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Overview
• What is Assembly Bill 481
• How AB 481 defines Military Equipment
• The Purpose of the Equipment
• Richmond Police Department’s Equipment Inventory
• How does AB 481 affect the City of Richmond

• Questions & Answers

What is Assembly Bill 481
• On September 30, 2021, Governor Gavin Newsom signed Assembly Bill
481 into law.

• AB 481 was authored to address the funding, acquisition and use of
military equipment.
• AB 481 is designed to increase community awareness and oversight
over the possession and use by local police departments of certain
types of equipment that AB 481 labels as “military” equipment.
•

Also requires an annual report to summarize


Equipment usage and updates



Equipment inventory



Community feedback

AB 481 Requires Initial
Approval
• AB 481 requires approval for continued use of items
purchased prior to January 1, 2022 and requires an
annual report

• Annual report to include:
-

How equipment is being used
Maintenance and costs
Equipment inventory
Community feedback on use

Military Equipment per AB 481
1. Unmanned aerial or ground vehicles
2. MRAP vehicles
3 . H u mv e e s / Ve h i c l e s w i t h b re a c h i n g

projectiles
11.Divisionary devices & explosive
breaching

4 . Tra c ke d a r m o r e d v e h i c l e s

12.Munitions containing tear gas or OC

5. Command and control vehicles

1 3 . Ta s e r S h o c k w a v e , m i c r o w a v e w e a p o n s ,

6. Weaponized aircraft, vessels
7. Breaching apparatus explosive in
nature
8. Firearms & ammo of .50 caliber or
greater

9. Assault weapons less than .50 caliber
10.Any firearm or accessory that is
designed to launch explosive

LRADs
14.Kinetic energy weapons and munitions
( 4 0 m m l a u n c h e r, b e a n b a g s h o t g u n ,
foam tipped projectiles)
15.Any other equipment as determined by

a governing body to require oversight

The Purpose of the
Equipment
While the Richmond Police Department’s inventory of “military
equipment” is varied, the mere possession of the equipment does not
warrant its use for every incident. The Richmond Police Department
recognizes that critical incidents are unpredictable and can be very
dynamic in nature.

A variety of military equipment options can greatly assist incident
commanders, officers, and specific units in bringing those incidents
to a swift resolution in a safe manner. The use of military equipment
is restricted for use only in certain instances and in some cases only
by certain units.

Examples of Weapons Seized in 2022

RPD’s Equipment Inventory
Equipment
Category

Item(s)

Funding Source

Prior Council Use by RPD Since
Approval

1

Robot and Unmanned Aircraft

Donation and
General Fund

Yes

2016

5

RPD Mobile Command Center (MCC)

General Fund

Yes

2013

7

Breaching Shotgun & Projectiles

General Fund

Yes

2018

9

Rifles, SMGs & Bullets

General Fund

Yes

Prior to 1999

11

Noise flash diversionary device

General Fund

Yes

Prior to 1999

12

Chemical Agents and Impact
Munitions

General Fund

Yes

Prior to 1999

14

Kinetic Energy Less Lethal Platforms

General Fund

Yes

Prior to 1999

RPD’s Equipment Inventory
Category 1 – Robot & Unmanned Aircraft

Tactical Robot
Small Unmanned Tracked Robots: An unmanned tracked robot of any type that is capable of
being remotely controlled as well as all of the supporting or attached systems designed for
gathering information through imaging, recording or by any other means.

Unmanned Aircraft Systems
Description: An unmanned aircraft of any type that is capable of sustaining directed flight,
whether pre-programmed or remotely controlled, and all of the supporting or attached
systems designed for gathering information through imaging, recording or by any other means.

Capability: Small Unmanned Tracked Robots can support first responders in any hazardous
incident which would benefit from a ground level perspective. These uses could include
barricaded suspects or high-risk tactical operations, disaster response, and use in crawl spaces
or confined isolated areas to assist in searches for suspects or evidence.

Capability: UAS can support first responders in any hazardous incident which would benefit
from an aerial perspective. These uses could include search and rescue, barricaded suspects or
high-risk tactical operations, disaster response, and video and photographic documentation of
crime scenes.

Usage: This equipment is a battery powered, remote operated device equipped with
cameras and communication capabilities. This equipment is for (potential) use during
high-risk incidents and use is authorized for all members of the department who have
been trained in its use. Incidents that may qualify for its use include, but are not limited
to, high-risk warrant services, barricaded subjects, and hostage negotiation/rescue
operations. Before entering a structure, particularly in a tactically compromised
and dangerous situation, knowledge of a subject’s location is very important, and
the robot can provide that without placing anyone at risk. Cameras can also help
determine if a subject is armed and if there are other subjects inside that need assistance.
Only assigned S.W.A.T. operators who have been trained shall be permitted to operate
the small-unmanned tracked robot. Use is established by the S.W.A.T team commander,
and or Incident Commander.
Quantity:
1

Usage: The guidelines for the use of UAS are outlined in RPD PM Section 613 – Any use of a
UAS will be in strict accordance with constitutional and privacy rights and FAA regulations.
Only authorized operators who have completed the required training shall be permitted to
operate the UAS.
Quantity:

8

RPD’s Equipment Inventory
Category 5 – Mobile Command Center

Mobile Command Vehicle
Mobile Command Vehicles: Completely self-contained command posts designed to provide the Incident Commander with a mobile base of operation. Some major incidents engender special management challenges and
require an on-site incident command structure to assist senior personnel in addressing the circumstance presented by the incident. The Mobile Command Center is a vital component to the police mission when major
emergencies, natural and man-made disasters or special events in the community trigger the mobilization and coordination of significant resources in the field. Its primary use is to facilitate the management and
coordination of personnel, communications, and equipment resources at complex incidents.
Capability: As a mobile base of operation, these vehicles contain specialized command, control, and communications equipment to assist with this mission.
Usage: Mobile Command Vehicles are to be utilized as an Incident Command Post for planned or unplanned events.

Quantity:

1

RPD’s Equipment Inventory
Category 7 – Breaching Shotguns & Projectiles

Breaching Shotguns and Breaching Ammunition
Breaching Shotguns and Breaching Ammunition: During crisis situations, it may become necessary for a SWAT team to facilitate an entry in to a target location. It is critical the point of entry is breached quickly and as safely
as possible. A quick and effective breach is one key to a successful tactical mission. In some instances, a breach initiated by a breaching shotgun loaded with specialized breaching rounds may be required to provide an
added degree of safety and tactical advantage in order to accomplish a mission.
Specialized Breaching Rounds, are frangible and are designed break into a powder form upon impact with a solid object (i.e. dead bolt lock, door frame, etc.) The Richmond Police Department possesses a limited inventory
of Breaching Shotguns and Breaching Shotgun Ammunition. Breaching Shotguns are to be used exclusively by trained members of the Richmond SWAT Unit.

Capability: Breaching shotguns and breaching rounds can be an effective option to defeat fortified doors and locks. This ammunition provides tactical officers rapid entry to locked rooms while minimizing the risk to victims,
officers, and suspects.
Usage: Circumstances for the use of shotgun breaching shall include, but not limited to:
1. Barricaded suspect and/or hostage situations.
2. High-risk warrant services
3. When the SRT Commander or SWAT Commander deems their use necessary to safely resolve an incident.
Training requirements: SWAT Officers that are trained in the use of breaching shotguns must successfully complete a SWAT Breaching course or in-house training from a breaching instructor. Furthermore, SWAT Officers
must undergo live fire proficiency training in its application.

Quantity:

2

Remington 870 Police Magnum – modified 12 gauge breaching shotgun

RPD’s Equipment Inventory
Category 9 – Rifles, SMGs, and Bullets

Patrol Rifles
Description: A semi-automatic shoulder-fired long gun that fires a rifle caliber cartridge. The Department-approved AR-15 style (Colt M4) weapon system is designed to fire a .223/5.56 caliber projectile. As stated in RPD PM
432.1 – Purpose and Scope, “In order to more effectively and accurately address the increasing level of firepower and body armor utilized by criminal suspects, the Richmond Police Department will make Patrol Rifles available
to qualified patrol officers as an additional and more immediate tactical resource.”
Capability: The rifle caliber carbine provides officers the ability to engage hostile suspects at distances generally greater than the effective distance of their handguns. Additionally, patrol rifles offer advantages over
handguns, such as increased accuracy potential and the ability to defeat soft body armor but are not appropriate for every situation.
Usage: The usage guidelines for patrol rifles are outlined in RPD PM 432– Patrol Rifles. As stated in RPD PM 432.6 – Deployment of the Patrol Rifle, “Officers may deploy the Patrol Rifle in any circumstance where the officer
can articulate a reasonable expectation that the rifle may be needed. Examples of some general guidelines for deploying the Patrol Rifle may include, but are not limited to:
a)
Situations where the officer reasonably anticipates an armed encounter
b)
When an officer is faced with a situation that may require the delivery of accurate and effective fire at long range
c)
Situations where an officer reasonably expects the need to meet or exceed a suspect’s firepower
d)
When an officer reasonably believes that there may be a need to deliver fire on a barricaded suspect or a suspect with a hostage
e)
When an officer reasonably believes that a suspect may be wearing body armor
f)
When authorized or requested by a supervisor
g)
When needed to euthanize an animal”
Quantity:
Colt M4 Carbine 5.56
Colt M4 / M16 A2E 5.56
Colt Commando 5.56
DPMS M-160 5.56
Colt M16 A2 5.56
Colt AR15 Match Target .223
H&R Arms M14 7.62
H&K SMG 9mm

Quantity:
Quantity:
Quantity:
Quantity:
Quantity:
Quantity:
Quantity:
Quantity:

50
13
2
5
2
8
1
17

Patrol
SWAT ONLY
SWAT ONLY
SWAT ONLY
SWAT ONLY
(Richmond Honor Guard Presentation)
(Weapon is decommissioned)
SWAT ONLY

RPD’s Equipment Inventory
Category 11 – Diversionary Devices

Diversion Devices (Flash Bangs)
Description: Canisters that emit a loud noise and bright light.
Capability: Diversionary Devices are capable of releasing large amounts of stored energy in the form of heat, light, pressure, and noise. They are intended to temporarily distract, confuse, and disorient subjects. They
can also be used as “attention-getting” devices.
Usage: Diversionary Devices are to be used exclusively by SRT members. Diversionary Devices can be used in high risk tactical operations as an attention getting device. They can also be used during high risk warrants,
hostage rescue incidents, and some mobile field force incidents to provide an added degree of officer safety by disorienting subjects.
Training Requirements: SWAT and TRT operators must successfully complete in-house training from a certified instructor and are subject to ongoing practical application training in the use of the Diversionary
Devices. Additionally, SWAT and TRT operators train on safe device deployment in a variety of operational settings annually.

RPD’s Equipment Inventory

Category 12 – Chemical Agents & Impact Munitions
Chemical Agents and Chemical Agent Delivery Devices: Compounds, devices, and delivery systems utilized by the RPD SRT team members. The deployment of chemical agents is a tactical option that may be selected
with the goal of protecting life and property and/or restoration of order. It is considered a "use of force" option and consistent with the RPD use of force policy
Capability: Depending on the delivery method, chemical agents are capable of being introduced in close proximity or from a distance. Depending on the type of delivery system and/or quantity, chemical agents can be
used to saturate individual suspects, violent crowds, or areas of varied size.
Usage: Chemical agents may be used for crowd control, crowd dispersal or against barricaded suspects in certain circumstances. Only the Patrol Sergeant, Incident Commander or Crisis Response Unit
Commander may authorize the delivery and use of tear gas, and only after evaluating all conditions known at the time and determining that such force reasonably appears justified and necessary. When
practicable, fire personnel should be alerted or summoned to the scene prior to the deployment of tear gas to control any fires and to assist in providing medical aid or gas evacuation if needed.
Training Requirements: Only personnel trained and having shown proficiency in the use of any control device are authorized to carry the device. Proficiency training must be conducted and documented by a Department
approved instructor; as set in RPD PM Section 308

RPD’s Equipment Inventory

Category 14 – Kinetic Energy / Less lethal platforms
Beanbag Shotguns
Description: This is a standard Remington Model 870, 12-gauge shotgun that has been
modified with an orange stock and fore-end.
Capability: Beanbag shotguns are capable of firing a 12-gauge beanbag round with a maximum
effective range of sixty (60) feet.
Usage: Beanbag shotguns utilized with beanbag rounds may be deployed to impact subjects
demonstrating assaultive behavior or life-threatening behavior, as defined RPD Policy Manual
Section 308.8.1
Training Requirements: Officers shall not carry or use any less-lethal device unless they have
successfully completed Departmental training or approved external training. Officers shall be
required to successfully complete annual training and qualification conducted by a certified
instructor in order to maintain their authority to deploy less-lethal devices. Any officer who
fails to qualify or who fails to successfully complete two or more department sanctioned
training/qualification sessions within a calendar year will no longer be authorized to carry the
shotgun or less-lethal device without successfully retaking the initial training and qualification.
Quantity:

1

40mm Launchers
Description: A single shot or multi-shot Extended Range Impact Weapon (ERIW) launcher
capable for firing a variety of 40mm rounds. The Department also has a limited inventory of
37mm launchers that share the same characteristics as 40mm launchers but are chambered for
37mm munitions. (40mm launchers and 37mm launchers are considered “Projectile Launch
Platforms” under AB-481).
Capability: 40mm launchers are capable of firing a variety of munitions with a maximum
effective range of one hundred twenty (120) feet. 40mm launchers can deliver 40mm
munitions in the form of chemical agents, sponge baton rounds, or combined use sponge baton
OC chemical agent rounds.
Usage: 40mm launchers utilized with less lethal sponge baton rounds are may be deployed to
impact subjects demonstrating assaultive behavior or life-threatening behavior. The Richmond
Police Department is committed to reducing the potential for violent confrontations. Kinetic
energy projectiles, when used properly, are less likely to result in death or serious physical
injury and can be used in an attempt to de-escalate a potentially deadly situations. Only
department approved kinetic energy munitions shall be carried and deployed. Approved
munitions may be used to compel an individual to cease his/her actions when such munitions
present a reasonable option.

Commitment
Many items deemed to be Military Equipment per AB 481
are in fact already employed by the Richmond Police
Department and LEA across the country, in order to
specifically reduce risk to community members.
The Richmond Police Department is committed to using the
most up to date tools and equipment to safeguard our
community.

Questions & Comments
Contact US:
Richmond Police Department
1701 Regatta Blvd
Richmond, CA 94804
Email: AB481@richmondpd.net
Non-Emergency Phone:
Records Department:

510-233-1214
510-620-6675

