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OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
 

Dear Candidate for the Richmond City Council: 
 
Thank you for your interest in becoming a Richmond City Council candidate.  With the passing 
of Measure J (Richmond Election Reform Act) during the November 5, 2024, General Municipal 
Election a Primary Municipal Election will be held on June 2, 2026, and the General Municipal 
Election will be held November 3, 2026, to fill the four-year term of mayor and three council 
seats in Districts 2, 3, and 4. 
 
This guide has been revised and updated to assist candidates with the necessary information 
needed to successfully run for office.  Whereas this guide is not all encompassing, it does cover 
all of the essential information that you will need to successfully file the proper paperwork with 
the City Clerk’s Office, the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC), and/or the Secretary of 
State.   
 
The nomination filing period for the Primary Municipal Election is Monday, February 9, 2026, 
through 5 p.m., Friday, March 6, 2026.  If an incumbent does not file for re-election for mayor or 
for council member in their district by 5 p.m., Friday, March 6, 2026, the nomination period for 
the mayor or for that district seat extends to 5 p.m., Wednesday, March 11, 2026, for NON-
INCUMBENTS ONLY.    (Elections Code 10225).  All candidates will be required to make an 
appointment to obtain and file nomination papers. Appointments may be made beginning 
Monday, February 2, 2026. 
 
As a candidate, you are required to file campaign reports.  Please note that all campaign reports 
may be filed electronically for free using NetFile; more information about that process is in this 
guide under the “Campaign Statement Filings” tab.  To file manually, please obtain official 
forms from the FPPC website at www.fppc.ca.gov.  The deadlines for filing statements may also 
be found in this guide under the “Campaign Statement Filings” tab.   For deadline dates that fall 
on a Saturday, Sunday or a holiday, use the next regular business day for transactions. 
 
For additional election related information not answered in this booklet, feel free to contact our 
office with the understanding that our staff cannot provide legal advice or legal interpretations.  
For your own protection we urge you, for those types of questions, to consult an attorney that 
specializes in election law.  Our office hours are Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.; 
phone (510) 620-6513.   

 
 
Pamela Christian 
Clerk of the City of Richmond  
 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/
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THIS CANDIDATE’S HANDBOOK IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE GENERAL 

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES AND COMMITTEES, AND DOES NOT HAVE THE 

FORCE AND EFFECT OF LAW, REGULATION OR RULE. IT IS DISTRIBUTED WITH 

THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE CITY CLERK OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND IS 

NOT RENDERING LEGAL ADVICE. THEREFORE, THE HANDBOOK IS NOT A 

SUBSTITUTE FOR LEGAL COUNSEL FOR THE INDIVIDUAL, ORGANIZATION OR 

CANDIDATE USING IT. THE CITY CLERK STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT ANY 

PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATE OBTAIN LEGAL ADVICE, TO ASSIST IN COMPLYING 

WITH APPLICABLE CALIFORNIA LAWS, INCLUDING THE CALIFORNIA ELECTIONS 

CODE AND CALIFORNIA GOVERNMENT CODE 
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CITY INFORMATION/CONTACT INFORMATION 

Candidates will be seen by APPOINTMENT ONLY.  Mask are strongly encouraged.  To 

schedule an appointment, please send an email or call the Clerk’s Office at the number 

listed below.  If sending an email, please include in the subject line:  “APPOINTMENT 

REQUEST” 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

• City Clerk’s Office (510) 620-6513
E-mails:

 MAIN: cityclerkdept@ci.richmond.ca.us
 TO SUBMIT ELECTION DOCUMENTS: Statements@ci.richmond.ca.us

• Fair Political Practice Commission – (866) ASK-FPPC, (866) 275-3772

 E-mail Advice: advice@fppc.ca.gov

 FPPC Website: www.fppc.ca.gov

 Secretary of State – Political Reform Division (916) 653-6224

QUALIFICATIONS FOR CANDIDATE 
Every candidate shall: 

A. Be a U.S. citizen. (Cal. Const., art. IV, § 2(c)1)
B. 18 years of age by Election Day
C. Be a registered voter in the City of Richmond to run for mayor or be a registered voter in the

district you wish to run for within the City of Richmond, and otherwise qualified to vote for
that office, at the time nomination papers are issued to the person.

D. Eligible to take the Oath of Office
E. Not have been convicted of a felony involving accepting or giving, or offering to give, any

bribe, the embezzlement of public money, extortion or theft of public money, perjury, or
conspiracy to commit any of those crimes. (Elections Code §20)

mailto:cityclerkdept@ci.richmond.ca.us
mailto:Statements@ci.richmond.ca.us
mailto:advice@fppc.ca.gov
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/
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Election Key Dates 
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NUMBER OF POSITIONS TO BE ELECTED 
 
 

CITY NUMBER OF POSITIONS  
TO BE ELECTED 

TERM OF 
OFFICE 

NUMBER OF 
SIGNATURES 

REQUIRED 
City of Richmond  1 – Mayor  

1 - Councilmember, District 2  
1 - Councilmember, District 3  
1 - Councilmember, District 4  

4 years  
4 years  
4 years  

40 
20 
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MAP OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND 
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MAP 201 – ADOPTED APRIL 7, 2022 

 
 
 

 
 

  



Page 16 of 102 
 

  



Page 17 of 102 
 

 
 
  

CITY OF RICHMOND VOTING DISTRICTS 
 

On January 21, 2020, the City of Richmond adopted Ordinance No. 04-20 
N.S. changing the system for electing members of the City Council from 
an at-large system to an election by district. 
 
The Mayor is still elected At Large; City Council Members are 
elected by districts. 
 
A person is not eligible to hold office as a City Council Member unless he 
or she is a registered voter and resides within the designated district 
boundary. 
 
Persons signing nomination petitions for a mayor candidate must be a 
registered voter in the City of Richmond.  Persons signing nomination 
petitions for a City Council Member shall be registered to vote in the 
district from which the Council Member is to be elected. 
 
Dates of election:  
Mayor June 2026 
District 1                            June 2028 
District 2                        June 2026 
District 3                           June 2026 
District 4                           June 2026 
District 5                           June 2028 
District 6 June 2028 
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NON-USE OF PUBLIC RESOURCES/CITY FACILITIES FOR CAMPAIGNING 

California Code, Government Code - GOV § 8314 

Current as of January 01, 2023 | Updated by Findlaw Staff 

(a) It is unlawful for any elected state or local officer, including any state or local appointee, 
employee, or consultant, to use or permit others to use public resources for a campaign activity, 
or personal or other purposes which are not authorized by law. 

(b) For purposes of this section: 

(1) “Personal purpose” means those activities the purpose of which is for personal enjoyment, 
private gain or advantage, or an outside endeavor not related to state business. “Personal 
purpose” does not include the incidental and minimal use of public resources, such as equipment 
or office space, for personal purposes, including an occasional telephone call. 

(2) “Campaign activity” means an activity constituting a contribution as defined in Section 
82015 or an expenditure as defined in Section 82025. “Campaign activity” does not include the 
incidental and minimal use of public resources, such as equipment or office space, for campaign 
purposes, including the referral of unsolicited political mail, telephone calls, and visitors to 

private political entities. 

(3) “Public resources” means any property or asset owned by the state or any local agency, 
including, but not limited to, land, buildings, facilities, funds, equipment, supplies, telephones, 
computers, vehicles, travel, and state-compensated time. 

(4) “Use” means a use of public resources which is substantial enough to result in a gain or 
advantage to the user or a loss to the state or any local agency for which a monetary value may 
be estimated. 

COUNCIL RULES OF PROCEDURES AND ORDER 
J.   Campaigning at Meetings 

 
City Council chambers during City Council meetings are a campaign-free zone. Election 
of individuals to the Council or other office is not within the Council’s subject matter 
jurisdiction, and speakers may not campaign for or against candidates for office at Council 
meetings. Ballot measures, on the other hand, are within the jurisdiction of the Council 
and may be discussed; and speakers may criticize the City’s policies, programs, services or 
acts or omissions of the Council or its members.  The following are examples of 
permissible comments:  “Vote for Measure A”, “Vote against Measure D”, “The streets 

https://www.findlaw.com/company/our-team.html
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000211&refType=LQ&originatingDoc=I8bc32770b19911ef8b4096e3fce8e92a&cite=CAGTS82015
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000211&refType=LQ&originatingDoc=I8bc32770b19911ef8b4096e3fce8e92a&cite=CAGTS82015
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000211&refType=LQ&originatingDoc=I8bc32771b19911ef8b4096e3fce8e92a&cite=CAGTS82025


Page 20 of 102 
 

are filled with potholes”, “The Council is doing a poor job”, “Councilmember Smith is a 
lousy councilmember.” The following comments are examples of impermissible 
comments outside of the City’s subject matter jurisdiction:  “Vote for Smith”, “Vote 
against Smith”. 

 
City facilities that are not generally open to political campaigning include government 
administration buildings and certain operational facilities.  
 
Specific examples of City of Richmond facilities not available for general campaigning include: 
 

• Richmond City Hall 

• Richmond Police Department and Fire Stations 

 (implied by "City property" rule and general practice) 
• City libraries (such as the  

• Point Richmond Library 
• Booker T. Anderson Community Center 

• Richmond Recreation Complex 

 and other community centers 
• Richmond Memorial Auditorium 

• Public Works facilities and corporation yards 

• Any city-owned land or rights-of-way where political signs are prohibited  

The rule of thumb is that any facility primarily used for official city business and services is off-
limits for campaign activities to prevent the misuse of public resources and ensure a non-political 
environment for city employees and residents conducting official business.  
 
Parks and open spaces are often an exception and considered public forums, meaning they may 
be used for campaigning, provided all general park use rules and permit requirements (if 
applicable) are followed and there is no special access granted due to a candidate's official 
position.  
 

.  

 
  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fviewer%2Fplace%3Fmid%3D%2Fg%2F1v6p54xq%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjO093ck4SRAxVBMDQIHScBL1EQqdYPegYIAQgEEAI&data=05%7C02%7Cpamela_christian%40ci.richmond.ca.us%7C0976bfbd615e4671173308de2945971b%7C8ab93658f71f4926b380e0da1d18115a%7C1%7C0%7C638993576055947606%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3Z%2FrFDV%2BNvJfK%2FHmLCI1meDTTes0fn161ih3m1IR1tg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fviewer%2Fplace%3Fmid%3D%2Fg%2F1tf31mg3%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjO093ck4SRAxVBMDQIHScBL1EQqdYPegYIAQgEEAc&data=05%7C02%7Cpamela_christian%40ci.richmond.ca.us%7C0976bfbd615e4671173308de2945971b%7C8ab93658f71f4926b380e0da1d18115a%7C1%7C0%7C638993576055964432%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Z89rPpSUYpbefH1xdAe9wZUj7axS7UVs5r1Lgwch9xY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fviewer%2Fplace%3Fmid%3D%2Fg%2F1tdylfgz%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjO093ck4SRAxVBMDQIHScBL1EQqdYPegYIAQgEEAo&data=05%7C02%7Cpamela_christian%40ci.richmond.ca.us%7C0976bfbd615e4671173308de2945971b%7C8ab93658f71f4926b380e0da1d18115a%7C1%7C0%7C638993576055980131%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HErFGQbSB4yFbefKZhrKeaXcbKjWzYYH1cK%2BJxmXkHc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fviewer%2Fplace%3Fmid%3D%2Fg%2F1tg9nc35%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjO093ck4SRAxVBMDQIHScBL1EQqdYPegYIAQgEEA0&data=05%7C02%7Cpamela_christian%40ci.richmond.ca.us%7C0976bfbd615e4671173308de2945971b%7C8ab93658f71f4926b380e0da1d18115a%7C1%7C0%7C638993576055995458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i3tNWgBpuLYn80p515WYTDW9KH9RvINcobAoiunfLsg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fviewer%2Fplace%3Fmid%3D%2Fg%2F1tj2npk1%26sa%3DX%26ved%3D2ahUKEwjO093ck4SRAxVBMDQIHScBL1EQqdYPegYIAQgEEBA&data=05%7C02%7Cpamela_christian%40ci.richmond.ca.us%7C0976bfbd615e4671173308de2945971b%7C8ab93658f71f4926b380e0da1d18115a%7C1%7C0%7C638993576056010565%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m1IgsJ3hhNw%2B2dBRl4KPGBQGlAu%2FrL8j7cec4V25xXU%3D&reserved=0
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NOMINATION PROCESS FLOWCHART 

  

CANDIIDATE
Wants to run for office

Call for an appointment

Gathers Signatures/
Completes Papers

Make an appointment to 
File Nomination

Papers

Reviews and Accepts 
Papers

Collects Filing and 
Candidate Statements 

Fees

ELECTION OFFICIAL
Verify Registration and 

Residence
Issue nomination 

paperwork

Accepts Declaration of 
Candidacy

Transmit Nomination 
Papers to County

Completes Declaration of 
Candidacy

Issues Declaration of 
Candidacy

COUNTY ELECTIONS
Verify Signatures

Qualifies Candidate
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FILING AS A CANDIDATE 
 
“GETTING STARTED”  
 

• Review the Fair Political Practices Commission (“FPPC”) Campaign Disclosure 
Manual 2, which is available online at www.fppc.ca.gov.  This manual provides 
information on campaign disclosure rules as required under the Political Reform Act.  If 
you have any questions, the FPPC provides advice by phone at 1-800-275-3772 or by 
e-mail at advice@fppc.ca.gov. 

  
• File FPPC Form 501 Candidate Intention Statement with the City Clerk before receiving 

contributions or spending your own funds.  (Blank forms are available at 
www.fppc.ca.gov and Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 gives detailed instructions for 
completing Form 501). 

 
• Keep a record of all expenditures and contributions of $25 or more (refer to Campaign 

Disclosure Manual 2 for record keeping guidelines). 
 

• Never accept or spend $100 or more in cash. 
 

• Open a bank account if you plan to receive contributions from others or you plan to 
expend personal funds totaling $2,000 or more.  All money used for campaign purposes, 
including the candidate’s personal funds, must be deposited in the campaign bank 
account prior to the expenditure.  The only exception is the filing fee and candidate 
statement deposit.   

 
File FPPC Form 410 Statement of Organization with the Secretary of State along with a filing 
fee of $50.00, made payable to the Secretary of State, within 10 days of receiving $2,000 in 
contributions. File a copy of the form 410 with the city clerk.   (Blank forms are available at 
www.fppc.ca.gov and Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 gives detailed instructions for completing 
Form 410). 
 
“PULLING PAPERS” February 9 – March 6 (5 p.m.*)  
The following papers are included in the nomination packet and must be filed with the City Clerk 
before the close of the nomination period: (*The filing period extends, for NON-INCUMBENTS 
ONLY, to 5 p.m. Wednesday, March 11, 2026, if an incumbent does not file to run for their seat 
by Friday, March 6, 2026, 5 p.m.)  

• Nomination Paper (mandatory) 
• Ballot Designation Worksheet (mandatory) 
• FPPC Form 700 – Statement of Economic Interest (mandatory) 
• Candidate’s Statement and filing fee Deposit (optional – must be filed w/Nomination Paper) 
• Subscription to Code of Fair Campaign Practices (optional) 
• Statement of Responsibility for Political Signs (mandatory) 
• Candidate acknowledgement of sign regulation (mandatory) 
• Declaration of Candidacy (mandatory – does not leave office file) 
• Filing Fee - $1,674 (mandatory – Mayoral seat); $605.88 (mandatory - Council seat), 

Pursuant to Article V, Section 2 of the City Charter (please refer to Appendix A, 
Ordinance No. 6-81 N.S. in this guide).  

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html#title2
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html#title2
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html#title2
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules.html
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/501.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules.html
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html#title2
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html#title2
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html#title2
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html#title2
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html#title2
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/410.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules.html
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html#title2
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/Form700.html
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• Any candidate who is financially unable to pay the filing fee may submit a petition 
containing signatures of registered voters in lieu of the filing fee.  The City Clerk 
shall furnish an in-lieu petition for securing signatures to any indigent candidate upon 
request; provided that such a candidate completes an affidavit, supplied by the City 
Clerk, certifying under penalty of perjury that he or she is financially unable to pay 
the filing fee.  The substitution of signatures for filing fees shall be subject to the 
following provisions: 

 
(1) Pursuant to Election Code 8162 – the elections official shall reduce the 

required number of signatures on an in-lieu-filing-fee petition by the same 
proportion as the reduction in the number of days for the candidate to 
collect signatures on such a petition compared to the number of days for a 
candidate to collect signatures on a petition, as provided by subdivision (b) 
of Section 8106.  Pursuant to Election Code 8106 - if the number of 
registered voters in the district in which a candidate seeks nomination is 
2,000 or more, the candidate may submit a petition containing three 
signatures of registered voters for each dollar of the filing fee, or 7 percent 
of the total of registered voters in the district in which the candidate seeks 
nomination, whichever is less. 

(2)    
• For mayor a total of 5,022 signatures of registered voters required 

(3 x $1,674 filing fee) or a total of 4,171 signatures of registered 
voters required (7 percent of 59,580 At Large registered voters).   

• For a district seat a total of 1,818 signatures of registered voters in 
the district required (3 x $605.88 filing fee) or (7 percent of 
registered voters as follows: 

• District 2 – 7 percent of 8,925 registered voters is 625 required 
signatures 

• District 3 – 7 percent of 8,551 registered voters is 599 required 
signatures 

• District 4 – 7 percent of 12,710 registered voters is 890 required 
signatures 

 
(2) Registered voters who sign an in-lieu petition for a mayoral candidate 

must live in the City of Richmond.  If signing for a district seat candidate, 
the registered voter must live in the district of the candidate running for 
office and must be eligible to vote for the candidate. 

 
(3) A registered voter may sign both a candidate’s nomination papers and 

his/her in-lieu petition, but the signature appearing on the candidate’s in-
lieu petition shall not count toward the number of signatures required to 
be submitted on the nomination papers. 

 
(4) In-lieu petitions shall be filed at least 30 days before the close of the 

nomination period. A potential candidate must file an in-lieu petition with 
the City Clerk by February 4, 2026, 5 p.m. 

 
(5) After the signatures on an in-lieu petition have been verified, the City 

Clerk shall immediately notify the candidate of any deficiencies.  The 
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candidate may submit a supplemental petition with the necessary number 
of valid signatures at any time prior to the close of the nomination period. 

 
(6) A candidate may submit a greater number of signatures to allow for 

subsequent losses due to invalidity of some signatures, but the validity of a 
greater number of signatures than that required by subsection 1, above, 
shall not be determined. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE COMPLETION OF PAPERS  
INCLUDED IN NOMINATION PACKET 

 
“Nomination Papers” (mandatory) 

 
Nomination papers hold 10 signatures per form.   
 
For the Mayoral seat: 
1. You will need 40 and no more than 60 registered voters to sign your Nomination 

Paper.   
2. Each signer must be a registered voter in the City of Richmond.  
3. Circulators must be 18 years of age or older. 
4. Each signer must sign his/her name, print his/her name, and print his/her address. 
5. Only one person per sheet may circulate  Nomination Papers.   The circulator does 

not need to  reside within the City of Richmond. You may circulate your own paper.   
Have the circulator complete the Affidavit of Circulator.  Leave the Notary section 
blank; this will be completed at the time you file your Nomination Paper with the 
City Clerk. 
 

For a district seat on the council: 
1. You will need 20 and no more than 30 registered voters to sign your Nomination 

Paper.   
2. Each signer must be registered in the  district of which you are running for within the 

City of Richmond. 
3. Each signer must sign his/her name, print his/her name, and print his/her address 
4. Signers must not sign more than one council district nomination paper—otherwise the 

signature is not counted.   
5. Only one person per sheet may circulate  Nomination Papers. Circulators must be 18 

years of age or older.  The circulator does not need to  reside within the district you 
are running for.  You may circulate your own paper.   Have the circulator complete 
the Affidavit of Circulator.  Leave the Notary section blank; this will be completed at 
the time you file your Nomination Paper with the City Clerk. 

 
“Ballot Designation Worksheet” (mandatory) 
 
The Ballot Designation Worksheet supports the use of the ballot designation and is 
required to be completed by all candidates.  If the information requested is not applicable, 
candidates may write N/A in the space provided.  Your ballot designation is your name 
and occupation as it will appear on the official ballot.  Your occupation must be your 
principal profession, vocation, or occupation and may be no more than three words; 
however, you may use the full title of the elective office you currently hold.   
 
Ballot designations may be rejected if they do not comply with the rules set by the 
California Election Code 13107. The candidate will be notified by phone or by registered 
or certified mail, with a return receipt, addressed to the mailing address appearing on the 
candidate’s ballot designation worksheet. If an alternative designation is not provided 
within the time allowed, no designation will appear on the ballot.  (EC 13107, 13107.3, 
13107.5) 
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What can be used as a Ballot Designation? 

• Elective Office: Words designating the elective office which the candidate currently 
holds at the time of filing.  

Councilmember, City of Antioch 
Director, Diablo Water District, Ward 1 

• Incumbent: May be used if the candidate is running for the same office that he or she 
holds at the time of filing. 

 “Incumbent”  stands alone 
If candidate was appointed to fill a vacancy, use “Appointed Incumbent” 

• 3-word Profession/Vocation/Occupation: No more than three words designating either 
the current principal professions, vocations, or occupations of the candidate.  

 
Or the occupation, vocation, or profession of the candidate during the 
calendar year immediately preceding the filing of nomination documents 

a) Businessman/Father 
b) Attorney/Author 
c) Retired Firefighter Retired must precede the profession 

 
• Community Volunteer: Candidate has no current occupation and is a volunteer 

“Community Volunteer” stands alone 
 

NOT Acceptable 
Incumbent/Business Owner 

City Councilwoman/Lawyer/Mother (too many words) 
Veteran 
Activist 

Police Officer, Retired 
Expert, Honest, or Virtuous Anything 
UCLA Professor (no specific names) 

Director, Smith Foundation (no specific names) 
Advocate 

 
Guidelines for acceptable ballot designations: Is it true? Is it accurate? Is it misleading? Is 
it generic? Is it neutral? Is it how you make a living? 
 
Public Review Period: 
After the close of the filing period, anyone may examine any candidate’s ballot 
designation. During a 10‐calendar‐day period commencing the day after the close of the 
filing period, any voter of the jurisdiction in which the election is being held may seek a 
writ of mandate or an injunction challenging a ballot designation. No challenges may be 
submitted to or will be considered by the Registrar.  (EC 13313, 13314) 

 
“Statement of Economic Interest” (mandatory) 
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Complete the FPPC Form 700 – Statement of Economic Interests.  The report should 
cover the 12-month period prior to filing your Nomination Paper.  (Blank forms are 
available at www.fppc.ca.gov and Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 gives detailed 
instructions for completing Form 700.) 
 
“Candidate’s Statement of Qualifications” (optional) 

 
Candidate’s Statement (optional) - This is a 250 word statement which will be printed in 
the sample ballot and mailed to voters. The “Candidate Statement” is designed to 
familiarize voters with a candidate’s qualifications and is mailed to registered voters. 
CANDIDATE STATEMENT FORMAT – THE FOLLOWING ARE NOT 
ALLOWED: Bullets, stars, or asterisks, underlines, bolding, all caps (except for 
acronyms or abbreviations), lists, italics, indentation, or any other special characters. 
The cost of the statement is: Mayor $1.347.00; District (2) $330.00; District (3) $322.00; 
and District (4) $406.00 - and is paid by the Candidate. The Statement shall contain no 
more than 250 words (see Appendix B for the word count chart) relating to the 
candidate’s education and qualifications.  The statement will be mailed to voters along 
with the sample ballot and other official election material; the candidate must e-mail the 
text of the Statement to the City Clerk prior to filing his or her Nomination Petition. 
Statements must be e-mailed to Statements@ci.richmond.ca.us.  The Statement cannot 
be changed, but may be withdrawn until 5:00 p.m. on the next working day 
following the close of the nominating period. 

 
The statement of each candidate will be printed in block form, in type of uniform size and 
darkness, and with uniform spacing.   

 
Unfortunately, candidate statements from the Primary Municipal election will not 
automatically be printed in the November 3, 2026, ballot.  Candidates that move forward 
to the November 3, 2026, General Municipal Election must pay for their candidate 
statement used in the primary to be printed in the general election, or may submit a new 
candidate statement. 

 
Public Review Period: 
After the close of the filing period, anyone may examine “Candidate Statements.” During 
a 10-calendar day period, commencing the day after the close of the filing period, any 
voter of the jurisdiction in which the election is being held or the county elections official 
may seek a writ of mandate or an injunction challenging any or all of the material in a 
“Candidate Statement.” No challenges may be submitted to the Registrar or will be 
considered by the Registrar. (EC 13313, 13314) 
 
Candidate statements will be published at the City Clerk’s 2026 Election page: 
ELECTION 2026 | Richmond, CA - Official Website 
 
IMPORTANT POINTS TO REMEMBER – STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS 
 
•Candidate Statements are optional. 
•Statement shall not refer to opponents in any manner and may not include party 
affiliation of the candidate, nor membership or activity in partisan political organization. 
 
Candidates must select one: 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/Form700.html
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules.html
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html#title2
mailto:Statements@ci.richmond.ca.us
https://ca-richmond3.civicplus.com/4771/ELECTION-2026
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•Candidate Statement of Qualifications agreement or 
•Do not wish to file a Candidate Statement. 
 
Candidates are encouraged to: 
 
•Carefully review the Candidate Statement Guidelines. 
•Thoroughly review and proof the statement before filing. It cannot be changed after it 
has been officially filed. 

 
“Subscription to Code of Fair Campaign Practices (optional) 
 
By subscribing to the “Code of Fair Campaign Practices,” a candidate vows to follow the 
principles of decency, honesty, and fair play. 
 
“Statement of Responsibility for Political Signs” (mandatory) 
 
A completed Statement of Responsibility must be submitted to: 
 
 Division of Traffic Operations 
 Outdoor Advertising Program 
 P.O. Box 942874, MS-36 
 Sacramento, CA 94274-0001 
 
A copy of the statement will be a part of the candidate’s file and mailed to the above 
address by the Filing Official. 
 
“Candidate acknowledgement of sign regulation” (mandatory) 

 
A completed and signed Statement of Acknowledgement must be submitted when filing 
campaign documents. 

 
“Declaration of Candidacy” (mandatory) EC 8001, 8800, 8801 (completed upon filing 
papers – remains in office file) 
 
The “Declaration of Candidacy” is filed by a candidate for Federal, State, County, 
County Central Committee/County Council, City, School and Special District offices. 
The “Declaration of Candidacy” is an official document in which the candidate indicates 
how his/her name and ballot designation is to appear on the ballot. The candidate declares 
that he/she meets the statutory and/or constitutional qualifications for the office sought, 
and that if nominated, the candidate will accept the nomination and not withdraw. 
 
* - A candidate may, in a written statement signed and dated by the candidate, designate a 
person to receive a declaration of candidacy form from the elections official and deliver it 
to the candidate.  The statement shall include language indicating that the candidate is 
aware that the declaration of candidacy must be properly executed and delivered to the 
City Clerk, the elections official, by the 88th day, March 6, 2026, prior to the direct 
primary election.  That statement shall be retained by the elections official. 
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“Filing Fee” - $1,674 (mandatory – Mayoral seat); $605.88 (mandatory - Council 
seat); refer to Article V, Section 2 of the City Charter (please refer to Ordinance No. 6-81 
N.S. in Appendix A of this guide).  
 
Filing Fees: 
Without Candidate’s Statement (Mayoral seat $1,674.00); (District seat $605.88) 
With Optional Candidate’s Statement  (Mayoral seat - $1,374.00; District seats (2) - 
$330.00; (3) - $322.00; and (4) - $406.00). 
 

 Total Fees: 
• Mayoral candidates: $3,021.00 
• Councilmember District 2: $935.88 
• Councilmember District 3: $927.99 
• Councilmember District 4: $1,011.88 
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CAMPAIGN STATEMENT FILINGS 
 
If you raise or spend money in connection with your election, you will be required to file 
Campaign Statements (FPPC Form 460 or  FPPC Form 470).  The filing deadlines for the City 
of Richmond are below; information may be obtained on-line at www.fppc.ca.gov (click onto 
“learn” then “campaign rules,” then “Where and When to File Campaign Statements,” then 
“When to File Campaign Statements:  State & Local Filing Schedules”).  Review the FPPC 
Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 for instructions on campaign filings.  Please be advised that the 
City of Richmond required three pre-election statements which may be filed electronically for 
free at https://www.netfile.com/Filer 
 

 
Filing Schedule for 

Candidates and Controlled Committees for Local Office 
Who Will be Voted Upon at the June 2, 2026, Election 

  
Deadline Period Form      Notes 

Feb 2, 2026 
Semi-Annual 

1/1/25 – 12-31-25 460 or  
470 

• 460: All committees must file this statement. 
• 470: If a candidate raised or spent less than $2,000 during 

2025, file Form 470 (see below). 
• The January 31 deadline falls on a Saturday, so the 

deadline is extended to the next business day. 
Within 24 
Hours Election 
Cycle Reports 

 

3/4/26 -6/2/26 497 • File if a contribution of $1,000 or more in the aggregate is 
received from a single source. 

• File if a contribution of $1,000 or more in the aggregate is 
made to or in connection with another candidate or 
measure listed on the June 2, 2026, ballot. 

• The recipient of a non-monetary contribution of $1,000 or 
more in aggregate must file a Form 497 within 48 hours 
from the time the contribution is received. 

• File by personal delivery, e-mail, guaranteed overnight 
service, fax or online, if available. The committee may 
also file online, if available. 

Apr 23, 2026 
1st Pre-Election 

1/1/26 – 4/18/26    460  
or 

470 

• Each candidate listed on the ballot must file either Form 
460 or Form 470 (see below). 

May 21, 2026 
2nd Pre-Election 

4/19/26 – 5/19/26 460 • All committees must file this report. 
• Paper copies must be filed by personal delivery or 

guaranteed overnight service only. The committee may also 
file online electronic system, if available. 

May 28, 2026 
3nd Pre-Election 

5/19/26 – 5/28/26 460 
 

• City Ordinance No. 4-91 N.S.  
 

Within 24 
Hours 

5/29/25 -6/1/25 497 • The recipient of monetary contributions of $250 or more 
must file a Form 497 within 24 hours from the time the 
contribution is received. 

Jul 31, 2026 
Semi-Annual 

5/17/26 – 6/30/26 460 • All committees must file Form 460 unless the committee 
filed termination Forms 410 and 460 before June 30, 2026. 

 
Additional Notes: 
 
• Period Covered:  The period covered by any statement begins on the day after the closing date of the last 

statement filed, or January 1, if no previous statement has been filed. 
• Deadline Extensions: Deadlines are extended when they fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or an official state 

holiday. This extension does not apply to 24-hour/10-Day Contribution Report (Form 497) that is due the 
weekend before the election, and this extension never applies to any 24-Hour/10-Day Independent Expenditure 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/470%20IA.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules.html
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html#title2
https://www.netfile.com/Filer/Authentication/LogIn?ReturnUrl=%2fFiler
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/470.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/497.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/470.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/documentcenter/view/37864
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
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reports (Form 496). Such reports must be filed within 24 hours regardless of the day of the week. Statements 
filed after the deadline are subject to a $10 per day late fine.  

• Method of Delivery: All paper filings are filed by personal delivery or first class mail unless otherwise noted. A 
paper copy of a statement may not be required if filing electronically 

• Form 501: All candidates must file Form 501 (Candidate Intention Statement) before soliciting/receiving 
contributions.  

• Form 460: Candidates who have raised/spent $2,000 or more file the Form 460. The Form 410 (Statement of 
Organization) must also be filed once $2,000 or more has been raised/spent.  

• Form 470 (2025): Non-incumbent candidates who raised or spent less than $2,000 during 2025 and did not have 
an open committee must file Form 470 by February 2, 2026. 

• Form 470 (2026): Candidates who do not raise or spend $2,000 or more (or anticipate raising or spending 
$2,000 or more) in 2026 and do not have an open committee may file Form 470 on or before April 23, 2026.  If 
the candidate raises or spends $2,000 or more later during the calendar year, a Form 470 Supplement and a Form 
410 must be filed. 

• Independent Expenditures: Committees making independent expenditures totaling $1,000 or more to support 
or oppose candidates or ballot measures also file:  
•  496: This form is due within 24 hours if made in the 90-day, 24-hour reporting period of the candidate’s or 

measure’s election. Refer to the applicable filing schedule. Form 496 is filed with the filing officer in the 
jurisdiction of the affected candidate or measure. 

• 462: This verification form must be e-mailed to the FPPC within 10 days of making an independent 
expenditure of $1,000 or more. Once the California Access Replacement System (CARS) system is live, 
this report will be eliminated, and the information captured on other reports. 

 
• After the election: Reporting requirements will depend on whether the candidate is successful and whether a 

campaign committee is open. See Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 for additional information. 
 
• Public Documents: All statements and reports are public documents. 
  
•   Resources: Resources: Campaign manuals and other instructional materials are available on the Campaign 
Rules page. You can also visit fppc.ca.gov/> Learn > Campaign Rules. Refer to the FPPC video tutorial for 
candidates and treasurers for basic information for candidates and committees. 
 
Campaign manuals and instructional materials are available at  www.fppc.ca.gov. 
 
  

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/496.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/462.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules.html
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules.html
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/
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Filing Schedule for Candidates and  

their Controlled Committees for Local Office  
Listed on the November 3, 2026, Ballot 

 

 
Additional Notes: 

• *Period Covered: The period covered by any statement begins on the day after the closing date of the last statement 
filed, or January 1, if no previous statement has been filed. 

• Local Ordinance: Always check whether additional local rules apply. 

• Deadline Extensions: Deadlines are extended when they fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or an official state holiday. 
This extension does not apply to a 24- hour/10-day Contribution Report (Form 497) that is due the weekend before 
the election, and this extension never applies to any 24-hour/10-day Independent Expenditure Report (Form 496). 
Such reports must be filed within 24 hours, regardless of the day of the week. 

• Method of Delivery: Unless otherwise noted, all paper filings may be filed by first-class mail. A paper copy of a 
statement may not be required if a local agency requires online filing pursuant to a local ordinance. 

• Form 501: All candidates must file Form 501 (Candidate Intention Statement) before soliciting/receiving 
contributions. 

• Form 460: Candidates who have raised/spent $2,000 or more file Form 460. The Form 410 (Statement of 
Organization) must also be filed once $2,000 or more has been raised/spent. 

• Form 470: Candidates who do not raise or spend $2,000 or more (or anticipate raising or spending $2,000 or more) 
in 2026 and do not have an open committee may file Form 470 on or before September 24, 2026. If the candidate 
raises or spends $2,000 or more, later during the calendar year, a Form 470 Supplement and a Form 410 must be 
filed. 

• Independent Expenditures: Committees making independent expenditures totaling $1,000 or more to support or 
oppose other candidates or ballot measures also file: 

Deadline Period Form Notes 
Jul 31, 2026 

Semi-Annual 
* – 6/30/26 460 • All committees must file this statement. 

Within 24 
Hours 
Election 
Cycle 
Reports 

8/5/26 – 11/3/26 497 • File if a contribution of $1,000 or more in the aggregate is 
received from a single source. 

• File if a contribution of $1,000 or more in the aggregate is made 
to or in connection with another candidate or measure listed on 
the November 3, 2026, ballot. 

• The recipient of a non-monetary contribution of $1,000 or more 
in the aggregate must file a Form 497 within 48 hours of 
receiving the contribution. 

• File by personal delivery, e-mail, guaranteed overnight 
service, or fax. The committee may also file online if available. 

Sep 24, 2026 
1st Pre-Election 

7/1/26 – 9/19/26 460 or 
470 

• Each candidate listed on the ballot must file Form 460 or Form 
470 (see below). 

Oct 22, 2026 
2nd Pre-
Election 

9/20/26 – 
10/17/26 

460 • All committees must file this statement. 
• File by personal delivery or guaranteed overnight service. The 

committee may also file online if available. 
Oct 29, 2026 
3rd Pre-Election 

10/18/26 – 
10/29/26 

460 • City Ordinance No. 4-91 N.S. 

Feb 1, 2027 
Semi-Annual 

10/18/26 – 
12/31/26 

460 • All committees must file Form 460 unless the 
committee filed termination Forms 410 and 460 before 
December 31, 2026. 

• The January 31 deadline falls on a Sunday, so the deadline is 
extended to the next business day. 

https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/501.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/497.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/470.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
http://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/documentcenter/view/37864
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/460.pdf
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• Form 496: This form is due within 24 hours if made in the 90-day, 24-hour reporting period of the 
candidate’s or measure’s election. Refer to the applicable filing schedule. Form 496 is filed with the 
filing officer in the jurisdiction of the affected candidate or measure. 

 
• Form 462: This verification form must be e-mailed to the FPPC within 10 days. 

• After the Election: Reporting requirements will depend on whether the candidate is successful and whether a 
campaign committee is open. See Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 for additional information. 

• Public Documents: All statements and reports are public documents. 

• Resources: Campaign manuals and other instructional materials are available on the Campaign Rules page. Or, visit 
www.fppc.ca.gov > Learn > Campaign Rules. Refer to the FPPC video tutorial for candidates and treasurers for 
basic information for candidates and committees. 

 
FILING ELECTRONICALLY – USING NETFILE 

 
ACCESS TO NETFILE 
 
The City Clerk’s Office will create a NetFile account using the information provided on your 
Form 410. The individual who will be managing the NetFile campaign account must create a 
user ID and then link it to the campaign account by following the following instructions: 
 
Step 1:  Create a User ID 

• Go to https://netfile.com/Filer 
• Click on “Create a New NetFile User” 
• Complete the form 
• Receive email from NetFile to confirm registration and receive a password 

 
Step 2:  Link User ID to Campaign Account 

• Go back to https://netfile.com/Filer 
• Log in using the username and password created in Step 1 
• Click on “Link Local Campaign Filer Account” 
• Enter committee information  

 
PLEASE NOTE: 
 

1. You are not required to file a paper copy of your campaign statement if you file 
electronically.  

2. The FPPC is very pro-active in monitoring if candidates file campaign statements on 
time; please file reports by the due date. 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/496.pdf
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Forms/462.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Manuals/Manual_2/Final_Manual_2_Entire_Manual.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Manuals/Manual_2/Final_Manual_2_Entire_Manual.pdf
https://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules.html
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/
https://netfile.com/Filer
https://netfile.com/Filer
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RECORD KEEPING 
 
Candidates should review the FPPC Campaign Disclosure Manual 2 regarding record keeping.  
All money used for campaign purposes, including your personal funds, must be deposited into a 
separate campaign bank account prior to the expenditure.  The only exception is the filing fee 
and candidate statement deposit.   
 
Detailed records need to be kept for expenditures and contributions of $25 or more.  Your 
records should include: 
 

Date 
Amount (record the amount of each transaction and also the total cumulative amount)  
Name and Address of Contributor (or Payee) 
Contributor’s Occupation and Employer (for contributions of $100 or more) 
Description 

 
Be sure to keep originals of canceled checks, vouchers, invoices, and keep photocopies of 
checks.  Also be sure to keep dates and daily totals of all expenditures and contributions.  
Records must be kept for four years after the election.   
 
 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules/campaign-disclosure-manuals.html#title2
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CAMPAIGN SIGNS 
 

Display of Signs 
 
ALL CANDIDATES MUST OBTAIN A SIGN PERMIT BEFORE DISPLAYING OR 
ERECTING POLITICAL SIGNS. 
 
Political signs can be displayed 90 days before the election, but only after you have been 
officially qualified to run for office.  You will be contacted by the Filing Official (City Clerk or 
Deputy City Clerk).  It is illegal to display or erect signs in state, county, or city rights-of-way or 
on City property. 
 
Complaints and Removal of Illegally Posted Signs 
 
Complaints about the location of political signs must be reviewed quickly to determine if signs 
have been posted on public or private property.  The City of Richmond does not have the 
authority to remove signs posted on private property, i.e. residence or business. 
 
Candidates who illegally post political signs will receive a letter from the City Clerk informing 
them that their signs have been posted illegally.  The letter will include the location and request 
that the removal be completed within three days.  Signs that are not removed with the three-day 
period will be removed by Code Enforcement and the candidate will be billed for the cost. 
 
Removal of Signs Following The Election 
 
All political signs must be removed within 10 days after the election. 
 

Where to Obtain a Sign Permit 

 
Richmond City Hall Building, Planning Division, 450 Civic Center Plaza, 2nd Floor 
(510) 620-6706. 
 

 
Campaign Sign Regulations 
 

Richmond Municipal Code (RMC) 15.04.609.160 Permits for Multiple Temporary Signs 
RMC Website: https://libra1y .municode.com/ca/richmond 
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ELECTIONEERING AT POLLING PLACES/USE OF CITY FACILITIES 
June 2 and November 3, 2026, Elections 

California Code, Elections Code - ELEC § 18541 

Current as of January 01, 2023 | Updated by FindLaw Staff 

 Pursuant to California Elections Code Section 18541, the following regulations and rules 
will be enforced for all polling places in the City of Richmond: 

Section 18541: 

 (a) A person shall not, with the intent of dissuading another person from voting, 
within the 100 foot limit specified in subdivision (b), do any of the following: 

(1) Solicit a vote or speak to a voter on the subject of marking the voter's ballot. 

(2) Place a sign relating to voters' qualifications or speak to a voter on the subject of the 
voter's qualifications except as provided in Section 14240. 

(3) Photograph, video record, or otherwise record a voter entering or exiting a polling place. 

(4) Obstruct ingress, egress, or parking. 

(b) The activities described in subdivision (a) are prohibited within 100 feet of either of the 
following: 

(1) The entrance to a building that contains a polling place as defined by Section 338.5, an 
elections official's office, or a satellite location specified in Section 3018. 

(2) An outdoor site, including a curbside voting area, at which a voter may cast or drop off a 
ballot. 

(c) A person shall not, with the intent of dissuading another person from voting, do any of the 
following within the immediate vicinity of a voter in line to cast a ballot or drop off a ballot: 

(1) Solicit a vote. 

(2) Speak to a voter about marking the voter's ballot. 

(3) Disseminate visible or audible electioneering information. 

(d) A violation of this section is punishable by imprisonment in a county jail for not more than 
12 months, or in state prison. Any person who conspires to violate this section is guilty of a 
felony. 

  

https://www.findlaw.com/company/our-team.html
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000206&refType=LQ&originatingDoc=I890e18902aab11ed973b872db3656e83&cite=CAELS14240
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000206&refType=LQ&originatingDoc=I890e8dc02aab11ed973b872db3656e83&cite=CAELS338.5
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&originatingContext=document&transitionType=DocumentItem&pubNum=1000206&refType=LQ&originatingDoc=I890e8dc12aab11ed973b872db3656e83&cite=CAELS3018
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WARNING: ELECTIONEERING PROHIBITED!  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
VIOLATIONS CAN LEAD TO FINES AND/OR IMPRISONMENT.  
____________________________________________________________________________ 
WHERE: 
 • Within the immediate vicinity of a person in line to cast their ballot or within 100 feet of 
the entrance of a polling place, curbside voting or drop box the following activities are 
prohibited.  
 
WHAT ACTIVITIES ARE PROHIBITED: 
  
• DO NOT ask a person to vote for or against any candidate or ballot measure.  
• DO NOT display a candidate’s name, image, or logo.  
• DO NOT block access to or loiter near any ballot drop boxes.  
• DO NOT provide any material or audible information for or against any candidate or ballot 
measure near any polling place, vote center, or ballot drop box.  
• DO NOT circulate any petitions, including for initiatives, referenda, recall, or candidate 
nominations.  
• DO NOT distribute, display, or wear any clothing (hats, shirts, signs, buttons, stickers) that 
include a candidate’s name, image, logo, and/or support or oppose any candidate or ballot 
measure.  
• DO NOT display information or speak to a voter about the voter’s eligibility to vote.  
 
The electioneering prohibitions summarized above are set forth in Article 7 of Chapter 4 of 
Division 18 of the California Elections Code.  
 
 
 
WARNING: CORRUPTING THE VOTING PROCESS IS 
PROHIBITED!  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
VIOLATIONS SUBJECT TO FINE AND/OR IMPRISONMENT.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
WHAT ACTIVITIES ARE PROHIBITED: 
  
• DO NOT commit or attempt to commit election fraud.  
• DO NOT provide any sort of compensation or bribery to, in any fashion or by any means, 
induce or attempt to induce, a person to vote or refrain from voting.  
• DO NOT illegally vote. • DO NOT attempt to vote or aid another to vote when not entitled to 
vote.  
• DO NOT engage in electioneering; photograph or record a voter entering or exiting a polling 
place; or obstruct ingress, egress, or parking.  
• DO NOT challenge a person’s right to vote or prevent voters from voting; delay the process of 
voting; or fraudulently advise any person that he or she is not eligible to vote or is not registered 
to vote.  
• DO NOT attempt to ascertain how a voter voted their ballot.  
• DO NOT possess or arrange for someone to possess a firearm in the immediate vicinity of a 
polling place, with some exceptions.  
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• DO NOT appear or arrange for someone to appear in the uniform of a peace officer, guard, or 
security personnel in the immediate vicinity of a polling place, with some exceptions.  
• DO NOT tamper or interfere with any component of a voting system. • DO NOT forge, 
counterfeit, or tamper with the returns of an election.  
• DO NOT alter the returns of an election.  
• DO NOT tamper with, destroy, or alter any polling list, official ballot, or ballot container. • DO 
NOT display any unofficial ballot collection container that may deceive a voter into believing it 
is an official collection box.  
• DO NOT tamper or interfere with copy of the results of votes cast.  
• DO NOT coerce or deceive a person who cannot read or an elder into voting for or against a 
candidate or measure contrary to their intent.  
• DO NOT act as an election officer when you are not one.  
 
EMPLOYERS cannot require or ask their employee to bring their vote by mail ballot to work or 
ask their employee to vote their ballot at work. At the time of payment of salary or wages, 
employers cannot enclose materials that attempt to influence the political opinions or actions of 
their employee.  
 
PRECINCT BOARD MEMBERS cannot attempt to determine how a voter voted their ballot or, 
if that information is discovered, disclose how a voter voted their ballot.  
 
The prohibitions on activity related to corruption of the voting process summarized above are set 
forth in Chapter 6 of Division 18 of the California Elections Code.  
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COMMON QUESTIONS/RESOURCES  
 
Filing Nomination Papers on Behalf of a Candidate 
 
If a candidate is unable to file in person, he/she may designate a person to act on his/her behalf. 
A written statement, signed and dated by the candidate, authorizing a person to receive the 
“Declaration of Candidacy” form and all other nomination papers from the Elections Office is 
required. See Attachment E for a sample of the “Authorization Form”. If the candidate will not 
be filing in person, the “Declaration of Candidacy” must be notarized before filing. Because an 
original signature is required, nomination documents may not be filed by fax. The candidate’s 
designee may only receive and deliver papers and may not make any changes on the nomination 
documents. EC 8028 
 
Notification of Qualification or Non-Qualification of Candidate 

 
The County Election Department will notify the City Clerk by letter or email whether or not a 
candidate has or has not qualified as an official candidate.   
 
Upon receipt of confirmation of the candidate’s qualification or non-qualification, the City 
election official will send a letter or email informing the candidate of the status of their 
candidacy. 
 
Election Cycle 
 
An election cycle begins January 1 following the last November election for Mayor or 
Councilmember and ends December 31 of the same year of the following election for the same 
offices. (Section 10, Appendix A, Ordinance 29-94 N.S., Chapter 2.42.040 (i) of this guide). 
 

Example:  Councilmembers who were elected in the November 5, 2024, election (served 
a four-year term) 

 
        The election cycle started January 1, 2025, and  

 ends December 31, 2028. 
 
How Names Appear on the Ballot 
 
A randomized alphabet drawing by the Secretary of State is the basis for determining the order of 
candidates on the ballot. Each candidate will be placed on the ballot in the order that each of the 
letters of his/her surname is drawn. For example, the placement of candidates with the surnames 
of Campbell and Carlson will depend on the order in which the letters M and R were drawn. 
 
Candidate name order may also be affected by a rotation schedule. 

         Election Code § 13111 
 
Six (6) calendar days after the end of the filing period, the Secretary of State conducts a drawing 
of the letters. In 2026 the drawings will be conducted on: 
 
March 12, 2026 – Primary Municipal Election  
               Election Code § 13112 
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Candidates Advancing to the General Municipal Election 
 
The top two (2) candidates receiving the highest number of votes at the Primary Municipal 
Election for the office of Mayor, or for a seat on the City Council within their district, shall 
appear on the ballot as candidates for that office at the General Municipal Election.  Any 
candidate who, in the Primary Municipal Election, shall receive a majority of the total votes cast 
for candidates for said office shall be elected to such office and no further election for such 
office shall be held at the next General Municipal Election.  
 
Ballot Designations 
 
If you are a runoff candidate for a voter-nominated or nonpartisan office, your name will appear 
on the ballot at a November general election. If you wish to change the ballot designation that 
will appear under your name, Elections Code section 13107(h) requires a written request be 
submitted no later than ninety-eight (98) days before the general election. All requests for a new 
ballot designation must be accompanied by a completed Ballot Designation Worksheet. 
 
Please note: Your ballot designation from the June primary will automatically carry over to the 
November general election unless you request a change by the deadline. 
 
Candidate Statement of Qualifications 
 
If you are a candidate advancing to the runoff election for a voter-nominated or nonpartisan 
office and wish to submit a new candidate statement for the November general election County 
Voter Information Guide, your statement and payment must be received by the Election Filing 
Official by the deadline.  All requests for a new candidate statement must be accompanied by a 
completed Candidate Statement of Qualifications form. 
 
Please note: Your candidate statement from the June primary election will not 
automatically carry over to the November general election County Voter Information 
Guide. 
 
Election Night Results  
 
Election results are available on the County website at www.contracostavote.gov beginning at 
8:00 p.m. on Election Night. Results will be updated periodically, until all Election Day ballots 
are counted.  
 
Candidates and/or members of their campaigns are welcome to observe the Election Night 
processes.  
 
Observer guidelines will be issued upon arrival.  
 
Final Official Results  
 
Starting the day after the election, a complete and thorough examination of all the ballots that 
were returned is conducted. Any uncounted Vote-by-Mail ballots are processed and counted.  
 
Additionally, provisional ballots are processed and counted, and votes cast for qualified write-in 
candidates are counted.  

http://www.contracostavote.gov/
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Election code requires the canvass to be completed by 30 days following the election. 
 
What is the deadline to register to vote in the June 2, 2026, Primary Municipal Election 
and the November 3, 2026, General Municipal Election? 
 

• The last day to register to vote for the June 2, 2026, Primary Election is May 18, 2026. 
• The last day to register to vote for the November 3, 2026, General Election is October 19, 

2026. 
A vote by mail ballot may be obtained from the County Election Office, 555 Escobar Street, 
Martinez, CA, or if requested in writing, P.O. Box 271, Martinez, CA   94553.    For information 
regarding voting by mail, call the County Elections Office at (925) 335-7800.  
 
Are there procedures for filing in-lieu petition for indigent candidates? 
 
The City Council has adopted procedures for filing in-lieu petitions for indigent candidates who 
are unable to pay the filing fee.  (See Section 10, Appendix A, Ordinance No. 6-81 N.S. of this 
guide).  
 
Any candidate who is financially unable to pay the filing fee may submit a petition containing 
signatures of registered voters in lieu of the filing fee.  The City Clerk shall furnish an in-lieu 
petition for securing signatures to any indigent candidate upon request; provided that such a 
candidate complete an affidavit, supplied by the City Clerk, certifying under penalty of perjury 
that he or she is financially unable to pay the filing fee.  The substitution of signatures for filing 
fees shall be subject to the following provisions: 
 

(3) Pursuant to Election Code 8162 – the elections official shall reduce the 
required number of signatures on an in-lieu-filing-fee petition by the same 
proportion as the reduction in the number of days for the candidate to 
collect signatures on such a petition compared to the number of days for a 
candidate to collect signatures on a petition, as provided by subdivision (b) 
of Section 8106.  Pursuant to Election Code 8106 - if the number of 
registered voters in the district in which a candidate seeks nomination is 
2,000 or more, the candidate may submit a petition containing three 
signatures of registered voters for each dollar of the filing fee, or 7 percent 
of the total of registered voters in the district in which the candidate seeks 
nomination, whichever is less.   

• For mayor a total of 5,022 signatures of registered voters required 
(3 x $1,674 filing fee) or a total of 4,171 signatures of registered 
voters required (7 percent of 59,580 At Large registered voters).   

• For a district seat a total of 1,818 signatures of registered voters in 
the district required (3 x $605.88 filing fee) or (7 percent of 
registered voters as follows: 
District 2 – 7 percent of 8,925 registered voters is 625 required 
signatures 
District 3 – 7 percent of 8,551 registered voters is 599 required 
signatures 
District 4 – 7 percent of 12,710 registered voters is 890 required 
signatures 
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(2) Registered voters who sign an in-lieu petition for a mayoral candidate 
must live in the City of Richmond.  If signing for a district seat candidate, 
the registered voter must live in the district of the candidate running for 
office and must be eligible to vote for the candidate. 

(3) A registered voter may sign both a candidate’s nomination papers and 
his/her in-lieu petition, but the signature appearing on the candidate’s in-
lieu petition shall not count toward the number of signatures required to 
be submitted on the nomination papers. 

 
(4) A candidate may choose to file by February 19, 2026, 5 p.m. an In-lieu 

petition with the City Clerk 15 days prior to the original close of the 
nomination period. After the signatures on an in-lieu petition have been 
verified, the City Clerk shall immediately notify the candidate of any 
deficiency.  The candidate may submit a supplemental petition with the 
necessary number of valid signatures at any time prior to the close of the 
nomination period. 

 
(5) A candidate may submit a greater number of signatures to allow for 

subsequent losses due to invalidity of some signatures, but the validity 
of a greater number of signatures than that required by subsection 1, 
above, shall not be determined. 
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WRITE-IN CANDIDATES 
 

Any person interested in filing as a write-in candidate may file for office between April 6 and 
May 19, 2026. 
 

Any person who desires to be a write-in candidate and have any votes cast for them reported 
must declare themselves a write-in candidate by filing a Statement of Write-In Candidacy. 
 

Election Code § 8605 

 
A filing fee to process a candidate’s nomination papers may be imposed upon the filing of the 
nomination papers. No fee or charge shall be required of a write-in candidate except in the case 
of a candidate for some city offices. 
 

Election Code §§ 8604, 10228 
 
The City of Richmond charges a $1,674 filing fee to run for mayor and a $605.88 filing fee to 
run for a council district seat. 
 
Forms are available between the following dates: 
 
Write-In Filing Period:     April 6 through May 19, 2026 

Election Code §§ 8600, 8601 
 

Cities, East Bay Regional Park District, East Bay Municipal Utility District, Alameda-Contra 
Costa Transit District and San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District offices require 
nomination signatures to be collected for a valid write-in candidacy. Signers of nomination 
papers for write-in candidates shall be voters in the political subdivision in which the candidate is 
to be voted on. The required number of nomination signatures for mayor is 40, no more than 60 
and for a district seat is 20, no more than 30 registered voters within the district of the office 
candidate is seeking.  
 

Election Code §§ 8600(b), 8603 

 
Write-in candidates must file the same forms required of other candidates who have filed during 
the regular filing period. The candidate statement form or ballot designation form does not apply 
to write-in candidates and write-in candidates may not submit a candidate statement. 
 

Only votes cast for qualified write-in candidates are reported. 
 

A person may not be a write-in candidate for a voter-nominated office during the General 
Election. 



Page 57 of 102 
 

 
 

CAMPAIGN RESOURCES 
 
Voter Data Products  
As a candidate, you have access to voter information and data from voter registration and 
election files.  
Listed below are brief descriptions of some electronic files that are available:  
 
Voter File  
Text (.txt) file. Includes the voters: name, residence address, mailing address, phone number, 
email, birthdate, language preference, registration date, party affiliation, voting precinct, last 
election voted, election date, election type and voter participation in the last five major elections, 
and participation method of the historical elections (method by which voter voted their ballot).  
 
Vote-by-Mail File  
Text (.txt) file. Includes the voters: name, mailing address, phone number, ballot type, party 
name, voting precinct and Vote-by-Mail ballot issue date, return date, and return method. The 
file is available for single use and as a subscription.  
 
The file is available for single use and as a subscription. Subscription files are sent every 
business day in an election cycle. Subscriptions begin 29 days before the election and end on 
Election Day.  
 
Voter data may not be sold, leased, loaned, reproduced, or possession thereof relinquished 
without receiving written authorization to do so from the Elections Division.  
 
Prohibited usage includes commercial purposes, solicitation of contributions, or for services for 
any purpose other than on behalf of a candidate, political party, or in support of or opposition to 
a ballot measure.  
 
Maps  
Maps can be prepared and printed for your political campaign needs. You can request small 
walking maps up to large wall maps. A walking map is a precinct level map with street level 
detail. Wall maps can be created for larger areas or districts.  
 
Fees  
Fees for voter data products and maps are based on the data requested and/or the number of 
registered voters. Some products will have taxes added to their totals.  
Listed below are the fees for the voter data files and maps: 
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All orders for voter data and maps must be paid for in advance. Fees may be paid by credit/debit, 
cash, or check. Checks should be made payable to Contra Costa County Registrar.  
 
Maps are also available on our website at www.contracostavote.gov.  
 
Ordering Instructions  
 
When purchasing voter data, you will be required to complete an Application to Purchase or 
View Voter Data. The application is available on our website.  
 
Completed applications must be submitted in person at the Elections Office or by mail with 
required documents.  
 
Orders will be processed within 1-3 business days from the time the application and payment are 
received. Orders are processed in the order they are received.  
 
 
For more information or if you have questions, please email data.maps@vote.cccounty.us. 
  

mailto:data.maps@vote.cccounty.us
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APPENDIX A - CITY GUIDELINES, RESOLUTION, AND ORDINANCES 
 
Resolution: 

• Resolution No. 173-25 - Resolution calling for the June 2, 2026, Primary  
  General Election  

 Including Regulations for Candidates 
 
Ordinances: 

• Ordinance No. 6-81 N.S.  - Filing Fee 
• Ordinance No. 3-85 N.S.  - Candidate’s Statement 
• Ordinance No. 4-91 N.S.  - Campaign Disclosure 
• RMC 15.04.609.160  - Permits for Multiple Temporary Signs 
• Ordinance No. 29-94 N.S.  - Fair Elections 
• Ordinance No. 13-10 N.S.  - Enforcement of Fair Elections Ordinance and 

  Penalties for Violating Fair Elections Ordinance 
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15.04.609.160 - Permits for Multiple Temporary Signs. 

A. Any person seeking to erect on one or more sites or to distribute 25 or more temporary 
signs at one time, either personally or by supervising others, must provide: 

1. The name and address of the person(s) responsible for erecting or distributing, 
maintaining and removing the multiple temporary signs; 

2. A description of the method of installation and support for each sign (if signs 
are to be freestanding and supported by a method other than wire no greater than 3 
millimeters in diameter, the applicant must include a scaled drawing of the supporting 
structure); 

3. A copy, drawing, or photograph of the proposed temporary sign; and 

4. The fee specified in the master fee schedule adopted by the City Council. 

B. One day after submittal of all of the items required in subparagraph (A), the Zoning 
Administrator shall issue or deny a permit for multiple temporary signs, subject to the 
following terms and conditions: 

1. The Zoning Administrator shall assign an identification number (ID#) to the 
sign plan, and such number shall be referred to in the permit; 

2. The permittee shall provide the Zoning Administrator with a prototype of the 
sign marked with the ID#. 

3. All temporary signs and structures are to be removed within 90 days from the 
date the permit is issued. 

4. Any denial of a permit for multiple temporary signs shall be accompanied by 
written findings stating the reasons for the denial and may be appealed to the Design 
Review Board. 

C. No temporary sign shall be posted in a City right-of-way, landscaped area, parkland or 
any road median before the Superintendent of Parks has confirmed that a permit has been 
issued and that the proposed posting will not interfere with the ordinary use and enjoyment of 
the area, underground irrigation or utilities, or line of sight for motor vehicle, bicycle and 
pedestrian traffic. Placement of signs shall not harm landscape plantings or structures. The 
Superintendent may require the sign permittee to call for a USA marking confirmation of 
utilities prior to posting. 
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APPENDIX B - SAMPLE DOCUMENTS 

 
 

• Word Count Criteria 
 
• Candidate Statement of Qualification Guidelines 

 
• Sample Candidate Statements 

 
• Ballot Designation Guidelines 

 
• District Election Cycles 
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WORD COUNT CRITERIA 
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Candidate Statement of Qualifications 
For the Primary Municipal Election to be held June 2, 2026 

(Elections Code §§ 13307, 13309, and 13311) 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

Office Name:  _Mayor______         or           City Council Member – District ____ 
 
Word Limit: 250  
   
• Mayor $1,374         Cost: District (2) $330            District (3) $322                      District (4) $406 
   
• Paid By: Candidate  

 
 

Candidate Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
   
    
  

 
 
 
 

I have reviewed the attached statement and I understand that no corrections or changes are allowed 
after it has been filed (pursuant to EC 13307). I understand that Contra Costa County is mandated 
under the Voting Rights Act to provide voting materials and information in English, Spanish, and 
Chinese.  

 
 
      I do not wish to file a Candidate Statement. 
 
 

Signature of Candidate: ________________________________    Date:_________________ 
  

Instructions to Candidate:  Your statement will be printed exactly as submitted. Carefully check for content, 
spelling, punctuation, and grammar before submission.  No changes are allowed once the statement is filed. 
 
This form must be filed along with the candidate statement. 
 
In addition to filing a hardcopy, you will need to submit your final candidate statement in an editable text 
format to the following email address:  statements@ci.richmond.ca.us 
 
Hard copy requires candidate signature. 
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SAMPLE CANDIDATE STATEMENT LAYOUT 
 
Below are samples of 250-word candidate statements, as they would appear in the “Voter 
Information Guide.”  Statements will appear in the same order as the candidates appear on the 
ballot.
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Ballot Designation Guidelines 
 

The ballot designation is the word or words which appear on the ballot under the candidate’s 
name, designating the current principal profession, vocation, or occupation of the candidate. The 
listing of a designation on the ballot is optional.  
 
Ballot designations become public once filed on the Declaration of Candidacy. Ballot 
designations cannot be changed by the candidate after the final date to file for office.  

Election Code § 13107  
Format of Ballot Designation  
A ballot designation may be an elective office title, officeholder status, or profession.  
 
The following examples illustrate each type of office. Combining these office types is not 
permitted.  
 
Elective Office Title  
Words designating the elective public office currently held, provided the officeholder was 
elected to the office. In the case of judicial offices only, an appointed Judge may use the office 
title.  
 

Example:  School Board Member  
Board member, XYZ School District  
Assemblymember  

 
Officeholder Status  
The word Incumbent may be used if the candidate is seeking re-election to the same office and 
was elected to that office by a vote of the people or was appointed as a nominated candidate in 
lieu of an election.  
 
If the candidate was appointed to an office and is filing as a candidate for election to the same 
office, then the candidate must use the words Appointed Incumbent or Appointed, and the title of 
the office held.  
 

Example:  Incumbent  
Appointed Incumbent  
Appointed Board Member, XYZ School District  

 
The word(s) Incumbent or Appointed Incumbent must stand alone.  

Election Code § 8168(a)  
 
The above-identified candidates may still choose a designation of the elective office which the 
candidate holds at the time of filing the nomination documents, to which the candidate was 
elected by a vote of the people.  

Election Code § 13107(a)(1) B-2  
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Profession  
Principal Occupation: 3-Word Profession/Occupation/Vocation - No more than three words 
designating the current principal profession, vocation, or occupation of the candidate.  
 

Example:  High School Teacher  
Attorney  
Businessman/Councilmember  

Community Volunteer  
A Community Volunteer shall constitute a valid principal vocation or occupation subject to the 
following conditions:  

a. A candidate’s community volunteer activities constitute their principal profession, 
vocation, or occupation.  

b. A candidate may not use the designation of Community Volunteer in combination 
with any other principal profession, vocation, or occupation. 

c. A candidate is not engaged concurrently in another principal profession, vocation, 
or occupation. 

CA Admin Code, Title 2, Division 7, 20714.5  
 
No Occupation Desired  
If no ballot designation is requested, write the word NONE in the space provided for the ballot 
designation and the candidate’s initials in the box provided on the Declaration of Candidacy 
form. The space provided for the ballot designation on the official ballot will be blank.  
 
Unacceptable Designations  
A political party central committee designation is not a principal profession, vocation, or 
occupation as prescribed in this statue, nor is it an elective county or state office.  

CA Admin Code, Title 2, Division 7, 20712(e)  
Designations will not be accepted if:  
• It would mislead the voter.  
• It would suggest an evaluation of a candidate, such as outstanding, leading, expert, or  

 virtuous. 
• It abbreviates the word “retired” or places it following any word(s) that it modifies.  
 

Examples:  Ret. Policeman  
Policeman, Retired 
  

• It includes the name of any political party.  
• It uses any word(s) referring to a racial, religious, or ethnic group.  
• It refers to any activity that is prohibited by law.  
• It uses a word or prefix, such as “former” or “ex-,” which means a prior status.  
 

Examples:  Former Policeman  
Ex-Policeman  

 
Examples of unacceptable designations include:  Concerned Citizen  

Veteran  
Philanthropist  
Neighborhood Community Leader 
Volunteer 
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APPENDIX C - IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER 

FPPC 

 Contact the Fair Political Practices Commission (FPPC) with any questions you have 
regarding campaign expenditures or contributions at (866) 275-3772 or by e-mail at 
advice@fppc.ca.gov.  The FPPC website:  www.fppc.ca.gov offers overviews of the 
Political Reform Act and FPPC regulations, FPPC forms are available through the website. 

 
 When visiting www.fppc.ca.gov, you will see that the FPPC covers many topics.  You will 

focus on Campaign Rules, Campaign Forms, and Campaign Disclosure Manuals.  Here are 
some terms to know: 

 
 Understanding FPPC Terminology: 

  Local Election:   City of Richmond Election 
  Local Candidate: City Council Candidate 
  Candidate for Local Office: City Council Candidate 
  Agency (or Local Agency): City of Richmond 
  Jurisdiction:  City of Richmond 
  Local Filing Officer:  City Clerk of the City of Richmond 
  Recipient Committee:  City Council Candidates who raise or spend 

more than $2,000. 
  Candidate Controlled Committee: City Council Candidates who raise or spend 

more than $2,000. 
  Election Committee:   City Council Candidates who raise or spend 

more than $2,000. 
 
 Type of Committee (City Council Candidates who raise or spend more than $2,000.)   

 Recipient Committee 
a. Controlled Committee 

i. Candidate Election Committee 
 

 (Hint:  You are not a Primarily Formed Committee—those are for non-candidates.) 
 
 Keep Records 

 Maintain details on contributions and expenditures of $25 or more. 
 
 Itemize Contributors 

 For contributions of $100 or more, including in-kind contributions, you must disclose the 
contributor’s name, address, occupation and employer. 

 
 $100 

 Never accept or spend $100 or more in cash. 
 

 Political Advertising Disclaimers 

 Candidates and political committees must put disclaimers on campaign advertisements that 
identify the person or entity who paid for or authorized the communication. The disclaimer 

mailto:advice@fppc.ca.gov
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/learn/campaign-rules.html
http://www.fppc.ca.gov/
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is required on all campaign material, including mailers of 200 pieces or more, radio and 
television ads, telephone calls, and electronic media ads.  “Paid for by [committee name]” 
is the basic disclaimer required on most campaign communications.  Please review the 
FPPC’s Political Advertising Disclaimer worksheet for specific details. 

 

For those who have an active committee from a previous election . . . 
 
 
• Complete a Form 501 (this must be done before receiving any contributions for the 

2026 primary municipal election). 
 
 -  Mark the “Initial” box 
 - Complete the entire form 
 - Sign and date the form 
 - File with City Clerk.  
 
• Complete a Form 410 (this must be done before receiving $2,000 in contributions for 

the 2026 primary municipal election). 
 
 - Mark the “Amendment” box and list your ID# 
 - Only complete the information that will change 
 - Your committee name must include your last name, the word “council”, and “2024”. 
 - Complete the “Type of Committee” and list the year of election as November 2024. 
 - Both the Treasurer and Candidate need to sign (a candidate may also be the treasurer) 
 - Mail the original and one copy to the Secretary of State and give a copy to the City Clerk 
 
 Note:  You may keep your same bank account – you can change the name of the account with the 

bank if desired. 
 
After the election, if defeated . . . 
 
 
• Form 470 Filers: 

If contributions/expenditures in connection with the election cease before December 31, then no 
further forms need be filed. 
 
If contributions/expenditures in connection with the election continue beyond December 31, then 
file a Form 470 when activity ceases or before July 31, 2026. 
 

• Form 460 Filers (who wish to terminate their committees): 

If contributions/expenditures in connection with the election cease before December 31 and there 
are no campaign funds, then file the normal Form 460 which is due on January 31, 2027, and 
check the “Termination Statement” box.  Also file a Form 410 and check the “Termination” box.  
(File the original and one copy of Form 410 with the Secretary of State, file one copy of Form 
410 with the City Clerk, and file the original of Form 460 with the City Clerk). 
 
If contributions/expenditures in connection with the election continue beyond December 31, then 
file the normal Form 460 which is due on January 31, 2027.  Then, when activity ceases and 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/content/dam/fppc/NS-Documents/TAD/Campaign%20Documents/CampaignAdvertisementDisclosure/Disclaimers%201-%20Candidate%27s%20Own%20Campaign.pdf
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there are no campaign funds, file another Form 460 and check the “Termination Statement” box.  
Also file a Form 410 and check the “Termination” box.  (File the original and one copy of Form 
410 with the Secretary of State, file one copy of Form 410 with the City Clerk, and file the 
original of Form 460 with the City Clerk). 
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