ARGUMENT IN FAVOR
OF MEASURE T

Blight and homelessness are pervasive and enduring problems in Richmond, both underfunded
and under-addressed

This measure will provide funding for code enforcement and cleanup of blighted vacant properties,
blight elimination, dumping cleanup and enforcement of legal actions to address blight. Vacant
properties negatively impact the community by attracting crime, blight and illegal dumping.
Properties that remain vacant undermine the safety and vitality of our neighborhoods and take up
space that could be used for housing and businesses, creating jobs and providing tax revenue.

This measure will also provide multiple services to mitigate homelessness. According to the Point in
Time count of January 2018, there were 270 unsheltered individuals in Richmond, living in
encampments under overpasses, in vacant lots, along freeways and railroad rights-of-way and
along creeks. Contra Costa County Health Services CORE team logged 721 unique contact points
with homeless individuals between January 2017 and April 2018.

Homeless encampments are significant problems for both the occupants and the surrounding
communities. They are unhealthy and unsafe for their unsheltered residents and have negative
impacts on community health and safety. Areas surrounding unmanaged encampments can
experience increases in blight and criminal activities including drug abuse and petty theft. They also
foster an image that the neighborhood is declining, which can affect property values and
community pride.

Measure T will have no effect on the vast majority of property owners who keep up their property
responsibly.

The undersigned Proponent(s) or Authors hereby state that such argument is frue and correct o the
best of their knowledge and belief.
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Below is contact information for the signers.
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e Tom Butt, Mayor of Richmond, tom.butt@intres.com, 510-220-1577
e Rosemary M. Corbin, Former mayor of Richmond, corbindr324@att.net, 510-235-5779
e Mister Phillips, WCCUSD Scholl Board Member, mister phillips@hotmail.com, 510-672-~
3756
e Eduardo Martinez, City Council Member of Richmond,
Eduardo Martinez@ci.richmond.ca.us; 510-712-4934
e Ben Choi, City Council Member, Richmond: bchoi@mcecleanenergy.org, 415-378-0318




