest.

And we are here tonight speaking in favor of
the adoption of this plan. W're here to address the
mtigation and the healt h-and-wel | ness conponent of the

m tigation.
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So | just want to tal k about trees in a broad
sense, because a |lot of what we're heard tonight is
about what Chevron is doing in ternms of the refinery
noder ni zati on, but we want to address what we can do as
a community and as a City to address the pollutants in
the air and further reduce greenhouse-gas em ssions as
part of this project and the mitigation noney that is
comng to the Gty to work with it.

So trees, as we all know, are selfless. They
don't ask for much -- a little water and sonme space to
grow. They're happy. They don't conplain. They just
need to be planted in the ground and taken care of.

And we all have pleasant nenories of trees. |
know | do, nmeking forts and swi nging on tree sw ngs and
pl ayi ng hi de-and-seek. W know the birds sing in the
trees. We like to listen to them W know that we |ike
the sound of wind rustling through the trees.

Sonme trees are magical. There's trees of life
and trees of knowl edge. And | think we've all had the
experience of allow ng the beauty and wonder of a tree
to calmour hearts and lift our spirits.

At the sanme time there's 5.8 mllion tons of
carbon dioxide that's emtted annually in R chnond. And
Ri chnond has a hi gher-than-normal incidence of

pol lution-related health problenms and has been
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desi gnated an i npacted community. So it's recomended
that a healthy city have at | east a 40-percent tree
canopy and Richnond's is 10 percent.

And there are many econom c, environnental,
and social benefits that are critically inportant in the
pl anting of trees, such as when people |live on
tree-lined streets they're nore likely to spend tine
outside. W know that crinme goes down and property
val ues go up when there's nore trees on the streets.

And trees clean the air.

So the bottomline is that we have pollution
in R chnond and a gol den opportunity to turn it around
using these mtigation funds.

And Ri chnond needs trees -- lots of them
There are currently about 22,000 trees in the city. And
a recent report that was conm ssioned by the City shows
that there's space for 13,000 nore trees on Cty
property. That's a lot of trees and we'd like to see
themall planted with this mtigation noney. | think we
owe it to ourselves, our children, and generations to
cone to |l eave a | egacy of health and do everything
possi ble to protect and nourish our planet.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Just to pick up where
Teri left off, there's a |ot of discussion tonight about

whet her this nodernization programis going to make
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Ri chnond unheal thier. And | think we should be | ooking
at this as an opportunity by using this community-based
gr eenhouse-gas reductions programEIR Section 4.8 to
make it actually a healthier city.

So thank you. The tinme is now W are
forever grateful. And thank you for I|istening.

MR, RQJAS. That's your tine.

G ant Toki wa.

MR TOKIWA: Good evening. M nane is G ant
Tokiwa. Want to |let you guys know that | am not happy

to be here tonight at Kennedy Hi gh, R chnond Hi gh, class

of 1979. | lived here for 32 years. I|I'ma retired fire
captain fromthe Cty of Vacaville. | now work as a
battalion chief. | started on March 8th this year

Here at Kennedy High, | did have a girlfriend
and she was the one that eventually introduced nme to ny
w fe of 21 years; so | guess | am happy to be here at
Kennedy Hi gh.

| have famly. | have friends. MW famly --
ny brother Mark is here. M friends and ny coworkers
that are here, what | want to let you knowis | am
invested in both partners of this issue, the Cty of
Ri chnond, the people that |live here, and the refinery.
| would highly, highly recommend that you do push this

noder ni zation forward for a cleaner and safer R chnond
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and cl eaner and safer refinery.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Kevin Lew s.

MR LEWS: M nane's Kevin Lews and | am a
graduat e of Kennedy Hi gh School. | grew up right here
in R chnond, 1972 when ny nother first canme from San
Franci sco -- nother and father.

But through out Ri chnond |I've seen all of it.
| mean the good and the bad. And Ri chnond was fun when
we grew up. It was Standard G| back then. And we cane
up in Ri chnond when everythi ng was prosperous.

Everybody had work. It was all good. Now, with the
environnentalists comng in and stoppi ng work, | just
don't understand where they get the power. Chevron is
ten tinmes bigger than them so where does that happen?

| al ways thought Standard G| -- Chevron was giant. But
t hese people cone in from what, Berkeley. | just
talked to a couple of them They cone in from Berkel ey.
They come in from QGakl and and they don't even live here.
But they want to cone in and tell you what to do with
sonet hi ng that bel ongs to you.

If you got a problemw th your car and it cost
you, let's say, 500,000 to fix it, you're going to fix
parts of it until you get it done. |If that's the way

Chevron want to fix their car that's their car. Let
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themfix it the way they want to. And you just m nd
your business and stay out of it.

MR RQJAS: Tinothy Russell.

MR RQJAS: All right. Seeing he's not here,
Char |l es Braxton.

MR, BRAXTON. Well, good evening and thank you
for this opportunity. |[|'ve been an anbassador of
supporting our |ocal community for over the | ast 26
years. During this time |I've been blessed with a
variety of opportunities to support both the Gty of
Ri chnond and the Richnond refinery. By volunteering ny
time and resources, | and ny collective others have been
able to support the R chnond Rescue M ssion Center. W
support our annual food drive, generating over
300, 000 pounds of food for those in need. W also
support the Ri chnond Food Bank chil dren-in-need nonthly
distribution activities, and as an instructor for the
Ri chnond refinery-sponsored regi onal occupati onal
program devel opi ng marketable skills for both |ocal
adul ts seeking future enpl oynent.

As an enpl oyee | actively support and nodel
our safety culture both as a nenber of our Ri chnond
refinery incident/injury-free | eadership team and al so
as a nmentor supporting both our new hires and our

contractors who support our facility.
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It's inportant to acknow edge that the
ef fectiveness and the inpact of our refinery safety
orientation was just recently recogni zed by our county
assessnent representatives stating that it was the best
presentation in their 20-plus years of experience in the
field.

| love ny job and the positive inpact it has
on our safety culture both within and outside the gates
of the refinery. | knowthat | create and manage a safe
and reliable workplace. MWy wife, ny three children, ny
friends and nei ghbors depend on ne to ensure this
happens each and every day.

Qur safety culture thrives on the prem se that
we are all accountable -- everyone in the room everyone
at the table, and everyone outside of this facility. W
have a responsibility for operating a safe --

MR RQJAS: That's your tine, sir.

MR. BRAXTON -- and I'll like to just close in
t hanki ng you guys for the many opportunities that we

have col | ectively achieved both inside and outside the

gat es.
Thank you.
MR. RQJAS: Silvia Ledeznma.
M5. LEDEZMA:  Good evening, Planning
Conm ssioners. |'mSilvia Ledezma, Ri chnond resident.
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| worked as a scaffold builder and carpenter in various
refineries throughout Contra Costa County and | al so
work at Chevron. Sone of ny fellow brothers and sisters
here the sane. | worked in various units -- hydro
cracker, co-gen, coker, sulfur unit.

And we work safe. W work safe because we are
part of the |abor standards | abor protections. And we
al so have safety standards inside the refinery
t hroughout our contracts. And | believe that people --
Ri chnond residents, along with the rest of peopl e that
are out of work they shoul d deserve anot her chance and
t hey shoul d cone back to work. And you need to consider
t he noderni zati on because this units need to be repl aced
to have a safer environnent and to avoid, you know,
accidents to happen. So | think you should really think
about it because it's going to inprove the quality of
residents here, inprove the quality of any worker who is
going to have a better standard of living. And it is
goi ng create healthcare benefits, pension annuity -- you
nane it. So please support it.

Thank you so nuch.

MR. RQJAS: Lisa Raber.

M5. RABER. Hello. M nane is Lisa Raber and
| work at the Chevron refinery and | live right here in

Richnond. |'ma chem cal engineer and in ny current
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role at the refinery |I help ensure the refinery conplies
with the California mandatory reporting of greenhouse
gases and the AB 32 cap-and-trade regulation. | deal
with the technical aspects of the em ssions every day
and | still choose to work and |live here in R chnond.

When | first accepted a job with Chevron five
years ago, | was not sure if | would like the refinery
or even if | would stay there for | ong, because | had
originally wanted to work in a different industry. Only
a couple nonths into the job | realized I could no
| onger dream of working anywhere el se because | | oved
wor ki ng there so nuch.

Today | recruit young engineers to join
Chevron; and the one question | am al ways asked i s,
"What is the best part about working for Chevron?" And
| always give the sane answer, "The people.” The
culture is inclusive, kind, and caring. Wth that cones
a high regard for safety, which really is everyone's top
priority. W are a famly and we want to ensure
everyone goes hone to their real famlies the sane way
that they cane in.

To nme, nodernization neans a safer place for
me to work and a safer place for ny coworkers to worKk.
Three years ago ny husband and | bought a house and

noved here to R chnond. Since then we have cone to know
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our nei ghbors both across the street and across the
Cty. It is clear that the nenbers of the City care
about each other and are proud to live here. This is
truly a community.

To nme, nodernization neans a safer place for
me to live and safer place for ny neighbors to |ive.
When | wear ny Chevron shirt out in the conmunity, |
usual Iy get stopped and asked, "Do you know so and so?
He works for Chevron." That nmakes ne very aware that
Chevron is a part of the fabric of this community and of
this city. | amproud to be associated wth both.

| encourage you to certify the EIR of this
great project that will keep ny famly, nmy coworkers,
and ny nei ghbors safe.

Thank you.

MR, RQJAS: Scott Sexton.

MR, SEXTON: Good evening and thank you for
your audience. M nanme is Scott Sexton. | work for
Har bor Mechanical. W have a local office right here
of f Canal Boul evard, where we enploy |ocal trade-union
enpl oyees, craft |abor, and | ocal supervision. And |
can only speak about ny experience in construction and
my observations. [I'mgoing to refrain from comenting
on the EIR because clearly there are other experts in

t he room
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But over a 35-year career in construction,
|"ve had opportunity to work in several regions in the
United States, over nultiple different industries with
| eadi ng i ndustry owners on several occasions and sone
overseas. And ny observation is, what | see with the
Chevron safety values and culture, it's second to none.
|"minpressed with the safety culture and val ue that I
see there.

The | ocal workforce that we have here is al so
second to none. |'ve had opportunity to witness the
work, the skill, and the training that's possessed by
the I ocal workforce. And it's high quality, second to
none, |ike | said.

The safety aspect of the work that goes on at
the plant, | have a personal commtnent to ny famly to
go hone safe every day. |It's inportant to nme. | owe
themthat. And | also have a professional safety
commtnent to all the people that work at Harbor
Mechani cal and all the people that are in the area that
we touch and affect.

So, in sumary, this project has all the
ingredients for success. |It's got an owner that's
commtted to the success, contract partners that are
commtted to the success, and the |ocal workforce that's

ready to execute the project. So ny challenge is if
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this project --

MR, RQJAS: That's your tine.

MR SEXTON: -- isn't approved now, then when?

Thank you.

MR RQJAS: Janes Giggs.

MR, CGRIGGS: Good evening. MW nane is Janes
Giggs and | amthe senior |abor-relations specialist at
t he Chevron Richnond refinery.

|'ve been at the refinery for about two years
now, and inny role | help with the hiring of |ocal
resi dents who have dreans of |ong careers at the
refinery. | have seen the good work that Chevron does
in the local community. And nyself | participate in the
comrunity outreach at the Geater R chnond Interfaith
Program and al so the Bay Area Rescue M ssi on.

Wrking in the R chnond refinery and worki ng
out in the community gives us a sense of pride and the
folks that we help in the |Iocal community are certainly
appreciative of the work that we do in the comunity.

| believe the nodernization project is vita
to the future viability of the refinery and the
conti nued support of Chevron to the |ocal comunity. |
|l ove ny job at the refinery and | believe the refinery
is good for the local community. And |I'm here tonight

to ask you for your support of the nodernization
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proj ect.

Thank you.

COW SSI ONER REYES: Madam Chai r.

MR RQJAS: Rita Gisby. Followed by Ritais
going to Barbie [sic] Hathaway, Brandon Hancock, Mark
Ayers, M chael Davenport, Christian Dowell, Sherw n
Harris, Angelina Faggett, Jason Gllia, Kristin
Connel |y, and Marena Brown.

M5. GRI SBY: Good evening, Planning
Comm ssion. M nane is Rita Gisby and | work at
Chevron's Richnond refinery as the hiring and recruiting
coordi nator for operations and mai nt enance.

My job is hiring and recruiting coordi nators
to coordinate the hiring activities such as
adm ni stering the pre-enploynent test and interview
scheduling. In order to attract a diverse pool of
applicants, ny teamand | maintain relationships wth
Ri chnond Build, mlitary and coll ege career affairs, the
regi onal occupational maintenance and operator prograns.

My team along with public affairs, takes
great pride in nmaking certain that we support the | ocal
econony in Richnond by notifying themfirsthand when
posting for operator or maintenance trainee jobs we wll
be posting.

| love my job. | take ny role very seriously
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© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN P P PR R R R R R R
g b~ W N PP O © 00 N oo o~ 0w PN -, O

CLARK REPORTING & VIDEO CONFERENCING

94

because | feel | help to make a difference for soneone
to get a job and put food on their famly's table,
provi de education for their children, or buy their first
new truck or car

What the nodernization project neans to nme is
one-t housand- pl us construction jobs for people who
really need to work, providing the residents of R chnond
and ny coworkers a newer and cl eaner environnent and
nost inportant a safer one. It is good for the
community. It is good for the refinery. And we need to
make it happen now.

Thank you.

MR, RQJAS:. Barbi e Hat haway.

MR, HATHAWAY: Good evening. 9:05, not too
bad, huh? You guys are doing great.

Listen, ny nane is Barrie Hathaway. |'mthe
executive director of the Stride Center. And we are a
nonprofit organi zation that's been serving in this
community for 15 years. And what we do is we help very
| owi ncone nen and wonen in this comunity to get
trai ned up and prepared for and placed in jobs. So we
spend all of our tinme understandi ng the devastating
i npact of jobl essness and poverty in this conmmunity and
for individuals and for their famlies in the

communities that we work in. W see dramatic negative
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effect of joblessness. W see honel essness, hunger,
dropout rates in schools, poor school performance. You
nane it, the list goes on and on and on.

And Chevron has done a good job of helping to
fund nonprofits in this comunity to provide services
for those people who are not working and can't provide
for themsel ves. But jobs -- Senator Byron Dorgan,
think, said it the best. He said, "There's no better
social programthan a good job." And the fact of the
matter is that when we create jobs in these comunities,
first of all, that noney goes directly to the
i ndi vidual s who need it, which as a nonprofit guy, 1'd
say let's do that instead. | would love it if you'd put
me out of a job by creating a lot nore jobs in this
conmuni ty.

But we know that the best thing we can do for
this community to alleviate so many of the bad parts of
what's happening in R chnond are to help people go to
work. And this project is going to do that in a very
meani ngful way. So |I'm here tonight to ask you to
approve this project.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Brandon Hancock. Brandon.

MR. HANCOCK: My nane is Brandon Hancock. [|'m

with Local 16 insul ators.
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This sounds like to nme everybody conming to an
agreenment to get this thing started. |'mnot sure of
what we're waiting on, but our community is suffering
fromit. | think it will lower the crinme rate. There's
ki ds at hone right now just probably graduated, 18 years
old, cane up in a rough lifestyle, probably right now
| ooking for a car to break into. But if they had a job
to gotointhe norning, | think it'll help the
conmuni ty out.

That's all | have. Thank you.

MR. RQOJAS: Marc Ayers.

MR. AYERS: Good evening. M nane is Marc
Ayers. I'mthe fire chief at the Chevron Ri chnond
refinery.

For 32 years |'ve gotten up and gone to
protect and serve, both in a nunicipal capacity when
started out and then as an industrial capacity now with
Chevron. And one of the things that |I've found working
at our facility is | thought that I was out there to
protect everybody. But what | found is that everybody
out there is working together. Every single solitary
person is out there trying to make that place a better
facility, nmake it safer, nmake it nore environnental ly
friendly.

And this project goes directly inline with
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what we've trying to do for the 30 years that |'ve been
wor ki ng for Chevron.

| ook at sone of the signs that | see out
here that says we want a healthier facility for our
children, a healthy city for our children. This project
does that. That we want cleaner water and cl eaner air.
This project does that. That we want a safer refinery
and a safer community. This project does that.

But then what happens is when we start neeting
the requirenents of these EIRs they start noving the
line in the sand and they conme up with a different
argunent that says, Well, now we want to | ook 15 years
ahead or 20 years ahead or 50 years ahead. And that's
good. And we do that and we continue to | ook for ways
to inprove. But before us tonight is certifying the EIR
as it stands today, which will help this city, which
w ll provide jobs, which will nake it a healthier
comrunity, a safer conmunity, a safer facility, and a
safer place for ne, ny friends, ny coworkers, and
everybody else to go to.

So | encourage you to please listen to the
EIR, listen to what you' ve been told, and stay focused
on the fact at hand. Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: M chael Davenport.

MR, DAVENPCORT: Good evening. M nane's
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M chael Davenport. |'m here representing nmyself and
al so the Richnond Chanber of Conmerce.

And we urge you to listen to the EIR and nove
this plan forward. This place has been -- Chevron has
been needing this for years. They are one of the safest
pl aces I know -- | work out there nmyself -- it's one of
safest place | know, that they have a very, very
stringent safety rule. | nean you have to go through a
whol e bunch just to each get hired out there.

And the -- | heard soneone say, well, a young
man back there saying about you have your car, you fix
your car, let themdo it. Well, | was thinking about
your home. We started off years ago with a fireplace to
war m ny house, then steam heat, then a floor heat, then
a wall heat, and central heating. It's tinme for
noder ni zation. The tinme is nowto do this. And | would
really appreciate it.

And the jobs that it's going to create. You
got a thousand construction jobs, 1,300 indirect jobs
that it's going to create. And one thing of it is |I'm
t hi nki ng of, okay, | can understand the safety probl ens
t he opponents and the health problens the opponents are
sayi ng and tal king about. Okay. Let's fix that. Let's
stop holding themup and let's let themget this done.

Thank you.
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MR. RQJAS: Christian Dowel .

MR. DOVELL: Thank you for letting us be here
tonight. M nane's Christian Dowell. |'ma processing
engi neer at the Richnond refinery.

| actually grew up in this area right across
the bridge in Vallejo and | returned to R chnond. 1|'ve
lived in Richnond for the majority of ny career here at
Chevron. | can be found wal king ny dog near the Marina
and Ri chnond Har bor and run along the Bay Trail.

And | can also be found at the Geater
Ri chnond Interfaith Program where | volunteer, as well
as the Bay Area Rescue Mssion. And | frequently get to
see the great people that nmake up the city of R chnond.

To nme, the nodernization project is an
opportunity to help out the community with over a
t housand jobs and not sacrifice the health, the safety
or the environnent in any stretch.

| encourage you to certify the EIR and to

approve the nodernization project. And thank you for

the tine.

MR. RQJAS: Sherwin Harris.

MR HARRIS: Good evening. M nane is Sherw n
Harris. |I'mthe vice-president of renovations at the
Bay Area Rescue Mssion. |'malso a worker here in the

Cty of Richnond. For the last 20 years |'ve worked at
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the Bay Area Rescue M ssion. And seven of those twenty
years | held two jobs, one at the Bay Area Rescue
M ssion and one with the Cty of R chnond.

' mhere on behalf of the Bay Area Rescue
M ssion and to | et Chevron know that we support this
noder ni zati on program and project; and we pray that you
woul d do the sanme and pass these EIRs into | aw, that
they can begin their work there and continue to enpl oy
the citizens of Richnond.

Chevron has been side by side to hel p support
the nen, wonen, and children that cone through the Bay
Area Rescue M ssion, not only with their noneys but with
their tinme and their talents. On any given week you can
see an enpl oyee of Chevron working with us side by side,
as you already heard. And without them-- |'ve seen
also -- well, | worked at the auditorium different
prograns that were being conducted there that were being
funded by Chevron. They have a pul se of the community.
They have an inpact on the conmmunity. And many of the
ki ds that receive their school packs that they supply --
t he school supplies that they supply us wth have went
on to graduate from UC Davis, Stanford University, and
one is now doing two tours in lraq. So we just pray
that you woul d pass this | aw

Thank you.
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MR. RQJAS: Angelina Faggett.

M5. FAGCGETT: Hello. M nanme is Angelina
Faggett and | am a Kennedy graduate. Also, | ama
resi dent of R chnond.

And |'m al so excited by what the nodernization
project will be doing and the jobs that it will create
once approved and that it has already created. | manage
t he canvassi ng program for the nodernization project
here in R chnond. W have about 30 canvassers that are
all R chnond residents. They have gone throughout the
city of Richnond to gain support from Ri chnond residents
who are Ri chnond voters who put our people into office
that want this to be approved. |'m here saying
basically | hope that we gain your approval also and
that you push forward this EIR report.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Jason @Gl li a.

MR, GALLIA: Hello, everybody. M nane is
Jason Gallia, 44-year Richnond resident DeAnza Hi gh
School graduate. And | renenber playing footbal
agai nst Kennedy out here, right here in this field.

What |1'd like to say, we definitely support
the EIR W want it to nove forward. But | just want
to touch on sone of the opportunities that | had when

first started the crafts. Started with the ironworkers
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back in '86. As a matter of fact, it was one of these
refineries with one of their new renewal projects that
gave ne the opportunity to have the career that | have
today. Wth that | had a chance to work in all these
refineries around the Bay Area here. And | had a |ot of
times very thankful for what | had by working in these
refineries. | was able to buy a house, buy a car. And
the Iist goes on.

So what 1'd like to say with this
nmoder ni zati on project, speaking for the ironworkers,
al so vice-president, business agent of the ironworkers,
we will definitely open the doors for new opportunity,
not only for the citizens here in Ri chnmond but anybody
el se that wants to conme and work in this Chevron
facility.

Thank you.

MR RQJAS: Kristin Connelly. | did notice
that you had duplicate speaker cards. So we woul d ask
if you could conbine your comments into one speaker.

M5. CONNELLY: Oh, yeah. Thank you very nuch.

Good evening. M nane is Kristin Connelly.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak here tonight. |
amthe president and CEO of the East Bay Leadership
Council and we were one of the -- we've subnitted a

| etter in support of the EIR one of the letters

102

RE: CHEVRON REFINERY




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN P P PR R R R R R R
g b~ W N PP O © 00 N oo o~ 0w PN -, O

CLARK REPORTING & VIDEO CONFERENCING

menti oned by Jennifer Hernandez during her fantastic
presentation. | was very glad to be here for that
tonight. So thank you.

And |'m also here tonight in any capacity as
executive director of the Contra Costa Econom c
Part nership, a sister organization with the council.

And | want to enphasize that we want you to
certify the EIR as recommended. You know, we've heard a
| ot tonight about the jobs created by this project. The
j obs being created with this project aligned with the
hi gh school transformation strategi es being inplenented
in the region using |inked-Iearning approach. The
Contra Costa Economi c Partnership's science, technol ogy,
engi neering, and mathematics initiative has been
generously supported in West Contra Costa County by
Chevron to the tune of a mllion dollars -- nearly a
mllion dollars -- over the last three years and it's
all owed us to do sone really significant things. And
t he kinds of jobs being created here will be the kind of
jobs that the |linked-learning prograns are going to
support.

Through the investnent that Chevron's made,
the Contra Costa Econom c Partnership has been able to
provi de paid sunmer work-based | earni ng opportunities

for teachers and students and have been able to devel op
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opportunities for students to showase their classroom
work at major STEM events in the Bay Area, including the
annual Bay Area Science Festival and the annua

Engi neeri ng Desi gn Chal | enge.

Time doesn't allow nme to articulate all the
amazing things that our STEMinitiative has been able to
do with Chevron's support. | just ask you to certify
the EIR toni ght and support this project.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Marena Brown. And followed by her
will be Bill Pinkham M chael Parker, Reverend Earl
Ket een, Wayne Ellis, Mchael Beer, Abigail Bok, David
Cottlieb, Andrés Soto, Quanah Brightman, and Andrea
Weber. And | think Marena is not here. So Bil
Pi nkham

MR PI NKHAM Good evening. |I'mBill Pinkham
| guess sonme woul d consider ne a carpetbagger. 1|'ve
only lived in R chnond about 27 years.

I"'ma little tired of this nonsense about
environnentalists are not fromhere. Everybody | know
in CBE, ACE -- nost of the people -- and in RPA
[unintelligible], Wst County Toxics -- go on and on --
are Richnond residents. | wonder how many of the
bui | di ngs-trade peopl e who want jobs here are Ri chnond

resi dents.
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Furt hernmore, the nunber of Richnond residents
at Chevron is usually estimated to be about
seven percent.

Sol'd like to tal k about a couple of things
that aren't in the EIR One is the fact that the GIG
em ssions are supposedly not going to increase. But the
problemis that they're based on a baseline that is far
too great. And at one point Chevron was the biggest
poi nt-source polluter in the Bay Area.

The other thing | wanted to nention was we
hear about replacing the pipes. There's absolutely no
reason why Chevron can't replace the pipes. They nake,
on the average -- |ast year, they made on the average
$2.5 mllion per hour. Now, how long would it take them
to replace the pipes? Couple of days? A week? Wat?

They' Il throw a few sobs to the community
because they have so nmuch noney to throw around. But
it's absolute BS that they can't do this and do it soon.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: M ke Parker.

MR. PARKER: M ke Parker.

Look, let's be clear. They're sonething wong
here. Everybody in this roomis for certifying the EIR
everybody in this room Everybody in this roomthinks

the project should go forward. The issue here is what
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alternatives of the alternatives listed in the EIR
shoul d be used and what additional conditions should be

put on this project. And that nobody is discussing.
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We're just having one speech after another about the EIR

and whet her we should certify it.

Let's pay attention to the map that Jennifer
Her nandez put up there. Richnond has dangerous air
gquality and high cancer rates and is designated as an
i npacted community. This is a chance to do sonething
about that. But the original Chevron project, not the

alternative, actually increases 61 of 88 toxics -- get

that word "toxic" -- that nmeans deadly air contam nants.

Yes, Chevron is going to reduce the DPM from shi ps and
tugs. Geat. They should have done that a long tine
ago. But that shouldn't count agai nst reducing the
toxic air contam nants. Mddernization should nean a
reduction of toxic air contam nants, period.

Car bon nonoxide is going to go up by
nine percent. ©h, Chevron says, Not really, because we
can claimcredits. Wat that neans is that Chevron is
claimng the right to grandfather in the fact that it's
poi soned us for years and can therefore continue to do
it. No, that's not acceptable.

| support certifying the EIR | support

Al ternative 11. | support the additional conditions
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proposed by the Ri chnond Environnmental Justice
Coalition. Let's pass a project and truly nmake it
cl eaner and safer.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Earl Koteen.

REV. KOTEEN: |'m Reverend Earl Koteen and a
menber of the Ri chnond Environnental Justice Coalition.

Coupl e of thousand years ago or nore --
actually nore -- a young shepherd boy went out on a
battlefield and faced a very, very |arge opponent.
You' ve all heard the story of David and Goliath, of
course. But recently Malcolm d adwel|l did sonme research
and he found Goliath had an illness called "giantism"
whi ch nakes the bones very fragile. And he did sone
nore research and he found that a slingshot was actual ly
the nost effective weapon of the tine. And so, in al
truth, David had a big advantage over Goliath. It was
just the appearance that Goliath was the greater
chanpi on.

Today, you have an opportunity to knock down a
Goliath that hasn't replaced its pipes. |Its bones are
weak. It is an opportunity to hold them account abl e.
And who knows? A thousand years from now, they may tel
the story differently. But you'll know what you've

done.
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Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Wayne Ellis.

MR ELLIS: M nane is Wayne Ellis. 1've
lived in Ri chnond and owned property here for 35 years.
"' ma buildings-trades nenber.

And |I' m concerned about what goes on here.
And we have a $7 mllion budget deficit in R chnmond this
year. We will have it again next year. |If this |lawsuit
for emnent domain fails, | was told that it would be
another $20 mllion on top of that.

But one thing | would like not to worry about
was the security of the 34 percent of the Ri chnond
budget froma tax perspective that Chevron provides.
And | won't have to worry about that if you pass that
EIR tonight. |It's the practical thing to do.

Chevron is a part of the conmunity. W don't
want it to go anywhere. W can't afford it to go
anywhere. The best thing to do is to nodernize it and
to make it as |least intrusive as we can on the
envi ronnent and pass the EIR

MR. RQJAS: M chael Beer.

MR BEER. My nane is Mchael Beer. I1'ma
Ri chnond resi dent.

And it's really annoying to hear some of the

rhetoric that's com ng out over here. | don't know who
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this dude is over here next to you, Kory; but when he
tal ks about the opposition, he's tal king about me. He's
tal king about the community. W're not the opposition.
We're the community. And if we want to tal k about where
people cone from | get a little annoyed with people
com ng from San Ranon, world headquarters of Chevron
Corporation, and telling nme what air | can breathe. And
| don't know where you live, Kory, either, but |'m not
goi ng to ask you right now.

Ni gel Hearn, at |east, said that sonetines
Chevron can get arrogant. And |'ve been here before
listening to people tal k about the safety, the safety,
the safety of Chevron. |It's their nunber-one concern.

And then what happened about the fire and
about the investigation? How nuch fine did you get?
How many federal regulations did you break?

It's not true. |It's not true. They do not
foll ow t hrough what they do.

Maybe you've turned a |eaf -- conplete |eaf --
and changed. 1|s he taking the place of Dean O Hare?
mss him Ckay. Maybe you' ve changed a conpl ete | eaf,
but you have to admt that you did it. You can't go on
and say we've been safe, we've always been safe. And
what | want to see is, of course, |ike everybody here

wants to see that the EIR is passed; and it | ooks |ike
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the alternative is the best alternative. And for you to
say that it's unwarranted and unacceptable is
unwar r ant ed and unaccept abl e.

MR RQJAS: Abigail Bok.

I f not, David Gottlieb

Andr és Sot o.

MR, SOTO.  Good eveni ng, Menbers of the
Pl anni ng Conm ssion. M nanme's Andrés Soto and |'ve
lived in Ri chnond for 58 years.

One of the things that I'd like to say is
let's get sone of the facts out on the table. The night
of the fire, on August 6, 2012, Chevron lied to us.

Heat her Culp lied and bl amed environnmentalists and the
community for fire because they didn't allow themto
update their project. W now know because Attorney
Ceneral and the District Attorney caused themto cop a
pl ea bargain that they're under crimnal probation as we
speak. We're tal king about a crimnal operation.

Now, are you going to believe a crimnal? O
are you going to believe your neighbors in the
communi ty? What we're tal king about here is we want to
get this refinery cleaned up. W want to get this
refinery safe. W're all on that page. The question is
how we get there.

And one of the things that we know is that
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Chevron wants to get away with whatever they can. It
maxi m zes their profits. They suck noney out of this
community. Sure, they buy off people, spreading a
little bit of cash around and hire a few little people
here and there for their projects. But one of the
things we know is that they don't hire R chnond peopl e
except for five to percent on any given year.

Now, they hire contractors that cone and do
all the building projects. These people conme from
Texas, Okl ahoma, Louisiana, other places and Brentwood
and Antioch. They're not R chnond peopl e.

So let's get real. W're tal king about an
alternative that includes a major transition fromthe
fossil-fuel econony and starting to turn that door and
get around that corner and hire thousands of | ocal
people, inproving the air quality and the health and the
econony of this community.

And let's get real about the deficit that
Ri chnmond is facing. |It's because Chevron blew their
pl ant up and the County Assessor deval ued the property.
And Chevron -- Richnond is suffering because of these
people right here. Don't believe their bullshit.

MR, RQJAS: Quanah Bri ght nan.

MR. BRIGHTMAN: That's kind of hard to foll ow

up, | nust say. He's a good friend of mne. He's done
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a trenendous anount of work for this conmmunity to defend
our Mot her Earth.

Again, nmy nane is Quanah Parker Brightman.

" mthe executive director of United Native Anmericans.
Just to give a brief synopsis of who we are as UNA, we
were founded here in the San Franci sco Greater Bay Area
in 1968. W were involved in the takeover of Alcatraz,
Wunded Knee, a couple of Long Wal ks across country. W
| ed a group one tine that took over Munt Rushnore and
reclainmed it for my nation, the Lakota Nati on.

Now, ny father, of course, one of the founders
of the civil rights novenent and he used to teach at UC
Ber kel ey, UC San Di ego, and, of course, here at Contra
Costa Col | ege for, what, 34 years. Lee Brightmn.

Thank you.

O course, as indigenous people, the way that
we see these refineries and especially Chevron and how
t hey conti nuously go into a nunber of our areas and push
out the local indigenous tribes, force them out of
their -- basically have these rel ocation prograns for
themto steal their natural resources. |It's disgusting
and appal ling.

And I'd like to bring to the attention of this
envi ronnental report -- that's why we're here, to talk

about an environnental report, not to tal k about your
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j ob, okay? W're tal king about the safety of our
community here. For all of us as the comunity.

Now, putting a Band-Aid on this insidious
refinery is not going to work. 1'd like to rem nd
people that the sulfur that corroded the piping at
Chevron's crude oil unit was what caused a nmassive fire
at the refinery in August 2012 and sent a plume of bl ack
snoke over Richnond and put 15,000 people in the
hospital conplaining of respiratory problens, a far cry
fromthe 10, 000 whom support this so-called project.

Now, as far as this processed heavy crude --

MR. RQJAS: |I'msorry. That's your tinme.

MR. BRI GHTMAN -- Canadi an tar sands, | would
just like to say that we need to stand up for our Mother
Earth and we need to revoke this permt fromthis
i nsi di ous corporation known as Chevron.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Andrea Weber.

She's going to be foll owed by Stephanie
Hervey, Vivian Huang, Ethan Buckner, Jack Alotto, Martin
McNair, Sylvia Gray-Wiite, David Druding, Robert Bustos,
Bob Lilley, and Lucymarie Ruth.

M5. WEBER: Good eveni ng, Comm ssioners. M
nane is Andrea Weber. | am a resident of El Sobrante

and actually attended Kennedy Hi gh School back in 1978.
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|"malso with the Center for Biological Diversity.

We ask you to deny this project. |It's harns
to our health and environnent are too great and
envi ronnental review docunents are deficient. | know
we've spent a lot of tinme on the environnmental review
docunents already. Unfortunately, | believe we should
spend nore time to get it right.

A project approval would allow this facility
to operate indefinitely processing ever nore dangerous,
dirty, and extrene crude oils. Based on our analysis of
the EIR, we believe this expansion will threaten our
community with nore explosions, fires, and deadly gas
rel eases and will fuel climate disruption with vast
guantities of greenhouse-gas pollution. W should not
allowthat to just get traded a way with cap-and-trade
program These are real greenhouse-gas em ssions that
w |l conme out of those stacks and be hangi ng over our
city of Ri chnond.

These harns have not been properly disclosed
or avoided as required by California Environnental
Quality Act. Qur safety net for environnental health
and protection is CEQA and it is your duty to protect us
under CEQA.

In addition, the EIR illegally harns marine

species fromthe project's ship traffic and ignores
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harms to wildlife fromthe project's increased train
trips to and fromthe facility. W have subnmtted
addi ti onal comrents yesterday that detail this in --

MR RQJAS: That's your tine.

M5. WEBER -- scientific detail.

Pl ease deny this project.

MR. RQJAS: Vivian Huang.

M5. HUANG Good evening. |'m Vivian Huang.
I"mw th Asian Pacific Environnental Network.

We' ve been working in Richnond for the | ast
twenty years organizing primarily with the Laoti an
refugee community. And as you heard from many of our
community nmenbers tonight, they're very concerned about
maki ng sure that whatever project conmes -- whatever
project that is developed is the healthiest and saf est
project that it can be. Mny of our nenbers have cancer
and have asthma and have many of the health conditions
that they outlined today. And it's been very, very
traumatic, right, to see all the funerals that are
facing the cormunity and all the inpacts that the
pollution fromthe refinery has had on them

And so -- and so we want to nmake sure that
what ever happens around the refinery is that we put in
pl ace really strong conditions to make sure that it is

as healthy and safe as it can be.
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We actually in the aftermath of the August 6th
refinery explosion actually collected support from about
700 different people who signed postcards saying that
they want to see that the refinery is safer and that we
actually put neasures in place to make it as -- to
protect the comunity health.

And so we really urge you to use your power to
adopt conditions that are going to reduce the
greenhouse-gas em ssions that are conmng fromthe
refinery locally and to really create a strong
cl ean-energy and jobs programthe way that we can
actually do nore to protect our planet, create a just
transition, and really build a local living econony that
gives jobs to local residents. W also wanted
conditions that reduce the toxic air em ssions and al so
i ncrease the safety by replacing the old equi pnent.

And, finally, we want to nake sure that there are
publicly verified data and docunentation to show t hat
t hese conditions are being net.

So | strongly urge you to adopt conditions to
make sure that this project is as healthy and as safe as
it can be for the community nmenbers.

Thank you.

MR, RQJAS:. Ethan Bucker, Jack Alotto, Martin
McNair, Sylvia Gay-Wite, David Druding.
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Ch, okay. Sylvia.

M5. GRAY-WHI TE: Good evening. M nane is
Sylvia Gay-Wiite. Unfortunately, I'ma Ri chnond
resident. | say that because Ri chnond has | ong been a
City led by a political systemthat spends a lot of tine
and energy negotiating our health and agreeing with
Chevron rather than establishing nonnegoti able rules and
regul ations that will benefit the health and safety of
its citizens and stop this preneditated killing. The
public has never been allowed to vote on these
envi ronnment al issues.

Well, this is where it stops. This is our
town. Richnond citizens are going to run Richnond. |If
it's going to affect all of us, we want to vote on it.

The City Council nenbers have been elected to do what we

want -- provide us with a clean safety, healthy
environnent. |If they don't want to do that, yes, we
need to vote for sonmeone else. | do not consider

approval of any proposal that does not include total
renoval of current poisonous enissions. How nuch poison
can you take? A little poisonis still poison and wll
negatively affect your body, which will soon becone just
that -- a body. Every year air pollution causes seven
mllion premature deaths all over the world.

Did you know every cell in your body needs
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oxygen every four mnutes? If not, it dies. How nuch
oxygen is in polluted air? Twelve to fifteen percent.
W need twenty-one percent and start to die at nineteen
percent. How nuch polluted air do we have to breathe to
get the necessary oxygen for our 37.2 trillion cells?
The main cause of all diseases is cellular inpairnent.
The main cause of cellular inpairnment is oxygen
defi ci ency.

If Chevron really cared about us, they woul d
have funded a nedical treatnent systemthat would test
us for the chemcals in our bodies --

MR, RQJAS. That's your tine.

M5. GRAY-VWHI TE: -- detoxify and treat us for
the many heal th problens they, Chevron, cause: Heart
attack --

MR, RQJAS: Thank you, ma'am

M5. GRAY-VWHI TE: -- stroke, denentia,

di abetes, cataracts, obesity --

MR. RQJAS: You're fifteen seconds over.

M5. GRAY-WHI TE: Fifteen seconds?

CHAIR LANE: That's your tine.

M5. GRAY-VWHI TE: | thought | had two m nutes.

MR. RQJAS: That was fifteen seconds over two
m nut es.

M5. GRAY-VHI TE: Anyway, |I'mgoing to say this
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-- erectile dysfunction and many, many, many nore.

MR. RQJAS: Thank you.

Davi d Drudi ng.

MR DRUDING Hello and thank you. | wanted
to set those pictures up there. They're fromrefineries
in Canada and in the Gulf and Manchester that are
i nvolved with the refining nonconventional fossil fuels,
specifically tar sands.

A Chevron chem cal engineer stated tonight
t hat opponents to green-lighting Chevron's expansion
into refining, quote, nonconventional fossil fuels under
t he cover of nodernization were m sl eading and
di si ngenuous. Calling a project that is creating a
refinery to process dirty nonconventional fossil fuels
"a nodernization project” is m sl eading and
di si ngenuous.

| would like to ask our Pl anning Comm ssion to
require Chevron to nore thoroughly define what refining
of nonconventional fossil fuels they are planning, what
it will involve, before certifying this EIR Al | have
been able to learn from Chevron's public relations staff
is that they want to remain, quote, flexible on what
this nodernization will include. For all our safety
fromthe inevitable | eaks that will happen, as you can

see in those pictures, and the inpact on our environnent
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t hat processi ng dangerous tar sands with its deadly
dilutants will have on all of us, we nust not have this
noder ni zati on i nclude tar sands processing.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Robert Bustos.

MR, BUSTOS: (Good eveni ng Madam Chai r nman,
Menbers of the Richnond Pl anning Comm ssion. M nane is
Robert Bustos. |'ma 50-year-resident of Pittsburg,
California, downstreamfrom Ri chnond. |[|'ve had the
opportunity to work for 34 years in the construction
field and the pipe-fitting industry. |[|'ve worked in
every single refinery, chem cal plant, research and
devel opnent | ab, shipyards, what have you, throughout
t he region.

You know, the refinery is old. It was built
in 1902. And nuch like any infrastructure, whether it's
privately owned or publicly owned, such as Cal Trans,
City of Richnond, Gty of Pittsburg, Contra Costa
County, you have to nodernize your infrastructure to
keep up. That neans using the | atest technol ogies, the
| atest materials to keep up with the tines. |t nakes
for a safer place, nmakes for a safer place to work.

Again, |1've been in the refineries many years
and |1've still got all ny fingers, all ny toes, and I

don't have cancer. They've done a great job as far as
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training is.

| got you. One mnute.

For nore than a hundred years the refinery has
provi ded t housands of jobs and creates a stable | ocal
econony; and we'd like to see that continue.

By the way, | am a business representative for
the steanfitters union representing 3,000 nenbers
working in Contra Costa and Al aneda Counti es.

So wth that, I1'd like to close wth saying
that 1'd like to you pl ease consider the work that your
staff did. | believe they are the experts. Everybody
else in this room | don't believe, is an expert or else
they'd be sitting where she was. And, please,
recommend that you, the staff, please pass this along
and let's get this project noving.

Thank you.

MR RQJAS: Bob Lilley.

MR. LILLEY: Good evening. |'mBob Lilley.
I"mwith the IBEW representing the electricians of
Contra Costa County.

| don't work for Chevron. In fact, I'm
frequently across the table fromthemas |I negotiate for
our mai ntenance unit that works in that refinery. Mny
of ny nmenbers do live in R chnond and they're safety and

well being of their famlies and while they're at work
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are utnost to ne.

| had a statenent that | had prepared talking
about the benefits of the project and the benefits of
the community, but | don't think that's what this is al
about. | don't think it's about facts and figures, a
t housand jobs and 1,300 other jobs on a billion-dollar
project. | don't think that's what we're discussing. |
think this is about politics.

And al t hough | appreciate and under st and
that -- understand the process -- | don't think politics

shoul d ever be used to delay the inplenentation of a
safety programfor a community or for a facility, no
matter how large or small it is. | don't think that it
shoul d be used to delay the financial security of a
community. | don't think it should dimnish the pride
they feel as they get up in the norning and go to work,
as opposed to go done to the street corner and beg for a
job. And | certainly don't think that politics should
be used to stand in the way of progress.

Ri chnond is on the verge of an industri al
renai ssance. It could easily double its financial
footprint outside -- its industrial footprint outside
the refinery in the next five years. But that
renai ssance, that Richnond renai ssance, will not bl ossom

if you saddl e your largest industry with an outnoded,
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out dat ed t echnol ogy, nuch of which is over half a
century old. And you're not going to -- you're not
going to benefit the comunity if many of them are
unenpl oyed.

So at the end of this political process, |
urge you to do everything you can to get this project
novi ng forward as soon as possible. | urge you to --

MR, RQJAS. That's your tine.

MR. LILLEY: Thank you.

MR, RQJAS: Lucymarie Ruth.

M5. RUTH. |Is that okay? That sure sounded
|i ke a political statenment to ne.

Practically of the -- is this -- okay.
Practically all of the persons who have spoken agai nst
t he proposal tonight are from R chnond. | have lived in
Ri chnond for 36 years. Both nmy children went to West
Contra Costa County School District schools.

Through nost of the evening -- well, the
earlier half -- I've been sitting amd a sea of folks
with t-shirts proclaimng a "Mdernized Refinery,

Anot her Reason to be Richnond Proud.” Not a bad sl ogan
but terribly m sl eading.

What ki nd of nodernization are we talking
about? Is it a nodernization to nake the aging refinery

safe to process the grades of oil fromthe M ddl e East
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and Al aska that Chevron has al ways processed? O is it
a noderni zation to process grades of crude oil fromthe
Bakken Fields and fromtar sands that woul d be
transported by rail?

We all know the answer to that. There have
al ready been nunerous explosions resulting from crude
oil being transported by rail, hundreds of people have
been -- died and been injured fromthat. Wen these
expl osi ons happen to oil destined for Chevron Ri chnond
w Il Richnond be proud then? You know the answer to
t hat t oo.

W need to expand our focus. At |east, unti

we do that, we nust say, "Hell, no," to Burlington
Northern, "Hell, no," to Kinder Mdrgan and "Hell, no,"
to Chevron.

Thank you.

MR, RQJAS: Stephani e Hervey.

Fol | owed by her is Kat Bl ack, Megan Zapant a,
Robi n Jenni ngs, Neal Kinble, Gary Kinsburg, Darnel

Lewis, Tery Lizarraga, Per Lorentzen, Adam Lovano, Kim a

Namazi an.

Go ahead.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | just wanted to thank
everyone who worked on this process. | could only get

t hrough the 114 pages of changes. So | really respect
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t he people that worked on this and those who actually
| ooked out for and tried nake sure that the process was
transparent.

| ama Richnond resident. | just noved out of
North Richnond, which is a fence-line comunity; and so
this is not political. 1 just wanted to |l et you know
that | am speaki ng on behal f of many organi zations
t oday.

The first thing is in reference to Kanal a
Harris's letter that asked to evaluate the safety risks.
| do see in the EIR there is an evaluation of the
process risk -- safety risks; but there's not an
evaluation of the health risk. I'mnot sure if it's
m ssing, but we're mssing sone of the safety risk in
this report.

Al so, the cunul ative effects. If we could
meke -- |l ook at the heat-island effects. There was no
reference to heat-island effects, the extrene heat
t enperatures once these chem cals are heated up during
t he hot days of the year and how that affects the
heal t h.

Qur community is asking for no increase in
toxi ¢ contam nants, period. The community is asking for
no reduction in permt limts. The risks should be

Measured. |If they can't be neasured, we're asking for
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that to happen as a condition to the permt. W're also

asking that we share the love with the other parts of
the community, including the environnmental justice
community that's asking for a fund. So | support CBE
| support APEN and al so the health community of the
doctors and the nurses that support critical care. W
need to al so support Doctors Medical Center within this
as well and secure optimzation -- Health Optim zation
Fund. That's the only clear nexus that the comunity
has to this is the health nexus.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Kat Bl ack.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | want to go hone.

M5. BLACK: Hello. Good evening. M nane is
Catherine Black. | ama Benicia resident. | ama
downwi nd conmmunity. So although | don't live in
Ri chnond, what happens here affects Benicia too as a
downwi nd conmuni ty.

" ma nenber of the Benicians for a Safe and
Heal t hy Comrunity opposing the Val ero crude-by-rail
project in Benicia. They are presenting their draft
envi ronnental inpact report tonorrow at the pl anning
comm ssion at City Hall in Benicia at seven o' cl ock
tomorrow with a rally beforehand at five-thirty.

| have personally watched the Cty Council of
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Ri chnond and the Pl anni ng Conmm ssion for a coupl e of
years now. | think nost you on the panel know nme. |
have al so watched this CEQA process on this project.
have | earned a | ot.

As a nmenber of Benicians for a Safe and
Heal t hy Community and as an individual, | support the
CBE and RPA conditions. Wat happens in Richnond at the
Chevron refinery affects the Bay Area as a cunul ative
inpact. |If Chevron could isolate the air and water
above the Chevron refinery, it mght be different, but
they can't. It affects us all. Please renenber that.

MR, ROJAS: Megan Zapant a.

M5. ZAPANTA: Good evening. M nane is Megan
Zapanta; and |I'ma comunity organi zer with the Asian
Paci fic Environmental NetworKk.

Earlier this evening, many of our nenbers
testified about the many health inpacts they face |iving
in the shadow of Chevron. Like many of our |eaders,

t oo have asthma and today bought a new inhaler. Like
our | eaders who are facing cancer, asthma, and ot her

di seases, I'mtired of treating the synptons of this
health problem | want to treat the problem The
problemis polluting corporations that get away wth
fixing -- patching up old pipes instead of really fixing

them not paying their taxes, exceeding em ssion
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standards. APEN nenbers don't trust Chevron and for
good reason.

|'"'mhere to echo their concerns and to urge
you to adopt stringent conditions on this plan,
i ncl udi ng maki ng Chevron fund a cl ean-energy jobs
programto help us transition to a cl eaner and safer
future, capping their em ssions, replacing old piping,
and al so creating a process for docunenting how Chevron
is neeting all of these conditions, because if we give
them the benefit of the doubt, then we may be paying
wi th our |ives.

MR, RQJAS. Robin Jennings.

M5. JENNI NGS: Much | ower.

Ladi es and gentl enen of the Pl anning
Comm ssion, thank you for allowng ne to speak this
evening. M nane is Robin Jennings. |'msure you' ve
seen ne before. And |I'mhere tonight to | end ny support
once again to the Chevron Refinery Modernization Project
and the EIR as it stands.

The reasons | support nodernization for the
refinery are sinple. | work at the Chevron
| ear ni ng- and- devel opnent departnent. | ama resident,
t axpayer, voter and honmeowner in Richnond. And Chevron
benefits not only ne and ny famly but ny nei ghbors as

well with this project.
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| have watched ny fell ow workers as we
vol unteered together to clean up the streets, feed the
poor, walk and find a cure for AIDS, walk to end
homel essness shoul der to shoul der with ny honel ess
brothers and sisters who live on streets of ny city.
Chevron doesn't pay us to do these things. W as
i ndi vi dual s choose to support these projects because we
are passionate about these causes. Frankly, there isn't
enough noney nmade to make ne speak out in favor of
sonething | didn't believe in. And | believe in this
project wwth all nmy heart. It wll nake the refinery
safer, better, cleaner, and nore energy-efficient.

| urge you to find in favor of presenting the
noder ni zati on project to the Gty Council

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Neal Kinble.

MR KIMBLE: H . I'"'mNeal Kinble and |I'm a
proj ect manager for the Richnond refinery.

The projects | deal with are nostly buil di ng
projects; that is nmaking inprovenents to our existing
infrastructure. And we are spending over a hundred
mllion dollars -- well over a hundred mllion dollars
-- just to nmake buildings safer with that sol e purpose,
that the personnel are in safer buildings. And these

are all voluntary inprovenents. They're not required by
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|l aw. That's over a hundred mllion dollars just at
Ri chnond refinery.

|'ve worked at the refinery for seven years
and in various refineries and chem cal plants for over
thirty-five years. The Richnond refinery is by far the
saf est and nost environnentally conscious facility |
have ever worked in. And if it wasn't that way, |
woul dn't be there.

The safeguards we enpl oy that address safety
and environnental issues are second to none and we go
wel | beyond what's required by | aw

My father also worked at Chevron. He was a
truck driver and he was in and out of the Ri chnond
refinery for 47 years. And he too always felt that
Ri chnond refinery was the safest place to drive in and
out of and to |oad his truck.

Wth the nodernization project, we'll have a
refinery that's nore reliable, cleaner, and even safer
for the enpl oyees and community. Pl ease approve the
noder ni zati on project.

Thank you.

MR RQJAS: Gary Kinsburg.

MS. LI ZARRAGA: Did you say "Tery"?

MR. RQJAS: Gary Kinsburg.

Ckay. Darnell Lew s.
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MR LEWS: H. M nane is Darnell Lew s.
|"'ma Richnond resident. | graduated from Kennedy Hi gh
School, and | was born here.

And | hear a lot of stuff about people wanting
better health for the comunity. They want to support
the community, but | live in inner-city R chnond, grew
up here all ny life. And what better way to help the
young adults and the youth by giving them jobs?

| haven't been at Chevron that |long. They
have hired ne, a Richnond resident. | do work there
now. | haven't been there long, six nonths. And as
soon as you wal k through the gate, it's all about
safety. Everything you do inside of that refinery is
all about safety. Al they want you to do is cone in
the refinery and | eave the sane way you left. And I
think that's a great thing.

|'ve been in nultiple refineries, power plants
and chem cal plants; and none of them care about your
safety as nuch as them

So, yes, | want to see this project proceed.
Yes, | want to see other inner-city Ri chnond residents
find a way to change and nake a difference, to support
their famly and their health issues and their |ives.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Tery Lizarraga.
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MS. LI ZARRAGA: (Good evening. M nane's Tery
Li zarraga. | live in Richnond. | grewup in this area.
And have a long-termfamly history here. | raised ny
kids near refineries -- the Phillips refinery and the
Chevron refinery; and that's with an understandi ng of
refinery em ssions.

|"mactive in the community as a basket bal |
coach. | coach basketball at Sal esian Hi gh School. And

| recall that ny career started in R chnond buying ny
first pair of lowtop Converse shoes at J.C. Penneys in
downtown Richnond. |[|'ve been here a |long tine.

" ma professional engineer from UC Berkel ey.
| have 26 years at the Richnond refinery; and |'ve
wor ked i n many, many jobs, nost of which were sonehow
focused on reduci ng em ssions, inproving safety or
reliability of refinery-process units. Now Il'mthe
manager of process-safety nanagenent at the refinery.
|'ve spent the | ast year working with teans of people on
trying to figure out how to i nprove the safety and
reliability of the refinery, inplenenting new work
processes, and things like that. I'minvested in this
conmuni ty.

And as a R chnond resident | believe that this
project is good for Chevron, for our enployees and

contractors, and the City of Richnond. | think it
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secures the future of a refinery that's conmtted to
conti nuous i nprovenent, em ssions reductions, and safe
and reliable operations.

| worked on the permtting for the |ast
project. | think this one goes above and beyond t hat
project. | live here. | care about ny famly at work
and at hone; and | believe that nmy coworkers and |
conduct ourselves that way.

Pl ease approve the project wth reasonabl e
conditions. Thank you.

MR RQJAS: Per Lorentzen.

MR LORENTZEN: |1'm Per Lorentzen. |I'ma
constructi on manager out at the refinery, been working
for Chevron for eight years.

|'"'mgoing to quote CGeneral Patton. "A good
pl an today is better than a perfect plan tonorrow. "

This project here is not just a good plan.
It's not even a great plan. This is a world-class plan.
And here's what it does.

It meets or exceeds all |egal requirenents.
It neets or exceeds all the environnental requirenents.
It enhances the safety of the refinery. 1t's going to
put thousands of people to work. It's going to provide
huge community benefits to this entire city.

| hear a lot of tal k about progressive
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alliance in R chnond, progress. Not noving this
progress forward is not progress. |It's not even
mai ntai ning the status quo. It's noving backwards.
There is no sound reason not approve this project.

So |'m asking you as the Planning Conm ssion
to do what | feel is your civic duty to do because
here's the chance that you have to make a change is you
have the ability to enhance the safety of the refinery.
You now have a chance to inprove the environnent in this
city. You have the chance to put over a thousand people
to work. And you have the ability to go ahead and spend
the community benefits in a wise manner that wll put
even nore people to work.

So |I''m encouragi ng you, please, approve this
project. It's required. And there's no reason for you
not to do it.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Adam Lovano.

MR. LOVANO. Good evening, Planning Comm ssion
Menbers, City of Richnond residents, and Bay Area
community nmenbers. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak regarding the Ri chnond Refinery Mbdernization
Proj ect.

My nane is Adam Lovano. | have lived in the

City of EIl Cerrito and worked at the Richnond refinery
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for the past nine years. And |I'mhere today to show ny
support for the nodernization project.

As a Bay Area resident | have enjoyed |iving,
wor ki ng, and volunteering in the R chnond community.
Qutside of work | enjoy spending tinme in Ri chnond by
runni ng al ong the Marina Bay and dining on 23rd Street.
In addition, | have also volunteered as a nmentor at
Kennedy Hi gh, right here just a couple doors down, and
basi cal ly hel pi ng students | earn about science and
technology. 1've served neals at the Bay Area Rescue
M ssion and supported the fun run, anong many ot her
community events.

The reason why | bring all this stuff upis to
me Richnmond is a coomunity of doers and creators and
that's what I'd |like to continue to support both as an
enpl oyee at the refinery and as a community nenber.

| amcurrently an operations planner at the
refinery. In thisrole | wrk on a teamto ensure we
safely and reliably supply our custonmers with products
such as gasoline, jet, and diesel. To ne, the
noder ni zation project allows us to neet these safe and
reliabl e expectations into the future. Like the
residents of R chnond, safety and health are ny top
priorities. And | believe the nodernization project

supports these priorities. By replacing 40-plus-year
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ol d technol ogy with new technol ogy, our community will
be nore energy-efficient, cleaner, and safer.

Thank you for your tinme and | ask you to
support and approve the refinery nodernization project
t oday.

MR, RQJAS. Kima Namazian. Followed by her
is going to be Mark Piersante, Mark Plubell, Joey
Porter, Frynrare Fletcher, Greg Reed, Rebecca Ross, Wi
Shi, Mark Stutzman, Troy Tagliabosch, and La Saunda
Tat e.

M5. NAMAZIAN. H . M nane is Kima Nanazi an.
|"ve been a process engi neer at Chevron for six years.
And before that | did two sumrer internships with
Chevron while in college, one in operations doing
rotating shift work and one in technical. Wen Chevron
offered me a full-tinme job | did not hesitate to accept
because the people are so approachabl e and Chevron
really did enphasize operating safely and within their
environnental limts. |It's our nunber-one tenet of
operation that I wear on ny work badge every day.

| started full-tinme in 2008 on the current
ol der hydrogen plants; and exactly one week | ater
construction on the new cl eaner, safer hydrogen pl ant
was granted. So every tine we pass by, we thoroughly

scan the construction site to see what new exciting
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progress all the contractors had made.

| was born and raised in the Bay Area. | live
close to Richnond on the EI Cerrito border and | spend a
lot of nmy time here in Richnond. 1'll stay late on-site
next to the operating units waiting to play volley ball
where I'"'ma teamcaptain and | feel safe and | have no
heal th concerns. M team ny coworkers, or mnmy work
famly often has dinner and drinks at the Up and Under,
the Baltic, or the Spot.

|'ve al so personally shown ny support for this
communi ty by coordinating groups of other engineers to
vol unt eer, including assenbling bags of holiday toys for
needy famlies at the fire departnent, filling backpacks
Wi th school supplies to be handed out at the
back-to-school block party. And just yesterday | hel ped
serve lunch at the Bay Area Rescue M ssion with eight of
my col |l eagues; and nultiple people there said, "W |ove
Chevron. They always hel p us out."

So | ask that you pl ease approve noderni zation
as i s because it is absolutely critical for the
| ong-termfeasibility of the refinery and therefore the
| ong-term support of the R chnond comrmunity.

Thank you for your tinme and consideration.

MR. RQJAS: Mark Piersante.

MR. Pl ERSANTE: Good evening. M nane is Mark
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Piersante. |1'ma chemcal engineer. | live in San
Rafael. And although I've been involved with this
project fromits original inception back in 2003, this
process recently is -- the Cty's to be comended and
specifically staff, Lina, the legal staff, and Environ.
Sone of the best experts have put together an incredible
envi ronnent al docunent .

| woul d urge you to approve the docunent and
to ignore the sensationalized rants of the opposition.

And | ask you this question. For every day
that this project is delayed is another day that the
heal th benefits and the safety benefits of this project
are being prevented frombeing inplenmented. So | would
ask you to please approve the project.

Thank you very much.

MR. RQJAS: Mark Plubell.

MR, PLUBELL: Good evening. M nane is Mark
Plubell. 1'mthe business agent for the Heat and Frost
| nsul ators of Northern California. W currently have 30
menbers wor ki ng on doing inspections -- just for the
sane purpose as you' ve all been tal king for safety of
the refinery -- checking welds, checking bends in the
pi pe and everything. Three of our nenbers are Ri chnond
residents; and we would |l ove to put nore Ri chnond

residents to work.
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Sounds like the staff is recormmending this
EIR, this final EIR Kamala Harris's office is com ng
around with it. | think it's tine to get this done.

Thank you very much.

MR. RQOJAS: Joey Porter.

Frynrare Fl etcher.

G eg Reed.

Sir, are you Geg? Geg Reed.

Rebecca Ross.

MR PORTER Hi. Good evening. M nane is
Joey Porter. |'ma construction project nmanager with
Overaa Construction. W're a R chnond-area contractor.
W' ve been doing business in this city for 107 years.
In fact, we did your Cty Council chanbers a few years
ago.

|''m here tonight and I think of an old parable
about the magical fish and the fisher's wwfe. And this
fisher's wife was granted wi shes by the fish until there
came a nonent and the fish -- the fish asked, "One nore
wi sh?" And she says, "I ask for the nobon and stars.”
And the fish replied, "You asked for the nobon and stars?
You wi Il have nothing at all."

And | think that's where we are at tonight.
W have a fantastic project, an EIR that is stellar

beyond anything that's been done, the opportunity to
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pass that. O you have the opportunity to perhaps grab
alittle nore, sonme environnental justice, some econom c
i njustice, sone progressive feel-goody things.

I'"d like to | eave you toni ght paraphrasing a
quote fromthe author of Atlas Shrugged 50 years ago,
Ayn Rand. \When you see trading is done not by consent
but by conpul sion, when you see that in order to produce
you rnust gain the perm ssion of those who produce
not hi ng, when you see that noney goes to those who do
not deal in goods but in favors and the laws work in
their favor, then society is dooned. | |eave you with
t hat t hought tonight.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Frynrare Fletcher, Geg Reed,
Rebecca Ross.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Good eveni ng, Pl anni ng
Comm ssioners. | know many of you from vol unteering al
around Richnmond. And I know we all have one thing in

common. We're passionate about our city and we're all

Ri chnmond Proud. |'mgoing to ask you guys to do the
hardest thing in this city -- and | know too, because
you guys know ne. | love this city, | love the kids,

|"'mout there. But you all have to becone independent
t hi nkers tonight. You have to take all of the enotions

that we all have on both sides of this and you got to
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| ook at the facts.

The City took tine and they brought out an
EIR We were here in, like, 2006, '07, '08 -- | can't
renmenber. We were doing the sane process. And you said
it wasn't good enough. Gty Council, okay. Chevron and
the Gty went back at it. And |I've heard tonight from
professionals that it's better.

So ask yourself to be an i ndependent thinker.
Lots of your party people on both sides are going to be
in your ear. But look at the EIR Really consider what
you' re doi ng, because jobs need to happen. Kids need to
have sol utions, not just hope. W can tal k about the
environnent. Go drive the southside at 3:00 o'clock in
the norning. And then let's nake sure we're focused on
the right things. Let's get this right. Let's get it
done. Pl ease be independent thinkers.

Thank you.

MR, RQJAS: Wei Shi.

MR. SHI: Good evening. M nane is Wi Shi.
| work in Richnond refinery as a design engineer. Thank
you for giving nme the opportunity here to show ny
support for the nodernization project.

| want to start wth ny grandparents. They
are both over 80 years old. They don't speak any

English. They've been with ne, so they been |iving
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close to ne for the past over five years so | can take
care of them

Before | took ny current position here at
Ri chnond, | didn't know what to expect, because this is
my first job inside a refinery. | intend to |live close
to the refinery. M grandpa has severe asthma and COPD
for the past over thirty years. So | was a little bit
concer ned.

| talked to the people who work here before
and the people who are working here and actual ly al so
tal ked to couple of doctors around here. And they al
assured nme that the air quality here is not going to be
a concern for him

So | nove here. | took the job. And, sure
enough, his health condition is actually inproved since
we noved here. He doesn't require oxygen at night
anynore. He can actually wal k around outside a little
bit during the day tine. So a lot of ny relatives, |
guess, surprisingly surprised.

| wasn't that surprised, because after working
wth Chevron for five nore years and | know how nuch we
care about the environnent. | know how nmuch we care
about the community. | know what we're doing for al
the people around us. So | have so nuch faith in the

way we conduct our business. At the end a thousand
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mles of journey starts with one step. | feel this
project is the right step towards the right direction.
So pl ease approve it so we can have an even cl eaner
refinery in the future.

Thanks.

MR. RQJAS: Mark Stutzman.

MR. STUTZMAN: Good evening. M nane is Mark
Stutzman. |I'mthe CEO of J.T. Thorpe & Son. W're a
union industrial contractor on Hensley Street very cl ose
to the Richnond refinery. W enploy about 50 to 60
people full-tinme in our Richnond facility. Being a
contractor, we have 700 people that work all around the
country in different refineries, power plants, and other
manuf acturing facilities. And we have up to 200 in the
| ocal area. So |'ve been around R chnond in the
refinery for the last 30 years and worked in there, so |
under stand about it.

Qobvi ously, as a business owner and a Ri chnond
t axpayer, | care about this project and I want it to go
forward. It critical to the success of Chevron going
forward and it's safer for our enployees and the people
around Ri chnond.

One thing is being around -- working in
Ri chnmond for the | ast 25 years, |'ve been around the

city and worked in and around the Ri chnond. And, doing
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that, |'ve seen many inprovenents within -- at the
Ri chnond refinery. And | have to say we have nmade
m st akes as contractors in the past; and we've gotten
the chance to do better. And |I've seen Chevron nake
great strides in the right direction on inproving their
safety and their quality within their construction.

Several speakers have tal ked about -- have
comment ed about the Richnond refinery does not care
about the safety and well -being of workers and the
environnent. |If you ve worked in the refinery, they
I npress on you continuously for safety of not only the
wor kers but maki ng sure you have | eak-proof construction
and you conpl ete the work adequately.

So | just want to say | support this EIR as
written; and please get this project going.

Thank you.

MR, RQJAS: Troy Tagliaboscht, La Saunda Tat e.

Madam Chair, at this point, we have about 55
speakers | eft.

So I'lIl call up the next ten: Tracy Thonpson,
Cesar Zepeda, Don Gosney, Dennis Hicks, Arthur Hatchen,
Washi ngt on Burns, Len Turner, Andrew Wng, and Jonny
Pasco.

Tracy, Cesar. Don.

MR. GOSNEY: Good evening. |'m Don Gosney,
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born here in Ri chnond and spent about half a century
living here. By the way, this is ny house, class of
' T72.

What |'mgoing to tal k about tonight is about
the -- ny concern is about the process. W in this
room cane here with an open nmnd? Wo of you sitting as
Pl anni ng Commi ssi oners canme with an open m nd? | know
sure didn't. | cane arned with facts and a know edge of
issues and | can't imagine what i m ght hear tonight
that would change ny m nd on this nodernization. But
"' m not one of the hand-picked representatives of an
el ected official who told the world the day after the
fire in the lowsulfur fuel-oil unit that every Chevron
enpl oyee is a crimnal. And unlike at |east four of
you, |'mnot a dues-paying nenber of an organization
that put out this mailer over the weekend filled wth
fabrications, half-truths, and msdirections. |'m not
one of the Conmm ssioners who has given ny own noney to
support an organi zati on that has advocated for closure
of this refinery. And |I'mnot one of the two
Conmmi ssioners who has run for office and have announced
that they will be running for office and is reliant on
t he support of an organization that demands that Chevron
quit refining oil and use their resources for w nd and

sol ar farns. "' m not one of the Conmm ssioners who in
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one of their previous public neetings to hear about this
proposal had trouble reading their own questions about
the draft environnental inpact report as if they had
been fed the questions by soneone else. And even
anongst the people here tonight, at least | |ive here in
Ri chnmond. You won't see nme going into sonmeone else's
house and telling themwhat to think. That's just plain
rude. As sonmeone who has spent his adult life building
petrochem cal conpl exes, | know this business; and |
actually understand what this environnental inpact
report. This nodernization is a good thing for our
community and will help to make this refinery safer than
it is right now W're hearing from people demandi ng
that the tens of thousands of mles of pipes in the
refinery be replaced. W're hearing that every clanmp
needs to be renoved and the pipes be repl aced
i mmedi ately, even though this is inpractical and woul d
cost a gazillion dollars. Not only do these people not
understand how a refinery works, but they're unwilling
to listen or to learn. They're fixated in their hatred
of the big bad oil conpany. | can't even imgine --
can even i nagine that before | get hone --

MR, RQJAS: Thank you, M. Gosney.

MR, GOSNEY: Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Dennis Hicks.
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Arthur Hatchett.

MR, HATCHETT: Good eveni ng, Madam Chai r man
and Menbers of the Commi ssion. M nane is Arthur
Hat chett, executive director of the Geater R chnond
Interfaith Program

| could ask your support for this project
because of the fact that we've had -- this is probably
the first time that | can renmenber in nmy 46 years of
being with the City that there's been such a substanti al
anmount of opportunity for residents and community people
to get together and to |l earn nore about this project. |
think it's been phenonenal, the type of information
that's been provided by the City and opportunities from
this Conm ssion and also from Chevron to help people to
under stand what's going on here.

But, also, as you know, our mssion is to
transformthe |ives of the disenfranchised. And one of
our greatest partners has been Chevron. They cone to
our facility. They provide our residents with clothes
that they need, with food that they want. Fromthe
general manager on down, they cone and prepare neals.
They serve neals during Christmas tinme and they give
gifts to kids when there's a need. For our residents
t hey make sure they are provided, doing everything from

tearing up carpet to cleaning up the place. And they're

147

RE: CHEVRON REFINERY




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN P P PR R R R R R R
g b~ W N PP O © 00 N oo o~ 0w PN -, O

CLARK REPORTING & VIDEO CONFERENCING

j ust good nei ghbors.

So | just want to say this: Wo do you want
to trust? A neighbor who hel ps you or that person just
wal ks down the other side of the street and shi nes you
on.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Washington Burns, Len Turner.

MR. TURNER: Good evening. M nane is Len
Turner and I'ma local contractor, signatory to the
carpenters and | aborers union. And |I'mhere in support
of this nodernization project. Let ne tell you why.

So over the years Turner G oup has partnered
with the City of Richnond, in particular R chnond Build
and For Richnond. And wi thout these two projects it
woul d have been very hard for Turner Group to conplete
their projects wthout the support of Chevron. Chevron
supports these projects. It sponsors them

And it sponsors these young people so that we
can do affordabl e housing here. And w thout Chevron's
support we woul d not have been able to do this.

So we want you to nove forward with the
noder ni zati on and because we need the jobs. W need the
] obs.

And so even if one person said that 7 percent.

Let's say worst-case scenario, out of the 1,300, that's
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91 jobs. And if it's true that these union jobs affect

5 people, that's 450 to 500 people being affected by the

m ni mum

So we urge you to nove this forward. Thank
you.

MR. RQJAS: Andrew Wng.

MR WONG So first, 1'd like to thank all of
you for doing this process. | know how late it is and

how nmuch you have to be commtted to this. And so |
appl aud you for all the work that you' ve done.

My nane is Andrew Wong. | have a conpany.
It's a software conpany that focuses on providing
software and data analytics to nunicipalities that are
trying to inprove conditions in education, healthcare,
i n econom ¢ devel opnent, critical justice, et cetera.

We do this work all over the country. W' ve
been contracted with Chevron to work on the econonic
revitalization initiative here in R chnond. And one of
the things that | think has been very inspiring and
exciting about the project is that it's the only
public/private partnership we have actually been working
on where a conpany and a corporation |ike Chevron is
investing mllions of dollars into things |ike
education, |like jobs and econom ¢ docunent beyond the

work that they do as a corporation within a community.
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| think this is a very inportant piece for
their role in building trust in the community. And I
think what's very inportant about this is at a tinme when
a corporation is stepping up and trying to nove forward
and inprove its role within a conmmunity, | think that's
the time to be supportive of them

And so | really encourage you to nove forward
with the nodernization program | think it's a chance
for you to keep a dial ogue open with themon howto
inprove things in Rchnond. And | also think it's a
time for you to see themas a partner and a col |l aborat or
in inmproving the conditions in R chnond currently. So |
encourage you to nove forward with the nodernization
program

Thanks very nuch.

MR. RQOJAS: Jonny Pasco.

MR. PASCO (Good evening. |'m Jonny Pasco,
proud nenber of Local 152 and CIA nenber. ClIAis an
acronymfor Carpenters in Action. |'ma carpenter field
rep.

|'ve worked at Chevron refinery on and off
since 1982 and | was working on the nodernization
project when it was shut down in 2009. There are
hundreds of skilled craftsmen working on this project

al one who spend their hard-earned dollars back into this
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community. |'ve worked in every refinery in the area.
And we al ways refer to Chevron as the Cadillac of
refineries because of their neticul ous safety standards
and concerns for their workers.

| don't know about Chevron the corporation,
but | do know about Chevron the refinery. Chevron has
their first hour devoted -- when we cone in in the
norning to work, they have their first hour devoted just
to safety. Every other day we stretch. How awesone is
t hat ?

| heard peopl e tal king about refineries
spewi ng out deadly gases, poisoning our air. But
everyone drives an autonobile which does the same thing.
Can you put your vehicle aside? Just like a car, you
can't do without it; but you can try to inprove it.

So if you can talk the talk, you better walk
the walk. 1In a perfect world Chevron woul d be spew ng
out daisies and hundred-dollar bills fromtheir stacks.
| say support them-- | say support themand this
proj ect as a shining exanple of what they can offer.
They' ve already talked the talk. Let themwalk their
wal k.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Madam Chair, it's 10:25. Before |

call the next set of speakers, would you like to
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entertain a notion to extend the neeting?

CHAI R LANE: Yeah.

So we're at alnost 10:25. So the guidelines
for the Planning Comm ssion is that we end our neetings
at 10: 30, but we can vote and by a super-nmjority extend
the neeting. So why don't we do that now.

And | woul d nmake the reconmmendation to extend
it to, at a mninmum hearing all renmaining speakers that
are present; and hopefully we can get that done. And
then we can conclude that portion of the neeting.

So with that, let's vote to extend the
neeting. And I'lIl start with Vice-Chair Choi.

VICE-CHAIR CHO :  Aye.

COWM SSI ONER LANGLAO' S: Aye.

COW SSI ONER BUTT:  Aye.

CHAI R LANE: Aye.

COW SSI ONER W LLI'S:  Aye.

COW SSI ONER MARTI NEZ: Al though I'mvery ill,
|"mgoing to say aye. Pardon ny coughs and sneezes.

COUNCI LMEMBER REYES: Aye.

MR RQJAS: Okay. |I'mgoing to go ahead and
call up the next set of speakers. Marcus Mtchell,
Chris Pedroza, Nick Despota, Patricia Byers, Uche
Unahermu, Debi Mazor, Richard Hanway, Todd Lew s, Roger

Lin, N ran Somasundaram and Heat her Lew s.
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Mar cus.

MR. M TCHELL: Good evening, Pl anning
Comm ssion. | knowit's been a |long night.

| have a bunch of notes. |'mnot even going
to press on with it. The gentlenman tal ked about seven
percent of Richnond residents having jobs.

Let ne start fromthe begi nning.

My nane is Marcus Mtchell. | aman officer
of Local 342 Steanfitters out of Concord.

It's a skilled craft to put in pipe and to
build refineries. So, unfortunately, | think out of
1,700 active nenbers, there's like 30 that live -- or 40
-- that live in the city of Richnond that are active.
So that's kind of hard to put everybody to work that
doesn't have a skilled craft.

But |l et this cascade through your m nd.

Fam |y and community safety, enployees and contractor
safety, environnmental safety. Not only will this

proj ect create a safer environnment, but will also bring
| ong-term econonic growth to the Gty of R chnond and
this community. And by the City of R chnond being in
debt about three to four mllion dollars, project
permts would bring enough noney to cover the Gty's
shortfall in a nonth.

Also, it's the trickle-down that's going to
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af fect other businesses. Small businesses, hotels,
rentals, all kinds of things will be affected by this
job, or this EIR, being passed to attentively [sic] give
j obs. So please support this nodernization project and
approve the EIR

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Chris Pedroza.

MR, PEDRQZA: Good eveni ng, Commi ssioners. M
nane is Chris Pedroza. |I'mfield representative wth
the Carpenters Local 152 in Contra Costa. | thank you
for this opportunity to give ne the chance to speak on
t he noderni zation of the Richnond refinery project.

In Contra Costa | represent over 3,600
menbers. And | just want to |l et you know that
Carpenters 152 fully supports Chevron and this project.

Thi s noderni zation project is great for the --
is going to be great for the environnent, great for the
community, and nost of all it's going to put a whole | ot
of people to work. So let's work together. Let's get
this thing approved and vote yes on this EIR

Thank you.

MR RQJAS: N ck Despot a.

MR. DESPOTA: Good evening, Conm ssioners. M
nane is Nick Despota; and | want to begin by thanking

each of you. This is a |long process and your butts nust
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be tired.
The word "noderni zati on" seened |i ke a

m snoner to nme fromthe get-go. There's nothing nodern

about burning fossil fuel. There's just nothing nodern
about it at all. Wat's nodern is wnd, water, and
sol ar .

Last nonth the country of Germany got 72
percent of all its energy fromalternative sources.

But I'ma practical guy and we're talking
about practical things here. And | realize that this
project is going to be certified. And I think, Ckay.
That's the way it's going to go.

But given that, 1'm 65 years old; and two
years ago | becane a grandfather. And with that change
inny life, nmy horizon of concern noved from about 20
years to about 70 or 80 years. Maybe sonme of you have
had a sim | ar experience.

|"mvery concerned about greenhouse gases. |
believe in climate change. | believe it's a reality.
There's an urgency here.

Therefore | urge you to adopt Alternative 11
because it is nuch nore aggressive in bringing real
physi cal reductions of greenhouse gases, greenhouse gas
em ssions fromthe plant, as opposed to reductions based

on pollution credits and allowances. | think that's

155

RE: CHEVRON REFINERY




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN P P PR R R R R R R
g b~ W N PP O © 00 N oo o~ 0w PN -, O

CLARK REPORTING & VIDEO CONFERENCING

156

pretty obvious. | hope you will support that plan.

Thank you.

MR RQJAS: Patricia Byers.

M5. BYERS: M nane is Patricia Byers and |I'm
a resident of Ri chnond.

I"d like to take a page from Kory Judd's book
and ask everybody who is a resident of R chnond to stand
or at | east raise your hand now, please.

And everybody who works in R chnond. Keep
your hand up or keep standing, please, if any of these
apply to you.

| f you hope to live or work in Ri chnond.

And, now, put your hand down if you want a
cl ean, safe environnment, a clean, safe refinery. Wo's
hand is still up? Wo doesn't want clean, safe
refinery? None of us, right? W all support that.

Ch, sorry. I'msorry. You're right I'm-- |
have too narrow a focus. But nobst people who live in
Ri chnond recogni ze that the refinery is here for the
time being. And we want it to be as clean and safe as
possi bl e.

What |1'd say is that the best way to get that
is to support or to endorse and advocate for the
Al ternative 11 as sonmething that will limt

gr eenhouse-gas em ssions locally and then inpose
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conditions for mtigation, funding for alternative
energi es and | ocal job devel opnent, and doi ng everything
you can to help us transition to a future that doesn't

i nvol ve fossil fuels.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Uche Uwahemnu.

CHAIR LANE: And just a reminder: | knowit's
getting late, but if you can keep kind of the
conversations to maybe just a whi sper, because we start
to hear themup here and then they're kind of disruptive
to the speaker. Thank you.

MR. LIN. Good evening, Conmm ssioners. Roger
Lin, attorney with Comrunities for a Better Environnent.

It goes wi thout saying that you have a big
task ahead of you tonorrow night. But you're also
confronted with a choice that's sinple. The community
has concerns. These concerns can be net by adopting the
community's proposed conditions. There are four of
t hem

First, a community climate justice fund.
Chevron nust actually commt to community-based
mtigation and not export our jobs and health with a
purchase of cap-and-trade and ot her market neasures. W
need sonmething that, first, works and, second, |asts as

| ong as the project wll.
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Second, meke Chevron conmply with its air
permt with the best nonitoring available. This one is
a sinple matter of public health.

Third, safety mtigation. Replace pipes
wherever |lower-quality oil feed-stock wll be refined,
which is everywhere in the refinery, not just where the
| ast acci dent happened. Making inprovenents only around
the crude unit. |Is the crude unit the only area where

corrosi on happens?

Finally -- oh -- and no nore cl anps or
pat chi ng.

Finally, fourth, accountability. Chevron is
currently on crimnal probation. It also appeal ed

wi |l ful and serious Cal -OSHA violations. The conpany
has a poor track record of conpliance. And we need a
condition to guarantee the conpany wll follow whichever
conditions are in the CUP.

Let's not wait for the next accident or next
energency-roomvisit. You're presented with this
project; and it has problens. And, sorry to say, folks,
but the EIR has a | ot of problens too. However, these
four conditions can go a long way to solving those
pr obl ens.

The AGs Alternative 11 is |ess bad. But

first we have to have these four conditions. Adopting
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t hese four conditions would give us all a project that
we can live with safely. And isn't that all what we
want ?

And, finally, | would like -- respectfully
request the Conm ssion to request --

MR, RQJAS: That's your tine.

MR LIN -- fromthe consultants a copy of the

findings for Alternative 11. | just requested it and
was told that only the Conm ssion can --

MR RQJAS: Thank you, M. Lin.

MR LIN -- request it. Yay transparency.
So pl ease make that request.

MR. RQJAS: Last call for Uche Uwahemu. Are
you Uche?

Debi Mazor, Richard Hanway.

Debi, are you comng up to the podi unf

M5. MAZOR:  Good eveni ng, Comm ssioners and
t hank you for your patience.

| lived in R chnond for 30 years | practiced
| aw here for a while.

And | think it's a sad fact of history that
112 years ago a conpany established itself on the
beauti ful banks of the Bay and at a tine when the
popul ation, | inmagine, of Ri chnond was probably | ess

than a t housand peopl e.
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It is also a sad fact of history that that
conpany has stayed in that |ocation despite all of the
probl ens that the communities around us have had over
112 years. But nore recently, since we |earned about
toxi ns and pollutants, we have discovered that the harm
that this conpany has done is far greater than we had
i magi ned.

| just want to ask you, you need to listen to
t he people who have talked with translators. Wth great
courage they' ve cone before you. And they want you to
defend them They want you to think about them And
you have to because you are David and Chevron is
Goliath. And even though you're just a Pl anning
Conm ssion of citizens, you have a | ot of power today.
And you don't have to pander to an organi zation that
makes $58 million a day that can well afford to spend
billions of dollars to upgrade this refinery, presum ng
it's going to continue to be here for another 112
years --

MR, RQJAS. That's your tine.

M5. MAZOR: Thank you.

MR. RQJAS.: Richard Hanway, Todd Lew s, N ran
Somasundar an.

MR, SOVASUNDARAN:. Good evening. M nane is

Ni ran Somasundar an. I"'mwith Communities for a Better
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Envi ronnent .

Look, nodernizing an outdated refinery, that's
a great thing. Creating jobs for this comunity, that's
a great thing. Seeing Chevron take prelimnary steps
towards mtigating their disproportionate em ssion of
greenhouse gases in the Bay Area, that's a really good
thing. These are all good things.

But | ooking at the conditions of this project,
it's obvious that Chevron can do better. And it's even
nore obvious that this comunity deserves better.

That's why we're asking the Cty to include
further conditions on this project. Wy not establish a
stronger comunity climte justice fund so we can
actual ly inplenent |ocal greenhouse-gas mtigation
efforts?

You know, the current mtigation through
cap-and-trade all owances, that's all right; but why not
enhance it with stronger limts and stronger nonitoring
on the emissions fromthe fluid catal ytic cracking pl ant
so we can have actual |ocal em ssion reductions?

And while it's great to replace sone of the
outdated equipnent in a small part of the facility, why
not expand that and have stronger safety standards by
repl aci ng nore outdated equi pnent and creating even nore

jobs for the conmunity?
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So, yeah, let's nodernize this refinery, but
let's do it in a way that ensures the safest, the nost
equi tabl e, and the | east environnental ly destructive
refinery possible.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Heather Lew s.

And she is going to be followed by the next
ten speakers: Rebecca Auerbach, Bruce Kapl an, Raynond
Landry, D ane Bailey, Jam e Cousey, Ali Brooks, Zane
Handousch, Khae Saecha, | think, and Charles Finley.

M5. LEWS: Good evening. M nane is Heather
Lewis; and I'"man attorney with Conmunities for a Better
Envi r onment .

| wanted to nake few conmments on the | ocal air
pollution inpacts of this EIR  This EIR proposes
off-site mtigation for both greenhouse gas and criteria
air pollutant em ssions through the use of regional
of fset prograns by purchasi ng cap-and-trade for
greenhouse-gas em ssions and by retiring em ssion
reduction credits, or ERCs, for criteria air pollutants.

So ERCs represent emn ssion reductions that
have happened in the past; and they represent the
potential to emt in the future. Consequently, the
retirement of an ERC has no effect on actual em ssions

in the air but nerely reduces the anmount that Chevron
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m ght be permtted to emt at sone tinme in the future.

The EIR proposes to mtigate the |ocalized
health and air quality inpacts of criteria air
pollutants by retiring ERCs. This is conpletely
nonsensi cal and will have no beneficial inpact on the
actual air pollution emtted in Richnmond. In fact,
retiring ERCs reduces Chevron's em ssions on paper while
all ow ng actual em ssions fromthe refinery to increase.

Thi s Comm ssi on should not allow Chevron to
trade away significant air quality inpacts while
creating a toxic hot spot here in Richnond. The
conditions outlined in the comment |letter submtted by
Communi ties for a Better Environment ensure that
em ssions are mtigated locally and that air quality and
environnental health in Richnond is inproved rather than
degraded, as Chevron proposes.

| urge this Comm ssion to adopt those
conditions for the health and safety of the people who
live and work in the city of R chnond.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Rebecca Auerbach.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |'m a Ri chnond resi dent
and | am here in support of Alternative 11.

This EIR clearly tells us that Chevron's

proposal will make THE Ri chnond refinery itself nore

163

RE: CHEVRON REFINERY




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN P P PR R R R R R R
g b~ W N PP O © 00 N oo o~ 0w PN -, O

CLARK REPORTING & VIDEO CONFERENCING

toxic, putting out nore greenhouse gases and nore
poi sons IN Ri chnond's air. Then chevron makes the
nunbers | ook good by inproving other areas that they can
and shoul d be fixing anyhow.

They're going to put in energy-efficient
i ghtbul bs. | put energy-efficient lightbulbs in ny
house. Does that nmean now | can go dunp toxic waste in
ny nei ghbor's yard? How about doing the right thing
without claimng it has perm ssion to do just as many
wrong t hi ngs?

Sone of these mitigations aren't even things
Chevron will do itself. They want us to go plant trees
to make our air a little better while they continue to
make our air worse.

| was Ri chnond Proud before Chevron put it on
a shiny billboard. | spend a lot of tinme telling people
what a great community this is and how nuch | | ove
living in Richnrond. But how can | be proud if | have to
go tell all those people in OGakl and and Berkeley --
everywhere that you say shouldn't care about this issue
but that is breathing our air. |If |I have to go tel
themthat ny town is increasing greenhouse gases and
sendi ng new pol |l ution out across the entire Bay Area,
this proposal would nmake us Ri chnond Shaned.

MR, RQJAS:. Bruce Kapl an.
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Raynond Landry.

MR, LANDRY: Raynond Landry, 48-year Ri chnond
resi dent, by vocation a pastor. | work in a pastoral
church here. [|'ma nenber of Local 324, worked as a
| aborer and worked sonetinme in Chevron as a | aborer.

|"m here because |"'ma little disturbed and
concerned about the politics around this issue. W
under stand Chevron have had sone problens in our
communi ty, but we should give -- when sonebody is trying
to do better, | don't think we should kick himwhen they
are down.

You know, | have a degree in urban studies
from San Francisco State University. And | realize that
a |l ot of people on the panel are appointed by the Myor.
And | get a little concerned when | see one of the
gentl enen on the panel on the back that has the Chevron
pi cture about if you're doing all these bad things and
then in the mddle you got this man's picture right here
in this paper on the panel. | don't think Chevron can
even get a fair shake fromthis panel, because you have
peopl e on there who believe this in their heart.

And they will never approve this project
because they all in this paper. They all in this paper.
Al'l in this paper.

And they will never get a good shake.
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But | pray that at sone point sonebody woul d
have the sense to approve a good project. But if you
really know what the EIR say, the executive summary you
can read for yourself is in the public library. It wll
break down for you all that convoluted --

MR. RQJAS: Thank you, M. Landry.

MR. LANDRY: Thank you

MS. BAILEY: Good evening, Comm ssioners. M
nane's Diane Bailey. |I'ma senior scientist with the
Nat ural Resources Defense Council .

Good j obs and clean air, these go hand in hand
together. And | think that can't be said enough. You
can't sacrifice one for the other.

NRDC strongly supports the reconmendati ons for
conditions of approval put forward by Communities for a
Better Environnment and the Ri chnond Environnent al
Justice Coalition. And we believe this project cannot
nove forward wi thout these mtigations and conditions.

And | want to note the sanme for Ethan Buckner
of ForestEthics. He had to | eave earlier and he asked
me to note that.

Let nme focus a few comments on particul ate
matter and excess PM em ssions from Chevron, in
particular the catalytic cracking unit. This has cone

to our attention fromthe good work that CBE has done.
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And particulate matter is deadly. It kills people.
Dozens and dozens of studies have shown this. There was
one study | wanted to point out, an MT study rel eased
| ast year |ooking at over 5,000 cities and found that PM
| evel s were highest and nortality rates from PM
pol lution were highest in a city in Louisiana because of
the refineries. And so we wonder how many people die in
Ri chnond because of refinery pollution. Can anyone
answer that? And can we allow this project to nove
forward before the excess PMem ssions fromthe
catalytic cracker are reduced and addressed properly?

They' re hidi ng behi nd excuses about nonitoring
techni ques and all sorts of nuances of their permt. W
ask you to investigate. Talk to experts at U S. EPA
W' ve contacted experts at U S. EPA and they've told us
that there are very robust nethod to neasure fine PM and
that they need to be used. And Chevron has no excuse.
They need to address this problem And if the Air
District won't hold themto it, we hope that the Gty of
Ri chnond will.

MR, RQJAS: That's your tine.

MS. BAI LEY: You have a gol den opportunity

3

RQJAS: Thank you.

3

BAILEY: -- to do the right thing. Please
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adopt these conditions.

Thank you.

MR RQJAS: Jam e Cousey.

MR COUSEY: [|I'mJame Cousey. |'ve been in
Ri chnond all ny life, for 47 years. |I'ma qualified
resident to work at Chevron. And | approve of the
program

|'ve been a security guard for 20 years. |
didn't work for M. Roberto right there, though, at
Ri chnond Hi gh

And with the Chevron being approved, | not
only do better for nyself, but | do better for ny
children and give thema better life to live and a | ot
of nore promses |I'll be able to keep with the Chevron
proj ect bei ng approved.

And I'd li ke to also say | appreciate for
Ri chnond for paying ny dues to get ne back in the union,
because without them | wouldn't be in the union. | had
no noney to get in the union. Al | was nmaking was $9
an hour being a security guard and taking care of eight
children. It's tough. |It's real tough.

So we can tal k what we want to talk, but we
can only wal k what we can wal k.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Ali Brooks, Zane Handousch, Khae
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Saechau. M ght be Saechau Khae. |1'msorry.
MR KHAE: |I'ma Richnond resident. M nane
is Saechau Khae. And | just want to say thank you for

giving us the tine to speak. For Richnond, thank you
for your support. Chevron, sponsorship. Turner G oup
Construction. Turner G oup Construction, yeah. They
sponsored ne too.

And | just hope that this goes through.
That's all | got to say.

MR RQJAS: Charles Finley. He's going to be
foll owed by Richard Freeman, Cifford Foster, Mari Rose
Taruc, Robert Bishop, Richard Page, Kayo Saechao,

M chael Leedie, Iliana Sal azar-Dodge, Jeanne Courts,
Debor ah Bayer, and Randy Thomas.

MR FINLEY: H . [I'mCharles Finley and |
just wanted to say thank you for Chevron for sponsoring
me and hel ping ne better nyself. | went through the
Ri chnond Build program and For Ri chnond sponsored ne so
that | could work for Turner G oup Construction now. So
| just wanted to say thank you to Chevron. All right.

MR. RQJAS: Richard Freeman, difford Foster.

MR FOSTER How y'all doing today? M nane
is Clifford Foster. |'ma R chnond resident. |'ve been
here for only two years.

And since |I've been here |I've gotten a great
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opportunity to be in the Local 324 right here in
Ri chnmond. | got that way by working hard, going through
cl asses; and even with all that, | still didn't get al
the things that | needed. And Chevron cane in and
hel ped ne with all of that. They helped ne fromny
boots down to the equipnent that | needed to go to work
and keep a job. And with that they gave ne the
opportunity to feel confident. | walk down the streets
of Richnond proud to be here. And |I'mnot even from
here, but I'mproud to be here. And w thout them!|
woul dn't be here. | can support ny famly and anybody
t hat needs ny hel p.

And so you should do this nodernization
proj ect because it'll help other people just like ne. |
wasn't al ways the best person, wasn't always the
fastest, wasn't always the person to just do the right
thing. But when they gave ne that opportunity, | took
it. | ran with it. And you can help sonebody else with
t hat same exact thing.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Mari Rose Taruc, Robert Bi shop,
Ri chard Page.

MR PAGE: I'mR chard Page. | work a mle up
toward Chevron off Cutting. | live a half mle up

Cutting the other way.
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My sweetie doesn't breathe too well at night
some nights, when the window s open. But | don't use
any less gas. | don't drive one mle less. |I'm
conplicit in this.

| thank you for neking ny gas, you and your
team It's honest work.

| thank you, council people, for giving your
lives to help us all, to work for the commopn good; and
you, staff people, who give your |lives for the comobn
good; the police, the fire people.

Al eksandr Sol zhenitysn wasn't all owed to speak
for -- against the policies of his country. They put
himin the gulag. And while there he canme up with -- |
can only paraphrase -- it would be easy to find an eneny
to separate good frombad and to just elimnate the bad;
but our own hearts have good and bad in them and we
don't want to cut out our own heart.

| heard John G oia this norning say he's in
favor of Angela [sic] Harris's Option 11; and he's a
very bright man. Wth AB 32, we won't inplenent what we
need to wth it, but it's a start.

Thank you for your tine.

MR, RQJAS: Koye Seng Saechao, M chael Leedi e.

MR. LEEDIE: Good evening. M nane is M ke

Leedie. [|I'ma 35-year resident of R chnond. That's
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nunber one for those of you who think that people are
from outside community that are concerned about these
I ssues.

Nunmber two, |I'ma former CWA nmenber and a
former teanster. Also, | was CBE s first environnental
justice director and I also was a nenber of the West
County Toxics Board.

| request that you adopt the recommendations
put forth by CBE, RPA, and the Environnmental Justice
Coalition, Alternative 11

Let's fix all the pipes in the refinery. |
heard a | ot of enployees tal king about how they're very
concerned about safety. | know they are, because they
want to get home to their famlies. But you can't
resolve safety issues if your equipnent is faulty. So
no matter how hard you try as a human, there's nothing
you can do if the pipes are faulty. So |I'm asking
Chevron to spend the noney to take care of help provide
safety in our community. Also, to help us fund a future
that's going the make a difference.

| heard sonebody sayi ng sonet hi ng about
driving here. | didn't drive here. | took ny bicycle.
But you know what? | couldn't find a place to hook ny
bi ke up to safely. So that tells you somethi ng about

the infrastructure we're dealing wth.
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This is nore than just an issue of safety at
this particular tine. One issue that canme up -- | know
| got 30 seconds -- 1'd like to see an enforcenent of
t he best avail able technol ogy for these condensabl e
air -- the particulate nmatter as the regul ati ons becone
nore available. And we have to find a way where the
community has a way to verify the changes in these
condi tions and new regul ations as they cone forth so
that the community has involvenent in verifying that
those issues are addressed in a way that we can live
with them

And that's all. | just ask that Chevron help
partner us into a new way of living, of cleaner jobs.
That means nore jobs not just for --

MR RQJAS: That's your tine. Thank you.

MR LEEDI E -- for all of THE people, including
t he uni on people that are here.

MR, RQJAS. Iliana Sal azar-Dodge, Jeanne
Kortz.

MR, BROCKS: You called ny nane earlier, but |
was in the restroom Ali Brooks.

MR. RQJAS: Go ahead, sir.

MR BROCKS: Well, I"mhere to speak on behal f
of nyself, my conmmunity, and For Richnond. For Ri chnond

is a great program and it's hel ping people get into the
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construction trades and get into the refinery also. And
so |l look at it as a good opportunity for nmy comunity
and younger people that don't have no avenues or don't
know how to go about getting things and getting things
done or situations. They can help themalso get their
|life together, get it in the construction program and
al so be a part of the project that Chevron is trying to
put toget her.

And so if you guys was to believe in this
project | think that it would help the comunity a | ot,
whi ch nmeans nmay drop crinme, may see | ess people on the
streets, you see nore fam lies being nore together
because you have people being able to support their
famly that's living in the comunity. And | truly
support this programand | hope that you do too.

MR. RQJAS: One nore tinme for Jeanne Kortz,
Debor ah Bayer, Randy Thomas.

M5. BAYER. Hi. |I'm Deborah Bayer and 1'd |ike
to yield my tine to Maria Sahagun. [|s that okay?

M5. SAHAGUN: My nane is Maria Sahagun. And
|'"ma registered nurse at Doctors Medical Center.

In a couple of nonths West County, which

represents 250,000 people, will be losing the only
comrunity that provides critical-care services. |In 2012
we took care of -- Doctors Medical Center took care of
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12,000 of the 15,000 people that canme seeking
respiratory -- nedical services due to their respiratory
ai | ments.

Wthin Contra Costa as a whole, the whole
county, West County has the highest health disparities
above all. W have the highest cancers within the whole
county. Peopl e diagnosed with cardiac or diabetes wll
nore likely die of those di agnoses because of poverty
and | ack of healthcare. Qur children are nostly to be
hospitalized due to asthma. And we have the chubbi est
kids in the whole county as wel|.

Not only that, 75 percent of violent crines
and hom ci des happen in West County.

So if we |ose Doctors Medical Center, we |ose
the only cardiac-care hospital that provides services
for people suffering fromheart attacks between the
cities of Vallejo and Cakland. W | ose stroke care and
we | ose services for those people that the need to be
stabilized due to trauma, car accidents, anything. W
have the heli-pad there. W do everything. W service
up to 45,000 people a year.

' m aski ng you, Chevron, to be our hero.
don't care if the hospital says "Chevron Hospital" --

MR. RQJAS: Thank you, Maria.

M5. SAHAGUN. -- please cone and save us. This
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wi |l help 250,000 --

MR. RQJAS: That's 15 seconds over your tine.
Thank you. Thank you, ma'am

Randy Thonas.

All right. And we're going to call up the
next ten. Sean Hreha, Rosa Lara, Dara Il| owsky, Chase
Stone, Torm Nonpraseurt, Kyle Parson, Quincy D. Harris,
Davi d Gesinger, Susan Druding, and Ann Puntch.

Sean. Rosa.

M5. LARA: (Good evening. M nane is Rosa Lara

and I'ma Richnond resident. | was born and raised in
Ri chnmond. 1've lived here ny whole life -- to be exact,
28 years. I'malso the president of the 23rd Street

Mer chants Associ ati on.

"' mhere today wanting to tell you guys to
process the noderni zation project. This is very
i nportant.

I"'ma nother. | have a ten-year-old son; and
his health is everything for ne.

Thi nki ng and hearing all these people talking
about how inportant it is and the seven percent of the
j obs, yeah, it's seven percent of jobs, or even nore, or
| ess. But one fact it is is that that seven percent
will take a nmeal honme and will put their kids through

college. That's very inportant.
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But that tinme not as inportant as howis it a
conflict of interest to have four Pl anning
Comm ssioners, if not nore, protesting agai nst Chevron?
No one has brought this up. There's a picture all over
Facebook, nedias, tweets. There's evidence. Howis
this project going to nove forward if four Comm ssioners

prot est agai nst Chevron? Shouldn't it be a conflict of

interest?

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Dara Illowsky, Chase Stone?

Torm

MR, NOVPRASEURT: Good evening. M nane is
Torm Nonpraseurt. | live here in R chnond here al npst
40 year.

Let ne straight the record. The sane this
roomand there is a Planning Conm ssion sit up there.
They were not sane face. |It's a due process. Chevron
do the sane thing they do tonight. The community had
the sane thing reply tonight. So we lost. The
community lost. The Comm ssion approved. The city
Counci | approve it.

We took themto the court. And we wn.
Because of what? Because Chevron are not supposed --
didn't do what they supposed to do.

And now t hey cone back. This is second
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application. So we go through sane thing.

Don't talk about job. Don't tal k about
hel ping the comunity. W are tal king about due
process. They have a right to due process. W have a
right to our due process. W have a right to speak
because it inpacts us. Chevron pollution is inpact our
comruni ty, our health.

| go to funeral service al nost every week.
Soneone die of the cancer. Don't talk about your
Christmas gift, Thanksgi ving di nner when we're talking
about funeral service. Wiich one's nore expensive?
Your famly, one of your fam |y somehow sonewhere pass
away. You know how suffering it is.

We are ask Chevron to do the right thing to
do. Do the sane. Do it clean. And they said yes. And
then it happened again. Two years ago sent 15,000 to
hospi tal .

Now, you said don't talk about health. Don't
tal k about the safety. Wen it happen, we have to.
It's not like | want to conme up here stand here unti
el even o' clock to speak. |If you don't have any problem
of course. \Wen you have a problem --

MR, RQJAS: Thank you, Torm

MR, NOWPRASEURT: -- we all have a right to

speak up. Chevron have the sane thing. W have sane
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thing. Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Kyle Parson, Quincy Harris, David
CGesi nger.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Hi. If you guys fee
that the EIR neets the mninmumrequirenents of the |aw,
pl ease feel free to certify it.

|'d like to tal k about the conditions.

Chevron -- right now, the R chnond Chevron refinery is
t he nunber-one greenhouse-gas emtter -- industrial
greenhouse-gas emtter in the state. 1'd like to see a

condition put on the construction that takes that fine
di stinction away fromthem

And I'd also like to see a condition put on
t he constructi on and mai ntenance of the facility that
requires that if they exceed the baseline threshold,
they pay a fine equivalent to a day's profits? That
woul d actually be incentive for themto follow the | aw,
because as we know they have a little trouble with that.

We here have heard a | ot about jobs. W've
heard a | ot about the commnity. If we help Chevron to
becone a worl d | eader in em ssions reduction, that is
going to create nore jobs than rubber-stanpi ng any
project that neets the bare m ninum | egal requirenents.
Let's set a baseline that takes away Chevron's

di stinction of being the nunber-one greenhouse-gas
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emtter in the state and let's set a condition that
conti nuously drops that baseline year after year so we
can help themthrough i nplenentation of the |atest and
greatest technology to be a Ri chnond Proud industry.

Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Susan Drudi ng.

M5. DRUDING H . M nane is Susan Druding.
| live in Rchnrond. | own a honme in R chnond. | also
own an acre of property with a building on it where we
noved our business on 23rd Street thirteen years ago. |
al so used to teach at the Richnond Arts center. | am
one of the people who is here, contrary to -- | don't
know where this circulation cane that all of us who are
worried about what's going on with Chevron and Ri chnond
have conme from Berkel ey or San Francisco or sonet hing.
So | want to establish that.

| really support -- and | had not heard them
until tonight -- the CBE four suggestions. | think
they're very inportant to be added and mai ntai ned under
the EIR, which sounds to be a good one, especially with
the addition by the Attorney General.

| have a couple of just points that | nade
while we were listening. First of all, | live where |
| ook down on the pier with the boats. And the idea that

one tugboat and two oil ships are going to be nade
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better is a joke. | sit there and watch the boats cone
in and out all day long, and the tugboats. And that is
a teeny percentage of what's comng in there. | wasn't
happy to see that right where I live is the higher --
has a hi gher pollution area.

Anot her thing | heard tonight is -- | know the
buil ding trades are really happy about this, but |I heard
that the unit for hydrogen is going to be nonuni on and
the steel workers are not going to be able to work under
contract and have a union contract ongoing after it's
built. | don't knowif that's true, but | talked to a
uni on person who i s concer ned.

So the building trades are happy they're going
to get to build it. But after it's done, who's going to
run that unit? And will they be unionized under
col l ective bargaining? And fromwhat | heard, they wll
not. And I think that's sonething that needs to be
brought up with Chevron by the unions. And |I'mglad the
bui I ding trades are happy, but they need to | ook after
t he steel workers.

|"ma former union nenber of AFSCME. | was
one of the people that started the union at UC that
first unionized white-collar workers.

MR. RQJAS: Thank you. That is your tine.

M5. DRUDI NG  Thanks.
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MR, RQJAS: Ann Puntch, Nancy Ri ser, Tom
wal | er.

Nancy.

M5. RISER. Nancy Ri ser.

You know, while Chevron upgrades sone of its
pi pes as it doubles down on the discounted tar sands and
expl osi ve Bakken crude, it's not replacing
infrastructure el sewhere in the refinery. Divestnent in
fossil fuels is one of the biggest activities on Wll
Street and an aging 100-year-old refinery is not
replacing nost of its crunbling pipes that are held
together with clanps. | think the witing on the wal
i s suggesting that our aging refineries are going to be
decommi ssi oned sooner than we think. The Gty of
Ri chnond has the opportunity to get ahead of the curve
and actually inplenent transitional energy plans before
the refinery gets deconm ssi oned.

| fully support CBE s climate-justice
conditions in their July 3rd letter. These are neasures
that could mtigate the project's negative inpacts and
be a part of a community-controll ed clean-energy job
programthat could inplement energy conservation
prograns, devel op sol ar energy, and energy-storage
systens, build in electric-vehicle infrastructure, and

devel op energy efficient public transport. Those
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measures outlined in CBE s proposal are not only
visionary, but they're practical. They enbrace the
future and mtigate harnful effects of the refinery
operations from day one.

To be sure, it will be poetic justice that
Chevron pays for those prograns, but truly from now on
shouldn't it be the cost of doing business in our
comuni ti es?

MR. RQJAS: Tom Wal |l er, Pal oma Pavel .

MS. PAVEL: Good evening. |'m Pal oma Pavel .
And I'"ma visiting professor at UC Davis. | live a mle
up the road on the El Cerrito/ R chnond border. 1'malso
presi dent of Earth House Center.

And | want to thank you for this process and
t hank everyone who's spoken here tonight. And |I'm
really noved by the sense of a kind of drive for life
here that the people wanting jobs, wanting to inprove
our City and our region.

| want to speak on behalf of the inportance of
hol di ng actions to inprove the plant that are needed and
we see that that's necessary. | drive a car. |'mnot
yet car-free. But it's true that divestnment in fossi
fuels is the new direction and we don't have a nodern
pl ant ideal here. W have a filling a gap between the

new era that we're heading towards, which is really
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renewabl es and a way of working with clean energy.

And | think we do have an inportant
opportunity here to adopt the CBE suggestions. Kanala
Harris has hel ped us in making a good bridgi ng strategy
here. W want jobs, but we also want a cl ean
envi ronnent, a good environnent. We want health in our
communities. W want a hospital that works. And we
have the possibility of at this nmonent, this
hi gh-1 everage nonent of asking for nore and dream ng
bi gger than what we're getting.

Thank you for this opportunity. | support the
CBE recommendati on and that we join together to see that
we can have health and jobs and nore jobs -- better
jobs. Thank you.

MR. RQJAS: Sins Thonpson. Dennis Dalton.

MR DALTON:. My nane's Dennis Dalton. |I'ma
Ri chnond resident. 1've lived here 25, 30 years.
started off ny career at Safeway Stores in R chnond.
was a shop steward there, driver. And | led a strike
there that |lasted five nonths. W all came back to work
except for a few unfortunate people who the conpany
claimed destroyed property or sonething. And so that's
my credentials.

| have to nake an observation. |[|'ve been

sitting in the back and |I've been watching a |l ot of the
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white-shirt people. And | nust say they're a good bunch
of people. They cl apped even when the opposition spoke.
They clapped. And | had a good feeling about them And
| think they're really fair.

But ny feeling about this is we've reached a
| evel where Kamala Harris said, Ckay. |It's been in the
papers. W accept the final revision, whatever the
revision is, that the board up there nust know what the
revisionis. | don't know who put it together. But
we're al nost there. She approved it.

My question is, Wiere is Chevron? |'m| ook at
their executives here. You' re bosses. Wy they aren't
in consultation with these guys up there and the
Ri chnond City Council about how we can have a
conpron se, how we can | essen sone of the funmes com ng
out of the proposed stack there? Wiy won't they reduce
it alittle bit and get the thing going? And if they
don't -- if they don't agree, what's going to happen is
it going to be challenged in court and all these union
menbers won't have a job for a whol e year

So |'m saying they should talk to Chevron
bosses and have themtalk to them They can conprom se
and | ower the --

MR. RQJAS: That's your tine. Thank you.

Claudia Ctroen. And she will be our | ast

185

RE: CHEVRON REFINERY




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N

N NN N NN P P PR R R R R R R
g b~ W N PP O © 00 N oo o~ 0w PN -, O

CLARK REPORTING & VIDEO CONFERENCING

speaker.

M5. CI TROEN: C audia G troen.

First of all, it's good to see you still smle
and still pay attention as well. You' re phenonenal .

Legal | anguage. You obviously got Kamal a
Harris on. And | think the points which were raised
here are inmportant. | suggest that you do what
governnment does. You take the reconmendation, but you
earmark it with an addendum and require that the
addendum covers the issues which were raised, which is
sinple things like electricity. Seens sinple.

The piping. Let's have a 20-year plan. Let's
have a 30-year plan. Let Chevron cone up within a very
specific time frame how they plan to address it.

Chem cals. Apparently -- you know, we |earn
nmore on how chemi cals are being neasured in the air.
Let's conme up with an addendum that covers that, if
technol ogy gets refined, |ike Google cones up with a
bal |l oon that can hang in the air when we know t hat
Chevron releases it.

Last thing. Let's debunk one nyth about
asthma. | went to a specialist. And he told ne | don't
have asthma, but | have residual synptons of acid burns.
| require that Chevron sends nme two nore flyers -- one

that does a -- gives ne actually another nice pie chart
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with -- just give nme a pie chart which gives ne the
pounds, the granms, of the chem cals which apparently
m ght be rel eased, since you question the 500 percent
and the percentage. So give ne the neasurenents. Gve
me a chart.

| require that Chevron does a
medi cal - educati on piece that hel ps peopl e understand
what asthma is and what acid burns are, what scar tissue
in the lungs are --

MR RQJAS: Thank you, d audi a.

CHAIR LANE: Okay. So that was our | ast
publ i c speaker.

So first I want to thank all those who
provi ded public coments tonight. Mst of the fol ks are
gone, which | don't blane them [It's been a |ong night.
But, again, | just want to thank everyone just for being
respectful of folks' views whether you agreed or not.
It's always great to have a forumwhere the public can
feel free to speak and share their ideas and thoughts.

So with that, we're at the tinme where we can
have two-m nute rebuttals both fromthe applicant, which
is Chevron, as well as | believe it would be the
Ri chnond Environnental Justice Coalition.

So | see Chevron is still here. Do we have

fol ks representing -- okay.
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So let's have those two-m nute rebuttals. And
then nmy recommendation is after that that we'll just
continue the rest of the neeting. A big part of tonight
is that -- | didn't even think we'd get through the
public speakers. So we did that. And then the rest
woul d be for the Conm ssioners to ask questions -- there
coul d be Chevron, the other side, as well as staff and
consultants who provided the recomendations. So |
think tonorrow we can just dedicate that tinme to that
and then deliberate and di scussion of the Conmm ssion.

So with that, let's have the applicant. You
have two m nutes.

MR. RQJIAS: Jeff Hartw g.

MR. HARTWG W appreciate the Planning
Comm ssion's patience this evening. It's been an
interesting evening with lots of great comentary.

Moderni zation is a great project. W think
it'll bring significant environnmental safety and
econonmi c benefits to the Gty of Richnond. WII be
hel pful for our refinery. W think that that project
will neet the gold standard that's been set in the EIR

We appreciate the thoughtful process that's
gone on this evening. And the project before you
toni ght is an exanple of what can be achi eved when the

City and Chevron and community work together to achieve
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our common goal s.

We believe the tinme for nodernization is now.
| urge the Planning Comm ssion to reject the additional
condi ti ons proposed by opponents and pass the project
that staff has recommended and proposed this evening.

Thank you.

MR. LIN.  Thanks for your tine, Conm ssioners.

First, we want to request -- reiterate our
request for the findings for Alternative 11,
transparency. W need to see these findings.

And as proposed -- just going back to our
condi ti ons, as proposed, nobst of the greenhouse-gas
em ssions are going to be mtigated by -- 99 percent of
them actually are going to be mtigated by
cap-and-trade. The state has direct greenhouse goals to
get to 80 percent below 1990 |evels by 2050. You can't
get there with cap-and-trade. Approving this project
wi thout mitigation would push California backwards.

About the particulate natter, diesel
particulate natter, yes, it's bad. But don't forget
about fine and ultra-fine particulate matter. The Ar
District and NRDC toni ght noted, yes, it causes death.
Don't forget about that one. Don't let them side-track
you with diesel particulate natter.

And they say it's okay because of nonitoring.
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But, remenber, this is CEQA. CEQA carries is there a
significant inpact using best nonitoring? That's why we
need the cl ean-air-proposed condition.

For safety hazards now, it's well known that
corrosion is not isolated to the crude unit. So why
isolate the mtigation to the crude unit?

Finally, for verification, that goes w thout
saying. Their track record is not that great. W need
sonething to enforce these conditions.

Ch, and one nore point so there's no confusion
about Alternative 11. It is |less bad. But what we
really need are these four conmunity conditions first,
because Alternative 11 still has gaps. These conditions
fill in those gaps.

Thanks for your tine.

COWM SSI ONER LANGLAO' S: Chair Lane. Could |
just ask if we could find out when we w |l have access
to the findings for Alternative 11

CHAI R LANE: Sure.

M5. HERNANDEZ: Yes, Conm ssioner Langl ois.
If your request is that we prepare such findings, we are
anticipating that request and will have them avail abl e
t onorr ow.

COW SSI ONER LANGLA' S: Yes, pl ease.

M5. HERNANDEZ: Absol utely.
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CHAIR LANE: So with that request, that's been
nmet by staff.

So that's going to conclude our neeting for
tonight. Qur neeting is already schedul ed for tonorrow,
which is July 10, 2014, at 5:30 p.m here in the
Ri chnmond Auditorium right? So with that, the
neeting --

Do we need to -- I"'msorry. Were we're.
Yeah, Kennedy H gh School .

So with that, we'll see you tonorrow.

COW SSI ONER MARTI NEZ: At what tine?

CHAI R LANE: Five-thirty.

[ The hearing ended at 11:24 p.m]
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

I, FREDDI E REPPOND, a duly authorized Shorthand
Reporter and |icensed Notary Public, do hereby certify
that on the date indicated herein that the above
proceedi ngs were taken down by nme in stenotype and
thereafter transcribed into typewiting and that this
transcript is a true record of the said proceedings.

I N WTNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto set ny hand on
this 17th day of July, 2014.

FREDDI E REPPOND
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