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Mayor and Members of the City Council: 
 

This is the weekly report for the week ending  
September 16, 2016. 

 
1. Meeting Notes 
 

The City Council returned from its summer recess this 
past Tuesday, September 13th. The next City Council 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, September 20th 
beginning with a Closed Session at 5:30 PM, followed by the regular City Council 
agenda at 6:30 PM. The agenda may be found by clicking this link: Richmond City 
Council Agenda Packet. 
 

2. 8th Annual Spirit & Soul Festival: Dancing in the Street Tomorrow!  
 
The 8th annual Spirit & Soul Festival returns to Downtown Richmond tomorrow, 
Saturday, September 17th, from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM, on Macdonald Avenue between 
Harbour Way and 13th Street. 
 
Musical headliners include the Bay Areaôs premiere funk band BeaufunK with 
Michael Jeffries, classic American Rock and Original Roll by PUSH featuring Dan 
Ashley, and Richmondôs hometown and international blues and R&B diva Tia 
Carroll. Richmond MainStreet is also excited to highlight the young up and coming 
Funk and Soul band Soul Progressions, featuring talented performers from the East 
Bay Center for the Performing Arts. 
 
This yearôs event will also feature the inaugural addition of a Youth Zone, featuring a 
community stage and interactive activities to serve the cityôs younger residents. Plus: 
local artisan vendors, information booths, food booths and trucks, fabulous drawing 
prizes, and beverages.  
 
Admission is free and all are welcome. For more information, please visit 
www.RichmondMainStreet.org or call (510) 236-4049. 
 

http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/Archive.aspx?AMID=30&Type=Recent
http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/Archive.aspx?AMID=30&Type=Recent
http://richmondmainstreet.org/spirit-soul-festival
http://www.beaufunk.com/
http://www.beaufunk.com/
http://www.rockwithpush.com/index.html
http://www.rockwithpush.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/tiacarrollblues
https://www.facebook.com/tiacarrollblues
https://www.facebook.com/SoulProgressionsmusic/
http://www.richmondmainstreet.org/
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3. PARK(ing) Day Parklet by National Park Service 
 
PARK(ing) Day is an annual global event where citizens, artists, and activists 
collaborate to temporarily transform street parking spaces into ñPARK(ing)ò spaces: 
temporary public places. The mission of PARK(ing) Day is to call attention to the 
need for more urban open space, to generate critical debate around how public 
space is created and allocated, and to improve the quality of urban human habitat é 
at least until the meter runs out! This year marks the second annual PARK(ing) Day 
parklet hosted by the National Park Service. 
 
This year, the Richmond parklet was set up in front of Kaleidoscope Coffee in Point 
Richmond, where people stopped by throughout the day to enjoy the space and 
rethink how we want to experience our city. 
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(Note:  Please see the KCRT Business Bytes link highlighting the Kaleidoscope Coffee/ice 
cream/entertainment spot in Point Richmond: Link to video.) 

 
4. All Ears Reading® at West Side Branch Library 
 

Richmond Public Library welcomes Animal Rescue Foundation's "All Ears Reading" 
program to the West Side Branch Library (135 Washington Avenue). The program 
provides the opportunity for readers in first through fifth grade to make an 
appointment and read to a trained therapy dog for 20 minutes.  Reading to a dog is a 
proven method for improving reading fluency and confidence. The program meets 
on the third Monday of each month beginning Monday, September 19th from 3:00 PM 
ï 4:00 PM. 
 
The Animal Rescue Foundation was created by Elaine and Tony La Russa in 1990, 
as a haven for animals that run out of time in traditional animal shelters. It now 
provides a variety of services for animals and their humans. Please contact Deborah 
Bonet at 620-6521 or 510-620-6567 to ñbookò your appointment at "All Ears 
Reading". 

https://youtu.be/hVwosnSaXxI
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5. RichmondWORKS On-Site Recruitment for Amazon Courier Drivers 
 
Weekly on-site recruitment for Amazon courier drivers will be held at 
RichmondWORKS beginning Friday, September 23rd and will continue until all 
positions are filled.  We encourage Richmond residents to take advantage of this 
opportunity to work for the largest internet-based retailer in the world, Amazon. 
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For additional information on this and other job opportunities, please visit 
http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/660/Job-Seeker-Services or call 510-307-8014. 
 

6. Fire Department Promotions 
 

Please join the Richmond Fire Department in congratulating its two newest 
promoted employees. Captain Jason Flaum (pictured left), with 19 years of service, 
and Engineer Jacob Brownlow (pictured right), with four years of service. These two 
dedicated individuals were successful in a rigorous testing process with a goal of 
increasing the level of service they provide to Richmond's citizens. Captain Flaum is 
assigned to station 62 (serving North and Central Richmond neighborhoods), and 
Engineer Brownlow is assigned to station 66 (serving North & East and East 
Richmond Heights neighborhoods). Congratulations on a job well done! 
 

http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/660/Job-Seeker-Services
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7. ñPut Down the Gunsò Festival 
 

This past Saturday, September 10th, Richmond firefighters joined residents for a ñPut 
Down the Gunsò festival.  This event was designed to show adults and youths 
alternatives to gun violence. Firefighters talked to youth about setting career goals, 
and showed them how a life without gun violence could lead to a successful future.  
Citizens also shared life experiences of gun violence in their neighborhoods and the 
importance of prevention. 
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8. City Manager Chronicles 
 
I have listed below some of the topics for meetings that I attended during the past 
week in the hope that it provides an idea of the varied issues with which our 
organization deals routinely.  Meetings of note during the past week included: 
 

¶ Attended the ribbon cutting ceremony for the new Campus Center at Contra 
Costa College, which also featured the investiture of new campus President 
Mojdeh Mehdizadeh; 

¶ Met with The California Endowment Program Manager Diane Aranda, along with 
City staff members LaShonda White, Gabino Arredondo, and David Gray, to 
discuss initiation of a project to increase the effectiveness of community 
investment; 

¶ Met again with The California Endowment Program Manager Diane Aranda, 
along with Richmond Community Services Director Rochelle Monk, to discuss 
strategic planning for youth services in Richmond; 

¶ Attended the electric vehicle display/demonstration at the Electric Week 
Celebration held in the parking lot at the Civic Center. 

 
These meetings were in addition to attending the regular management staff 
meeting,  agenda planning, reviewing staff reports to the City Council, doing 
department head ñcheck-ins,ò having discussions on various personnel matters, and 
having short discussions with staff, community members, members of the press, etc. 
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Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about the substance of 
these or any other topics. 
 

9. September 24th Rainwater and Graywater Workshop for Richmond Residents 
 

Graywater is the relatively clean waste water from baths, sinks, washing machines, 
and other kitchen appliances that can be effectively utilized to conserve fresh water.  
 
East Bay Municipal Utility District, in partnership with the City of Richmond, 
GrayWater Action, the Ecology Center, and the Watershed Project, is hosting a 
rainwater and graywater workshop for Richmond residents and the surrounding 
area.  The workshop will be held on September 24th from 10:00 AM ï 1:00 PM in the 
Catalina Room in the Auditorium at 450 Civic Center Plaza. Graywater and rain 
garden experts will cover how to capture rainwater, storm water, and graywater to 
irrigate landscapes. The workshop will cover simple do-it-yourself designs and 
systems.   
 

Informational tables, hands-on activities, and light refreshments included will be 
included. For more information, visit: http://www.ebmud.com/about-us/events/  
 

http://www.ebmud.com/about-us/events/capture-your-rainwater-and-graywater-workshop/?eID=628
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10. Art In Windows Opening Reception & Love Your Block Mini-Grant Cycle Kick-
Off 

 
The Art In Windows program and Richmond Love Your Block are teaming up to 
celebrate childrenôs art and communityéand youôre invited to the party!  
 
Come Downtown to the retail spaces at the Richmond BART parking garage on 
Thursday, September 29th, from 4:00 PM ï 6:00 PM, for a special reception. Enjoy the 
new Art In Windows exhibition featuring childrenôs art, the return of the Love Your 
Block BART art installation, and light refreshments. You can also learn how to apply 
to for a mini-grant to #LoveYourBlock. 
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For more information about Art In Windows exhibition, visit    
  www.RichmondMainStreet.org or call (510) 236-4049. 
 
For more information about Richmond Love Your Block, visit  

www.tinyurl.com/RichmondLoveYourBlock or call (510) 620-6563 
 

11. Carpool Incentives 
 
The City of Richmondôs RideMatch service is an interactive, on-demand system that 
helps you find carpools, vanpools, or bicycle partners. Create a profile to find 
commuters who have similar travel routes and patterns with whom you can share a 
ride. Then you can easily send potential rideshare partners an e-mail or give them a 
call.  
 
Your information remains confidential. Only your name, phone number, home/work 
city, and e-mail will be shared with potential partners. The ridematching service is 
powered by 511 Contra Costa and completely FREE. 
 
Make a change from driving alone to carpooling, taking transit, bicycling, or walking 
for your work commute and 511 Contra Costa will reward you. This fall, you can 
track five carpool trips in your 511 Trip Diary for a chance to win a $25 Target Gift 
Card. If you carpool, vanpool, walk, ride a bike, or take transit to work, you can win 
too! Track five green commute trips in your 511 Trip Diary and you are automatically 
entered to win a $5 giftcard to Peetôs Coffee & Tea.  
 
 

http://www.richmondmainstreet.org/
http://www.tinyurl.com/RichmondLoveYourBlock
https://www.ridematch.511.org/SanFrancisco/?client=richmond

