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• Maintain Historic Character of the 

Library

• Increase Public Safety

• Celebrate the Community through 

Public Art and Local History Room

• Provide 21st Century Spaces and 

Resources

Project Goals



Project Funding – State of California Building Forward Grant

• New Windows 

• Seismic Upgrades

• New Fire Alarm and Automatic 

Sprinklers

• Improved Security System



Project Funding – State of California Building Forward Grant

• Updated Lighting, Power and 

Mechanical systems

• New Ceiling and Flooring Finishes

• New Restrooms and Elevator



Other Project Funding – ARPA Funds, Developer Impact Fees, General Capital Fund

• New Fence and Gate at Courtyard

• New Roofing

• New Program Spaces

Other Project Funding



Project Schedule

Preliminary

Historic

Commission

Historic

Commission 

Public Hearing

Arts and 

Culture

Commission





SPANISH FOCUS GROUP 12/14/23 DISABILITY FOCUS GROUP 12/21/23

ENGLISH FOCUS GROUP 12/12/23 COMMUNITY MEETINGS 12/14/23



Community Engagement Outcomes



Community Engagement Outcomes





Design Concept Statement

The Richmond Public Library’s first major renovation since opening in 1949 melds 

the mid-century charm of the historic civic building with the vibrant spirit of the city’s 

storytellers. 

At all levels of the engagement process we heard a need to honor the resilience, 

creativity, and unique contributions of women and BIPOC communities, 

specifically African Americans, Indigenous, Latinx, and Asian Americans, to 

Richmond culture. 



Design Concept



Design Concept



Design Concept



Mediums/Styles of Artwork

Inspirational artists include Emmy Lou Packard, Rosie Lee 

Tompkins, Sherry Byrd (and family), John Wehrle, Victor 

Arnautoff, Diego Rivera, Faith Ringgold, Jacob Lawrence, Gees 

Bend Quilts, NIAD (various artists), and Abi Mustapha

Emmy Lou Packard





Locations of Artwork



Locations of Artwork – Main Reading Room Mural



Locations of Artwork – Main Reading Room Suspended Art - Entry



Locations of Artwork – Quiet Reading Room Non-Integrated Pieces



Locations of Artwork – Children’s Room Mural



Locations of Artwork – Children’s Room Suspended Art 



Locations of Artwork – Community Room




