Mayor and Members of the City Council:
This is the report for the week ending June 9, 2017.
1. Meeting Notes
There is no City Council meeting next week. The next
City Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June
20th. Enjoy the week off.628
2. Ribbon is Cut for Mathieu Court Alley Play Street
This morning, I had the pleasure of attending the ribbon cutting ceremony for the
Mathieu Court Alley Play Street. The project was funded in part by a KaBoom! Play
Everywhere Challenge grant. KaBoom! is a national non-profit organization that is
dedicated to bringing balanced and active play into the daily lives of all kids,
particularly those growing up in poverty in America. They have been a partner on
several projects in Richmond, most recently the one-day community rebuild of
Wendell Park.
Kaboom! acknowledges that, “Play does not always have to happen on a
playground. While playgrounds provide joyful oases for play, sometimes play must
be available in other places.” Their “play everywhere” inititive,
“…encourages people to think about spaces that could become PLAYces:
whether it’s a laundromat, grocery store, sidewalk, bus stop, or somewhere else,
these often-boring situations can turn into stimulating, creative outlets for play.”
A new “PLAYce” has now sprung up at Mathieu Court in Richmond, what was, just a
short time ago, an unmaintained alley that was a magnet for illegal dumping. The
project was a collaboration among the City of Richmond, Richmond Art Center, The
Trust for Public Land, Pogo Park, and the Iron Triangle Neighborhood Council. The
City’s project manager was the very talented Lina Velasco. To learn more about the
Mathieu Court Alley Play Street Project (or to thank her for her efforts), you can
contact Ms. Velasco at lina_velasco@ci.richmond.ca.us at the Richmond Planning
Department.
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Specific thanks for the effort to create a PLAYce at Mathieu Court go the the
following organizations and individuals:














Richmond Art Center (Cristina Haley, Jessica Eastburn, Richard Ambrose,
Rachel Schaffran)
Area residents
Peres Principal Jawan Eldridge
Stephanie Palacios
The 4th-6th grade after school students at Peres Elementary school
Lead artists Vreni Michelini Castillo and Sofie Siegmann
Micky Iswaranata and Maria Wirjopranoto of Speargrass Architectural Sign Inc.,
The Trust for Public Land
Iron Triangle Neighborhood Council
Pogo Park
City of Richmond Parks and Landscaping Division
City of Richmond Department of Infrastructure and Maintenance Department
City of Richmond Planning and Building Services Department

To learn more about the Play Everywhere Challenge, please visit
http://kaboom.org/playeverywhere.
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3. City of Richmond 2017 Community Survey – We Need your Feedback
One of the best ways to improve Richmond’s services is to ask the people that live
here what they think. With this in mind, the City of Richmond is pleased to announce
the 2017 Community Survey!
During the past few weeks, you may have been notified that you have been selected
to give input that will help the City improve the level of government services and the
future of your community. Questionnaires were sent to a random sample of 3,000
Richmond residents, asking them to comment on the community’s pressing needs
and city services.
The purpose of the survey is to help City officials evaluate services, measure
resident satisfaction with current services, and to help plan for Richmond’s future.
The results from the survey will be included in a final report available to all City
officials, staff, and residents.
If you were selected to participate, PLEASE RETURN THE SURVEY AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE AND BEFORE THE STATED DEADLINE!
If you know someone that received one, please encourage them to fill it out and
return it. Your input can help make the City of Richmond a better place to live, work,

3

and play. Feel free to contact the City Manager’s Office with your questions at
(510) 620-6512.

4. FY2017-18 Operating and Capital Improvement Budget Update
This past week, staff presented to the City Council an overview of the draft fiscal
year 2017-18 operating and capital improvement budgets for Housing Programs,
Capital Improvement Projects, and the Environmental and Community Investment
Agreement (ECIA). Staff also provided an in-depth review of General Fund revenue
and expenditures, and adjustments made to reduce the prior operating budget gap

4

from $866,000 to $30,000. The Council is scheduled to consider adoption of the
budget at its meeting of June 20th.
5. Service Works is Celebrating Global Community Day on June 10th!
Service Works Richmond is partnering with the City of Richmond Community
Services Department, Richmond Tool Library, and Richmond Love Your Block to
host a cleanup to celebrate Global Community Day!
Come and join us on Saturday, June 10th to help revamp the Richmond Tool Library
and clean up Nicholl Park and the Community Services Department. We will be
meeting promptly at 11:00 AM in front of the picnic tables for registration. Anyone
under the age of 18 will need a parent to sign a liability waiver.
In support of the Community Services Department’s Spring Clothing Drive benefiting
Bay Area Rescue Mission (BARM), we’ve got prizes to give away! Bring in new,
unworn clothing essentials such as underwear, bras, socks, and belts and you’ll get
a chance to win! New undergarments are much more difficult to come by at BARM,
so please consider donating these clothing essentials.
Lunch and refreshments will be provided!
Invite your friends and family members to join us for this day of service. RSVP on
EventBrite is requested to make sure that we have enough food for all.
RSVP: https://serviceworksglobalcommunityday.eventbrite.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/123009034934651/
For more information, contact Vanessa Chau at Vanessa_Chau@ci.richmond.ca.us
or at (510) 620-6552!
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6. We Need Your Input on the City’s Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
The City of Richmond is updating its Local Hazard Mitigation Plan in partnership with
Contra Costa County. The Local Hazard Mitigation Plan serves as a coordinating
document for the City and approximately three dozen local agencies and special
purpose districts to reduce their risks from a wide range of potential natural and nonnatural hazards, including earthquakes, floods, wildfires, and extreme heat.
You can be a part of this effort to update the current plan by taking just a few short
minutes to fill out our brief survey.
The current plan was developed in 2011 and approved in April of 2012; it is
expected that the update process will take approximately six months. Thank you for
your time and contribution to this effort!
7. City Manager Chronicles
I have listed below some of the topics for meetings that I attended during the past
week in the hope that it provides an idea of the varied issues with which our
organization deals routinely.
Meetings of note this past week included:
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Attended the Saturday closed session meeting of the Rent Board to interview
candidates for the Rent Board Executive Director position;
Attended several meetings with the finance team for the planned issuance of
wastewater capital improvement bonds, together with Finance Director Belinda
Warner, Wastewater Manager Ryan Smith, and members of their respective
staffs;
Met, along with Councilmember Eduardo Martinez and Community Services
Director Rochelle Monk, with Berkeley Mayor Jesse Arreguin, Berkeley City
Manager Dee Williams-Ridley, and members of their respective staffs, to discuss
fair share allocation of costs for capital improvements at the Gilman Soccer
Fields;
Met, together with Housing Authority consultant Tia Ingram, with Richmond
Housing Authority (RHA) staff to discuss the status of RHA operations;
Attended Mayor Tom Butt’s Business Roundtable meeting;
Met with representatives of the John Stewart Company, together with Housing
Authority consultant Tia Ingram, and (temporary) Rent Control staff members
Paige Roosa and Gabino Arredondo, to discuss the status of RAD (Rental
Assistance Demonstration) conversions at Triangle Court and Friendship Manor;
Attended the monthly meeting of Contra Costa city managers;
Attended the quarterly NURVE (Nystrom United Revitalization Effort) Policy
Committee meeting with community partners;
Met with representatives from Mercy Housing, together with Housing Authority
consultant Tia Ingram and Management Analyst Mike Uberti, to discuss the
Hacienda renovation project;
Attended the ribbon cutting ceremony for the Mathieu Court Alley Play Street
(see item [2] above);
Toured projects funded by the Love Your Block Mini-Grant program, along with
Community Services Director Rochelle Monk, Mayor’s staff member Sequoia
Erasmus, and members of the Love Your Block Team (Stephanie Ny, Nadia
Perez, and Erika Ito).

These meetings were in addition to attending the regular management staff
meeting, agenda planning, reviewing staff reports to the City Council, doing
department head “check-ins,” having discussions on various personnel matters, and
having short discussions with staff, community members, members of the press, etc.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about the substance of
these or any other topics.
8. Kick-Off Summer FUN with Healthy Village Festival
Richmond Main Street invites the entire community to come Downtown Richmond
for the 8th annual Healthy Village Festival on Saturday, June 24th from 10:00 AM –
1:00 PM at the Community Green Space (Harbour Way & Macdonald Avenue).
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Healthy Village Festival is sure to be a super fun family event all about health and
wellness in Downtown! The event will feature ZUMBA, Health Tips, Giveaways,
Fitness Breaks, Animals, Pony Rides, Music, Info Booths, Vendors, Arts & Crafts,
and more! Plus...Bike Smoothies by Rich City Rides, “Ask the Doc” hosted by Kaiser
Permanente, Food Vendors Rosemary’s Kitchen and Civil Pops, Fitness demos by
certified ZUMBA instructors and Anytime Fitness, and Downtown History (mini) Hike
– tours depart at 11:00 AM & 12:00 PM.
Admission is free. All are welcome. For more information, visit
RichmondMainStreet.org, call (510) 236-4049, or email
admin@richmondmainstreet.org

9. Treasure Box Makers Workshop
On Saturday, June 3rd, the City of Richmond, Latinas in Action, and local Richmond
Mosaic Artist, Daud Abdullah, partnered to host a Treasure Box Makers workshop.
Volunteers who attended the workshop designed and created mosaic art panels that
will be placed on city trash cans. These mosaics will beautify our cans with public art
that promotes Richmond, supports a healthy environment, and showcases the
talents of Richmond residents. Look out for the completed Treasure Boxes on a
Richmond street near you!
For additional photos of the event, please visit:
https://www.facebook.com/RichmondEH
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10. Richmond Promise College Success Workshops
It was the culmination of another “Promising” year to honor all 440 students at the
recent Richmond Promise Scholars Celebration. Thank you to all the students,
families, and community members who attended!
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One required next step for all 2017 scholarship recipients is to RSVP and attend one
College Success Workshop in the month of June.
At the College Success Workshops, Richmond Promise Scholars will:





Complete required paperwork to claim their scholarship
Build the Richmond Promise Scholar community and connect with pointpeople for summer assistance
Interpret financial aid award packages
Develop financial literacy and budgeting skills

Student can RSVP here: www.therichmondpromise.eventbrite.com
Please spread the word to Richmond Promise Scholars in your life!
Note: The June 20th and June 21st workshops are for Richmond Promise Scholars
planning on attending Contra Costa College in the fall.
Questions? Contact us at info@richmondpromise.org or 510-761-7231
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11. Notice of Development Opportunity – Macdonald Avenue Corridor Properties
We are inviting the community to review the City of Richmond’s “Notice of
Development Opportunity” – highlighting four Opportunity Sites – intended to serve
as major activity centers that facilitate the economic and cultural heart of the City,
and connection to the greater Bay Area.
Each site is within walking distance of the Richmond Multi-Modal Transit Station –
with access to BART, Amtrak, and AC Transit – as well as assets including the
Kaiser Richmond Medical Center and the East Bay Center for the Performing Arts.
The Richmond City Manager’s Office is accepting first-round development proposals
until July 7, 2017 at 12:00 PM (PST). A copy of the Request for Qualifications and
Proposals is accessible at www.ci.richmond.ca.us/opportunitysites. All attachments
and questions are available on the website.
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The City of Richmond hosted a pre-proposal meeting on Wednesday, June 7th to
address questions and provide an overview of the Opportunity Sites.
A second meeting will be held on Wednesday June 14th. Please RSVP to
mike_uberti@ci.richmond.ca.us.
Pre-Proposal Meeting #2
Wednesday, June 14, 2017 at 2:00
City Hall, Richmond Room
450 Civic Center Plaza
Richmond, California 94804

PM

(PST)

Please contact Mike Uberti at mike_uberti@ci.richmond.ca.us or (510) 620-6512 for
more information.
12. Summer of MINECRAFT Camp
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For the third summer in a row, the City of Richmond is hosting Summer of
MINECRAFT summer camp for student’s grades 4-8 and ages 9-13. This program
runs from Monday, June 12th to Friday, August 4th from 10:00 AM to noon.

13. Community Services Highlights
Alvarado School Goals Program Presentation
On June 2nd, the Richmond Annex Senior Center hosted a Special Presentation
from the Alvarado School Goals Program. The young adults each gave a
presentation about their life and their endeavors in finishing high school. Our
seniors were enthusiastic in encouraging them to complete the high school
diploma program and pursuing their future goals.
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After the presentation, the young adults and seniors mingled over lunch—we
enjoyed coordinating this intergenerational relationship with the students and
seniors.
On another note, the Music Sing-a-Long Program is growing with more talented
seniors! We now have 17 singers, including three guitarists that practice every
Friday at the Senior Center. We will eventually record their music so you can
hear their talent.

Kids to Park Visit--Nevin After School’s Visit to POGO PARK
Nevin Community Center staff members took after-school participants to Pogo
Park on Friday, May 26th. The youth enjoyed Pogo Park’s special playground
equipment which included a rope zip line and mini waterfall/river, and Zumba.
Mr. TC, Richmond’s local chess celebrity, was present mentoring youth in the
game.
Pogo Staff said the park’s success in the neighborhood is a result of constant
interaction and maintenance by Pogo staff, Richmond police, and local
residents. Did we mention they offer free haircuts for the youth?
Pogo Park is a great example of how a park should bring out the whimsical
sense of wonder for all ages.
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Call for Volunteers—Healthy Village Festival!
Are you all about health? Do you like working behind-the-scenes at events? If
you answered “yes” then helping out at Healthy Village Festival is the volunteer
opportunity for you! Volunteers will help with set-up, making and passing out
produce bags, hosting activity stations, helping with arts and crafts, conducting
surveys of participants, and clean-up. Volunteer hours are 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM.
Event Date: Saturday, June 24TH
Event Time: 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM
Volunteer Hours: 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM (2 shifts available: 8:00 AM – 11:00 AM and/or
11:00 AM – 2:00 PM)
No prior experience needed, but volunteers interested in working at outdoor
events, with children, and arts and crafts are a plus. Those with bilingual skills
(English/Spanish, English/Chinese) are appreciated. Small groups or volunteer
pairs encouraged! Opportunities for youth 14-17 are available. Orientation and
training provided onsite by staff.
Sign-up here!
Contact: Alicia Gallo
outreach@richmondmainstreet.org
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(510) 236-4049
14. Information Technology
Website Statistics
For the Week Ending 06-09-2017

Top 10 Pageviews for Current Week
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Tweets and Facebook followers are up!
Page views are up by 24%
People reached are up by 3%
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KCRT DATANET OF THE WEEK

City of Richmond Mobile APP UPDATE
The City of Richmond’s mobile phone app is available on the Apple App store and
Google Play store.
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This City of Richmond mobile app provides Richmond’s community members with
one-stop access to City services and information via mobile devices. The app allows
quick and real-time reporting of neighborhood-related issues; viewing the City’s
Events Calendar; finding addresses and phone numbers of local businesses, city
departments and council members. Locating one of Richmond’s numerous parks,
and welcoming libraries and community centers, including reserving rental space for
that special occasion are all done with ease! You may view the City’s mobile app on
YouTube: https://youtu.be/i4W1wVvB9fw The City of Richmond is looking forward to
feedback from the community on this upgraded Mobile App. We welcome your
comments at webservices@ci.richmond.ca.us
15. Engineering/CIP Departments
Engineering Projects
The Greenway/Ohlone Gap Closure project is continuing with the pouring of the
concrete for the foundation of the pedestrian bridge. The lowering and installation of
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the electrical line for the future crosswalk was completed. There was also additional
demolition completed.

Pouring of Concrete for the Foundation

Streets Division
Paving crews ground and paved 34th Street from Roosevelt Avenue to Garvin
Avenue and worked from the outstanding pothole list in various locations around the
City.
Street sweeping staff performed commercial and residential sweeping services for
the first Monday through Wednesday and the second Thursday and Friday in the
Parchester Village, Hilltop Bayview, Hilltop Green, Fairmede/Hilltop, Carriage Hills
North Side, El Sobrante Hills, Greenbriar, Hansford Heights, Via Verdi, San Pablo
Dam Road, Bristle Cone, Clinton Hill IV, and East Richmond neighborhood council
areas.
16. Infrastructure Maintenance and Operations
Crews performed weed abatement in various locations, abated alleyways and lots,
and continued removing illegal dumping and graffiti throughout the City.
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Illegal Dumping

Vacant Lot Clean-up
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Alleyway Clean-Up

Facilities Maintenance
Carpenters addressed safety issues at the Transit Village, built a new agility testing
wall for the Police Department, and installed new bicycle racks near the Main Library
entrance.
Painters continued with the painting of the exterior of the Senior Annex Community
Center and painted the apparatus door panels at Fire Stations 64 and 67.
Utility workers cleaned the exterior of entry doors at the Native American Health
Center, cleaned the carpet at the Port, set up multiple facilities for various events
and serviced 29 City owned buildings.
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Facility Set-Up

Stationary Engineers repaired a water leak in the heating system to the third floor of
City Hall, replaced broken tiles of the outdoor pool of the Richmond Swim Center,
and cleared the sewer lines at the Lucretia Edwards and Barbara J. Vincent Park
restrooms.
Electricians installed security lighting in the patio area of the Main Library, replaced
old lighting at the Recreation Complex, fixed lighting at the Dispatch Center, and
reprogrammed 10 traffic control locations along San Pablo Avenue, Richmond
Parkway, and Hilltop Drive.
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Lighting Replacement at the Recreation Complex

Parks and Landscaping Division
General maintenance crews completed weed abatement along the San Joaquin
Avenue sound wall, hauled mulch for Unity Park construction, performed irrigation
repairs at Civic Center Plaza, cut high fire zones, weeded the right of ways along
Valley View and May Roads, and weeded the Port area.
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Maintenance Along High Fire Zone Trail

The tree crew cut or timmed trees on Portrero Avenue and at Booker T. Anderson
Park.
Hilltop District crews continued maintenance around Hilltop Mall business area,
continued with the Richmond Country Club Vista landscaping project, and completed
weed abated off and on ramps on Atlas Road.
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Atlas Road Maintenance

Marina District crews trimmed trees, mulched throughout the Marina, and performed
landscape maintenance, graffiti removal, and irrigation repairs.
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Trimming and Maintenance in the Marina

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions or comments about these or any
other items of interest to you.

Have a great week!
Bill Lindsay
City Manager
City of Richmond
450 Civic Center Plaza
Richmond, California 94804
(510) 620-6512
Bill_lindsay@ci.richmond.ca.us
You can sign up to receive the City Manager’s weekly report and other information from the City of Richmond by
visiting: www.ci.richmond.ca.us/list.aspx
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