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RICHMOND, CALIFORNIA, September 8, 2020  

The Richmond City Council Special Evening Open Session 
was called to order at 4:09 p.m. by Mayor Thomas K. Butt via 
teleconference. 

 
Due to the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, Contra 

Costa County and Governor Gavin Newsom issued multiple orders 
requiring sheltering in place, social distancing, and reduction of 
person-to-person contact.  Accordingly, Governor Gavin Newsom 
issued executive orders that allowed cities to hold public meetings 
via teleconferencing (Executive Order N-29-20).   

 
DUE TO THE SHELTER IN PLACE ORDERS, attendance 

at the City of Richmond City Council meeting was limited to 
Councilmembers, essential City of Richmond staff, and members of 
the news media.  Public comment was confined to items appearing 
on the agenda and was limited to the methods provided below. 
Consistent with Executive Order N-29-20, this meeting utilized 
teleconferencing only.  The following provides information on how 
the public participated in the meeting. 

 
The public was able to view the meeting from home on KCRT 

Comcast Channel 28 or AT&T Uverse Channel 99 and live 
streaming online at http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/3178/KCRT-Live. 

 
 Written public comments were received via email to 

cityclerkdept@ci.richmond.ca.us.  Comments received by 
1:00 p.m. on September 8, 2020, were summarized at the meeting, 
put into the record, and considered before Council action.  
Comments received via email after 1:00 p.m. and up until the 
public comment period on the relevant agenda item closed, were 
put into the record.  Public comments were also received via 
teleconference during the meeting. Attached herewith all written 
public comments received. 

ROLL CALL  
 

 Present:  Councilmembers Ben Choi, Demnlus Johnson 
III, Vice Mayor Nathaniel Bates, and Mayor Thomas K. Butt.  
Absent:  Councilmembers Eduardo Martinez and Melvin Willis 
arrived after the Open Session adjourned to Closed Session.  
Councilmember Jael Myrick was absent for the entire Open and 
Closed Sessions. 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
The city clerk announced that the purpose of the Open 

Session was for the City Council to hear public comments on the 
following items to be discussed in Closed Session:   
 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY 

NEGOTIATOR (Government Code Section 54956.8): 
 
Property: Pt. Molate 
Agency negotiators: Laura Snideman  
Negotiating parties: Winehaven Legacy LLC (SunCal) 
Under negotiations: price and terms of payment 
 

http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/3178/KCRT-Live
mailto:cityclerkdept@ci.richmond.ca.us
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CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS 
(Government Code Section 54957.6): 

 
Agency Representatives: Jack Hughes  
Employee organizations:  
1.     SEIU Local 1021 Full-Time Unit 
2.     SEIU Local 1021 Part-Time Unit 
3.     IFPTE Local 21 Mid-Level Management Unit 
4.     IFPTE Local 21 Executive Management Unit 
5.     Richmond Police Officers Association RPOA 
6.     Richmond Police Management Association RPMA 
7.     IAFF Local 188 
8.     Richmond Fire Management Association RFMA 
 
PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT (Government 

Code Section 54957.6): 
 
Title:  City Attorney 
 
The following individuals gave comments via 

teleconference regarding the Pt. Molate item:  Christina Tarr, 
Cathy Mattison, and Sally Tobin. 

 
The Open Session adjourned to Closed Session at 4:21 p.m.  

Closed Session adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 
 
The Special Meeting of the Richmond City Council was 

called to order at 5:46 p.m. by Mayor Butt via teleconference. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
 Present:  Councilmembers Choi, Johnson, Willis, and 
Mayor Butt.  Absent:  Councilmember Martinez and Vice Mayor 
Bates arrived after the roll was called.  Councilmember Myrick 
was absent for the entire meeting. 
 
STATEMENT OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

 
None. 
 

AGENDA REVIEW 
 

 The city clerk clarified the public comment procedure 
published on the agenda. 
 

REPORT FROM THE CITY ATTORNEY ON FINAL 
DECISIONS MADE DURING CLOSED SESSION 
 
 Interim City Attorney Rachel Sommovilla stated there were 
no final actions to report. 
 
REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER 
 

City Manager Laura Snideman reported that the Richmond 
Fire Department and Emergency Services Manager were working 
with other departments and community groups to address the fire 
dangers and concerns in the area.  Ms. Snideman gave an update on 
the City of Richmond’s paving program and announced that the 
South 49th Street resurfacing project was completed.  Ms. Snideman 
reported that the Neighborhood Public Art mini-grant application 
period was opened.  Ms. Snideman also announced that a virtual 
informational workshop was scheduled on September 21, 2020, 
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regarding the mini-grant application process.   Ms. Snideman 
concluded her report with a reminder that the Richmond Certified 
Farmers Market was operating every Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. in the parking lot located at Barrett Avenue and 27th 
Street. 

 
CITY COUNCIL CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

On motion of Councilmember Johnson, seconded by 
Councilmember Willis, the items marked with an (*) were 
approved by the unanimous vote of the City Council:   

  
 *F-1. Approved appointment to update the Historic 
Preservation Commission; appointed Michael Hibma, 
reappointment, seat #2, term expiration date of July 31, 2024. 
 
 *F-2. Approved appointment to update the Shimada 
Friendship Commission: appointed Evan Sirchuk, re-appointment, 
seat #1, term expiration date May 30, 2023. 
 
 *F-3. Approved appointments to the Workforce 
Development Board; appointed Len Turner, re-appointment, seat 
#15, business representative, term expiration date March 1, 2024; 
John Troughton, re-appointment, seat #16, business representative, 
term expiration date March 1, 2024. 
 
 *F-4. Approved appointments to the Economic 
Development Commission: appointed Vivian Wong, new 
appointment, seat #2, filing an unexpired term with an expiration 
date of March 30, 2021; Qiana Riley, new appointment, seat #10, 
filling an unexpired term with an expiration date of March 30, 
2021; Andrew Perroy, new appointment, seat #15, filling an 
unexpired term with an expiration date of March 30, 2022. 
 
 *F-5. Approved the minutes of the regular meeting held 
on July 21, 2020, and special meeting held on July 22, 2020. 
 
 *F-6. Received the City’s Investment and Cash Balance 
Report for the month of June 2020. 
 
 *F-7. Approved the annual support and user license 
agreement with Faster Asset Solutions for fleet management 
software used in maintaining data records of city-owned equipment 
in an amount not to exceed $14,000 for Fiscal Year 2020-2021, 
$14,500 for Fiscal Year 2021-2022, and $15,000 for Fiscal Year 
2022-2023. 
 
 *F-8. Adopted Resolution No. 91-20 authorizing the city 
manager or designee, to execute the escrow purchasing 
documentation, certificate of acceptance, and any amendments 
thereto to complete the 909-911 Ohio Avenue, Richmond, 
California, property purchasing. 
 
 *F-9. Adopted Resolution No. 92-20 authorizing 
contracts with three contractors (Net Electric, Inc. - Richmond; 
NEMA Construction - Albany; and St. Francis Electric, Inc. - San 
Leandro) to perform high voltage and major electrical services 
throughout the City of Richmond on an as-needed basis in an 
amount not to exceed $500,000 per firm per year for a three-year 
period with options for two-year extensions. 
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*F-10. Adopted Resolution No. 93-20 approving the 
contract with Aquatic Harvesting Inc. for Cattails trimming at the 
Hilltop Lake and appropriating $75,000 from the Landscape 
Maintenance District reserve fund into the operational budget; and 
authorized the city manager to execute all required documents and 
contracts to perform deferred maintenance at the Hilltop Lake in 
amounts not to exceed the $75,000. 
 
 *F-11. Adopted Resolution No. 94-20 to accept and 
appropriate $215,000 in grant funding from the California Office 
of Traffic Safety (OTS) awarded to the Police Department to 
combat deaths and injuries in motor vehicle crashes resulting from 
impaired driving within the City of Richmond. 
 
 *F-12. Adopted Resolution No. 95-20 to accept and 
appropriate $73,734.00 in grant funding from the California Office 
of Traffic Safety (OTS) awarded to the Police Department to 
upgrade current crash reporting software as well as purchasing and 
implementing electronic citations. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

G-1. The city clerk announced that it was time, pursuant 
to public notice, to hold a public hearing to adopt a resolution 
approving the report of sewer service charges for Fiscal Year 
2020-21 allowing for the sanitary and stormwater fees to be 
collected on the annual 2020-21 tax rolls.  Water Resource 
Recovery Project Manager Mary Phelps provided an oral report.  
Discussion ensued.  Mayor Butt declared the public hearing open.  
Jim Hanson gave comments via teleconference. Mayor Butt closed 
the public hearing.  Further discussion ensued.  The Council 
requested to revisit sewer rate charges for residential and industrial 
ratepayers at a future meeting.  On motion of Councilmember 
Johnson, seconded by Councilmember Choi, adopted Resolution 
No. 96-20 by the unanimous vote of the City Council. 

 
G-2. The city clerk announced that it was time, pursuant 

to public notice, to hold a public hearing to adopt a resolution 
certifying the Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report 
(SEIR) and adopting a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program (MMRP), California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
Findings of Facts and Statement of Overriding Considerations; 
approving a General Plan map and text amendments; approving a 
Conditional Use Permit for a Shoreline Park in the -S Overlay 
Zone; approving a Vesting Tentative Tract Map; approving Design 
Guidelines with a Historic Conservation Plan and Master Planned 
Area District Plan; approving a Major Design Review for Design 
Guidelines; and approving a Disposition and Development 
Agreement with Winehaven  Legacy LLC; and introduce an 
ordinance rezoning the Project Site to a Point Molate Planned Area 
District (PM-PAD) with -H, Historic District Overlay for the 
Winehaven Historic District; and an ordinance approving a 
Development Agreement.  Community Development Director Lina 
Velasco introduced the item and presented a Powerpoint that 
highlighted the following: General Plan and zoning; Planned Area 
(PA) District and Master PA Plan; design guidelines; Vesting 
Tentative Tract Map; and the project description and development 
agreement.  Deputy City Manager Economic Development Shasa 
Curl presented the various components of the Disposition and 
Development Agreement.  David Shriver and Kathleen Diohep of 
Bay Area Economics presented the financial impact analysis for 
the proposed development.  Mrs. Velasco presented an overview of 
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the project recommendations made by the Richmond Design 
Review Board, Historic Preservation Commission, and Planning 
Commission.  Bibiana Alvarez of Analytical Environmental 
Services presented a summary of the SEIR and CEQA process.  
Discussion ensued.  Mayor Butt declared the public hearing open.  
On behalf of the project applicant, Sun Cal, Nicole Emmons of 
Hart Howerton and Peter Kindel of Skidmore, Owings & Merrill 
presented an illustrative Master Plan, community benefits, and the 
proposed Winehaven Village development.  The primary 
opponents, Courtney Cummings and Andrés Soto, gave comments 
in opposition to the proposed project development.  The following 
individuals gave comments via teleconference: Lisa Park, David 
Helvarg, Ian Wren, Jonathan Livingston, Sarah Tyrell, Jesse 
Peralez, Ashley Brown, Ernest Terrazas, Tom Hansen, Tim 
Lipscomb, Cody Dickson, Graciela Lechon, Cathy Mattison, Toni 
Hanna, Courtney Pittam, John Dalrymple, Daniela Gorrino, Gayle 
McLaughlin, Gerardo Blum, Silvia Ledesma, Christopher Bell, 
Paul Kilkenny, Pam Young, Paul Carman, Katrinka Ruk, Jim 
Hanson, Kitrea TG, Norman LaForce, Pamela Saucer, Laura 
Thomas, Sally Tobin, Lucy Gill, Jordan Brown, Tara Parker-Essig, 
David Kafton, Erin Dean, Margot Cunningham, Lynne Anne 
Salman, Tarnel Abbott, M. Reynolds, Kevin VanBuskirk, Scott 
Littlehale, Pam Stello, and Jon Rosenfield.  Mayor Butt closed the 
public hearing.  Further discussion ensued.  A motion made by 
Councilmember Martinez, seconded by Councilmember Willis, to 
postpone the matter to allow more time to study the project 
information failed by the following vote:  Ayes:  Councilmembers 
Martinez and Willis.  Noes:  Councilmembers Choi, Johnson, Vice 
Mayor Bates, and Mayor Butt.  Absent: Councilmember Myrick.  
Abstained:  None.  Further discussion ensued.  The Council 
requested assurance from the project developer to include a 
museum with the proposed project that encompasses the Indians, 
veterans, African-Americans, Latinx, and other ethnicities.  
Another motion was made by Councilmember Choi, seconded by 
Councilmember Johnson, to adopt a resolution certifying the Final 
SEIR and adopting a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 
Program and CEQA Findings of Facts and Statement of Overriding 
Considerations; approving a General Plan map and text 
amendments; approving a Conditional Use Permit for a Shoreline 
Park in the - S Overlay Zone; approving a Vesting Tentative Tract 
Map; approving Design Guidelines with a Historic Conservation 
Plan and Master Planned Area District Plan; approving a Major 
Design Review for Design Guidelines; approving a Disposition 
and Development Agreement with Winehaven Legacy LLC; 
introduce an ordinance (first reading) rezoning the project site to a 
Point Molate Planned Area District (PM-PAD) with - H, Historic 
District Overlay for the Winehaven Historic District; and introduce 
an ordinance (first reading) approving a Development Agreement.  
Further discussion ensued.  The motion adopted Resolution No. 
97-20 and said ordinances received the first readings and were laid 
over for one week for the second readings, by the following vote:  
Ayes:  Councilmembers Choi, Johnson, Vice Mayor Bates, and 
Mayor Butt.  Noes:  Councilmembers Martinez and Willis.  
Absent: Councilmember Myrick.  Abstained:  None. 

    



cc8Sep2020 - Special Meeting 
Page 6 of 6 

sl/prc 

G-3. Continued to the September 15, 2020, meeting 
the matter to introduce an ordinance (first reading) amending 
Sections 15.04.610.060, 15.04.803.140, 15.04.201.020, 
15.04.203.020, 15.04.204.020 of Chapter 15.04, Zoning and 
Subdivisions Regulations of the Richmond Municipal Code and 
the Zoning Map. 

 
G-4. Continued to the September 15, 2020, meeting 

the matter to introduce an ordinance (first reading) amending 
section 15.04.104.020, Definitions, section 15.04.201.020, Land 
Use Regulations, section 15.04.201.030.A, Accessory Building 
Height, section 15.04.201.050.B, Accessory Building Height, 
section 15.04.202.020, Land Use Regulations, section 
15.04.607.040, Calculation of Parking Requirements, and section 
15.04.610.030, Accessory Short-Term Rentals ("Home-Shares") 
and repealing section 15.04.610.020, Accessory Dwelling Units, 
and adopting section 15.04.610.020, Accessory Dwelling Units 
and Junior Accessory Dwelling Units of the Richmond Municipal 
Code Regarding Accessory Dwelling Units and Junior Accessory 
Dwelling Units. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
Vice Mayor Bates announced that on behalf of Mayor Butt, 

he presented a proclamation to Richmond resident, Isabel Simms, 
in recognition of her 100th birthday on September 6, 2020. 

 
Mayor Butt recognized the civic participation and passion 

of the many people that gave public comments. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 

10:04 p.m., in memory of Richmond resident, Albert “Al B Show” 
Lee and Richmond homicide victims Anthony Ramsey, Ruby 
Wallick, Norvi Dzidzornua, Darrell Gibson, Mark Randle, Juan 
Valdavinos, Daniel Hernandez, Jose Salazar, Maurice Jackson, 
Claudia Justiniani, Erick Galeana, Jaloni Blasher, and Yuri Lopez, 
to meet again on Tuesday, September 15, 2020, at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 
                Clerk of the City of Richmond 

 
 
                                         (SEAL) 
 
 
Approved: 
 
        
       Mayor 
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Elisabeth Beisl      Weidenstr.3 
        85368 Moosburg a. d. Isar 
        GERMANY 
        e-mail: elisabeth.beisl@moosburg.org 
 
Richmond City Council 
Richmond, CA 
        Sept 6, 2020 
 
 
Point Molate Housing Development 
 
 
Dear Mayor Butt, Council Members Choi, Willis, Johnson, Martinez, Bates and 
Myrick, 
 
with consternation I hear about the development plans of the City of Richmond for 
Point Molate, the sale off of the last remaining undeveloped headland in the San 
Francisco bay.  
 
I´ve been visiting Point Molate for many many years. Every time I visit my friends in 
Richmond, I make it a point they take me there. It´s such a unique, wonderful and 
peaceful place and it should be kept like it is, and it should be kept as public land for 
all the Richmond residents to enjoy nature. 
  
The development of 2.000 or more homes will change and destroy this place forever, 
irretrievably. It will have many negative impacts on the lifes of the Bay Area 
residents which I think don´t need to explain, you know them. The already heavy 
traffic will increase, thus air polution, many valuable and seldom plants like eel grass, 
animals and marine species will be endangered and disappear, the magic of the place 
will lost. 
 
In these hard times, with the Corona-pandemia, political and racial unrest, rising 
unemployment, companies who go bankrupt, you are selling the most valuable you 
have, land. Land, that belongs to the people of Richmond.  
 
I´m sure instead of the housing development, you can turn this place into something 
wonderful that serves the people of Richmond, the people who elected you and 
trusted you that you serve and make decisions in their favor, and not in the favor of 
big companies. 
 
So please, rethink and decide against the housing development. 
 
Sincerly 
 
Elisabeth Beisl  
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